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Christmas!



IM
PROVE YOUR HOME

HOME-REARED FREE-RANGE 
PEDIGREE PORK & LAMB 

FALCONHURST ESTATE 
www.falconhurstestate.co.uk 

01342 850526 
Also Gloucester Old Spot weaners for sale 

All Types of Interior & Exterior 

PAINTING & DECORATING
Ray Meades (Speldhurst)  

01892 863548 
Also

General Household Repairs & Maintenance 
Fully Insured 

 

 

XÄÄtËá VâÑvt~xá 
Delicious homemade cupcakes using local free range eggs  

and  organic ingredients wherever possible.  
Our cakes are freshly baked to order ensuring that they taste as good 

as they look! We cater for all occasions: birthdays, weddings, 
corporate events or just because . . . 

Free local delivery 

Contact Alex 07769973426 or at ellascupcakes.net 

M & M WALKER
PAINTING & DECORATING

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES

CEILING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS
ARTEXING & PLASTERING

PLUMBING  •  HEATING 
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Tel: 01732 863 155
Mobs: 077 742 186 84   •   079 004 207 15



Relieve aches and pains 
Get stronger 
Move better

www.tonispilates.co.uk                     07590 413 495



R. BENNETT
HEDGE LAYING	 MOBILE SAW BENCH
FENCING	 GRASS CUTTING
ROTAVATING	 HEDGE TRIMMING
 CONSERVATION WORK UNDERTAKEN

TEL: EDENBRIDGE 862971☎

EDENBRIDGE,
TONBRIDGE,SEVENOAKS,

TUNBRIDGE WELLS

 Emma Darthuy BSc PgDip MCSP HPC 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

 
Home physio visits for any 
musculoskeletal problem. 

Pilates Classes and 1-2-1 

physioemma@btinternet.com 
07530 857613   

www.homephysioandpilates.co.uk 
 



 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

MILBORROW 
 

“” 
 

**** BY ROYAL APPOINTMENT **** 
*POTS * COWLS * BIRDGUARDS * 

 

FIREPLACE, STOVE REPAIRS & INSTALLATIONS 
    

 

   Call Telephone No.  

01342 717900 
flueologist@btinternet.com   

www.milborrowchimneysweeps.co.uk 

* Weddings Attended * 
* With real live Black Cat! * 

CHIMNEY SWEEPS 



Tel: 01732 863940 • Mob: 07778 440644
Email: moss@gmjoinery.com

www.gmjoinery.com

Established 
Since 1981

JOINERS & BUILDERS LTD
LOFT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS

TIMBER FRAME BUILDINGS & BESPOKE JOINERY

HOUSECLEANS 
 

Weekly, monthly or just when you need a bit of extra help, 
We will clean your house to the highest standard, do your ironing 

and make up your beds. 
Only the best quality products used – Eco friendly products available. 

 
Moving house?  

We can clean before you move in or after you move out. 
 

For more details call 
01959 549 480 
07706 868 772 

 
ENJOY LIFE – LEAVE THE CLEANING TO US! 

(And we’re happy to walk the dog and feed the cat too) 

01959 532 223
07706 868 772

Step by Step provides a highly professional foot care service,
which is fully mobile, attending to all your foot care needs

within the comfort of your own home.

Member of British Association of Foot Health Professionals

For an appointment or more information telephone:
07786 038149 – Michelle Hogan MCFHP

 B/W version for CN publication

Colour version for website

Foot Health Practice

Original version received

Step by Step provides a highly professional foot care service,
which is fully mobile, attending to all your foot care needs

within the comfort of your own home.

Member of British Association of Foot Health Professionals

For an appointment or more information telephone:
07786 038149 – Michelle Hogan MCFHP

Foot Health Practice



Why not visit for  
Sunday Lunch?

Call:  
01732 701010  

to book your table

Hever Castle GOlf Club

tHe PerfeCt venue fOr any OCCasiOn

Call Kate Wittenberg on: 01732 701017  
or e-mail: functions@hever.co.uk

•	 Wedding	Receptions
•	 Parties
•	 Christenings
•	 Private	Dining

•	 Networking
•	 Meeting	Rooms
•	 Wakes	
•	 Golf	Days

Hever Castle Golf Club, Hever Road, Hever, Edenbridge, Kent, Tn8 7NP www.hever.co.uk

070 VenueAd_Dec2014.indd   1 05/12/2014   13:26:15

 
OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ 

TEL 01342 850559    FAX 01342 850981    EMAIL COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK  
     WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK  

Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, kitchens and  
bathrooms, electrical, roofing, maintenance and repairs and decorating.  Covering all 

 types of building work. 
 

Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and 
heating, kitchens and bathrooms, electrical, roofing, 

maintenance and repairs and decorating.  
Covering all  types of building work.

OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ
TEL 01342 850559       FAX 01342 850981 

EMAIL COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK
WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK

W. SMITHERS & SONS
EST. 1955



 

 
 

 
Catering for all occasions 

Tel: 01732 451468 

Quality menus from £5.50 for weddings, parties,  
club events, christenings and funerals.  

 
Also crockery hire available for 

your private use at home or a function. 

Tree Surgery,   

Felling,  Planting, 

Hedge Cutting,   

Wood Chip Mulch,   

  Woodland  

and Tree Surveys 

Telephone Chris St Pierre (01342) 850248 

(Mobile: 07860 128319) 

KLARGESTER 
Certified 
installer 

 

020                

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted



 

Unit 12, Gaza Trading Estate, Hildenborough, Kent TN11 8PL 

01732 463256 

SALES SERVICING 

AGA REFURBISHMENT 

RANGE COOKERS BOILERS 

WOOD STOVES SOLAR PANELS 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING 

GROUND & AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS HOT WATER CYLINDERS 

PLUMBING 

WATER TANKS OIL TANKS 

office@pegrum.net 

GAS LPG OIL SOLID FUEL 

 

 

FALCONHURST CRICKET CLUB, MARKBEECH 
www.falconhurstcc.co.uk 

The Club was founded in 1854 and cricket has been played here ever since. If 
you are looking for a friendly cricket club to play for – all ages and abilities 
welcomed – please contact Club Captain Rob McAllister:  

07884 483855 or email: captain@falconhurstcc.co.uk. 

There are also training sessions and matches for under-11 cricketers, please 
contact Youth Coach Brian Adcock to register an interest:  

brian.adcock@matrix.gb.com 

Accountancy Service 
Local, Professional and Friendly 

Accounts 
Payroll/PAYE 

Self Assessment tax returns 

VAT 
Book keeping 

Accounting/Consultancy advice 

No matter how big or small, with over 20 years’ experience, I can 
provide you with a local service tailored to your needs. 

Please call 01892 871139 or 07926 379522 
Email: david.james@dajames.com 

David James 
9 Dukes Meadow, Chiddingstone Causeway, 

Tonbridge, TN11 8LW 

 

 Domestic    Commercial    Industrial 

 
Slating/ Tiling/ Flat Roofing 

All Maintenance & Repairs & Property 
Renovations

For Free Estimates & Advice from City and Guilds Qualified Tradesmen 

T: 01732 700353 
M: 07767 893 772 

 

Unit 12, Gaza Trading Estate, Hildenborough, Kent TN11 8PL 

01732 463256 

SALES SERVICING 

AGA REFURBISHMENT 

RANGE COOKERS BOILERS 

WOOD STOVES SOLAR PANELS 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING 

GROUND & AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS HOT WATER CYLINDERS 

PLUMBING 

WATER TANKS OIL TANKS 

office@pegrum.net 

GAS LPG OIL SOLID FUEL 

 

 

FALCONHURST CRICKET CLUB, MARKBEECH 
www.falconhurstcc.co.uk 

The Club was founded in 1854 and cricket has been played here ever since. If 
you are looking for a friendly cricket club to play for – all ages and abilities 
welcomed – please contact Club Captain Rob McAllister:  

07884 483855 or email: captain@falconhurstcc.co.uk. 

There are also training sessions and matches for under-11 cricketers, please 
contact Youth Coach Brian Adcock to register an interest:  

brian.adcock@matrix.gb.com 

Accountancy Service 
Local, Professional and Friendly 

Accounts 
Payroll/PAYE 

Self Assessment tax returns 

VAT 
Book keeping 

Accounting/Consultancy advice 

No matter how big or small, with over 20 years’ experience, I can 
provide you with a local service tailored to your needs. 

Please call 01892 871139 or 07926 379522 
Email: david.james@dajames.com 

David James 
9 Dukes Meadow, Chiddingstone Causeway, 

Tonbridge, TN11 8LW 

 

 Domestic    Commercial    Industrial 

 
Slating/ Tiling/ Flat Roofing 

All Maintenance & Repairs & Property 
Renovations

For Free Estimates & Advice from City and Guilds Qualified Tradesmen 

T: 01732 700353 
M: 07767 893 772 

Please call (01892) 871139
Email: david.james@dajames.com



A warm caring environment 
for children 2-5 years with a 
beautiful outside play area. 

Open Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday mornings 9am 
to 12.15pm in the Village Hall 
and Monday and Wednesday 

afternoons until 3pm. Lunch 
Club available each day to 
1.30pm

Do come and see us. To 
arrange a visit please 
contact:
Mrs Ann Roberts-Cleeve  

 01342 850403
Manager: Miss Fiona Baxter        

07826011880

AFRICAN PROMISE

Christmas Carol Service
Wednesday 5th December 2018

6.30pm (doors open 6pm)

St Giles-in-the-Field Church
60 St Giles High Street, London, WC2H 8LG

Tickets £22 (over 16s only) including wine and mince pies 
are available from

www.africanpromise.org.uk/support-us/events/carol-service

All proceeds go towards our work
supporting primary schools in rural Kenya

Featuring musical performances from the 
London International Gospel Choir and baritone Felix Kemp 

and readings from stars of stage and screen including 
Sheila Hancock CBE, Charles Dance OBE and David Caves
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An ordinary child?
One of the main things we can learn from the familiar Christmas 
stories and carols that will be heard in our churches this year 
is that Jesus comes to us as an ordinary child, born to an 
ordinary mother. He comes as a sign that God comes to us 
where we are, bringing light and hope in our world as it is, in all 
its splendour and its need. God is at work in him because of 
his ordinariness not despite it. His very name tells us he is ‘God 
with us’ in all the parts of life where he is most needed.

As we revel in the rosy glow of those familiar stories, well-loved 
prayers and carols, it is important not to think of his birth as 
something that happened in ancient history, but something we 
can welcome afresh every year as an event that can give us the 
inspiration and commitment to play our own part where we can 
in bringing new hope, new life and new vision to the issues of 
today.

Why not join us in any of our churches this Christmas – there 
is so much choice: a candle-lit Crib service for all ages, 
Christingle, traditional carols and lessons and Community carols 
as well as Midnight Communion and Christmas Day family 
services. There will be something for everyone to celebrate 
together as we welcome the birth of an ordinary child who 
would have an extraordinary impact on the world for all time. 
Please come along and bring the family and your visitors too!

I pray that you all will enjoy a very happy, peaceful and blessed 
Christmas.

Wendy Izod Priest in Charge
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There but not There 
exhibition in Hever 
Church.
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Sunday	23rd	December	at	3pm	Followed	by	Mulled	Wine	and	Mince	Pies	EVERYONE	WELCOME		

 

 

 

Carols	around	the	Christmas	Tree		in	St.	Paul’s	Church	Four	Elms		St.	Paul’s	Church	Garden	Four	Elms 

Hever Carol SupperOn Friday 21st December  Following the nine lessons and carols service 

at St Peter’s Church Hever, which starts at 

7pm, there will be a hot two course meal 

at the Hever Village Hall and everyone is 

very welcome to come along. There will be 

a vegetarian option, but this needs to be 

ordered at the time of booking. Please book 

your meal by 18th December. The supper will 

cost £10 per head, payable by cash or cheque, 

and can be booked by contacting Ellie Heard 

on 01732 865564, please leave a message on 
the answerphone. 

News from Hever pews
Hever had a memorable Remembrance 
weekend with a successful concert, well 
attended Sunday service and the bell ringers 
rounded it off with a quarter peal. Hever 
is very grateful to John Scott for donating 
the wood and Tony Yates for making the 
remembrance crosses for the fallen which are 
ranged around the war memorial
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4 Dec 	 RNLI Christmas concert, Chequer Mead Theatre, East Grinstead 2pm
5 Dec 	 Carol Service in aid of African Promise, St Giles-in-the-Field Church London 	
	 WC2 6.30pm
8 Dec 	 RNLI Christmas concert Freshfield Hall, Forest Row 7.30 pm
11 Dec 	 Markbeech Village Lunch, Markbeech Village Hall 12.30 – 2pm
15 Dec 	 Hever Family Carols, St Peter’s Church 5pm
15 Dec 	 RNLI Christmas concert Trinity Methodist Church, East Grinstead 2.30pm
16 Dec 	 Markbeech village carols, Kentish Horse 5pm
20 Dec 	 Christmas Bingo, Four Elms Village Hall 7.30pm
21 Dec 	 Nine Lessons and Carols, St Peter’s Church Hever 7pm
21 Dec 	 Hever Carol Supper, Hever Village Hall 8.15pm
23 Dec 	 Four Elms Village Carols, St Paul’s Church 3pm
23 Dec 	 Markbeech Carol service, Holy Trinity Church 6pm
24 Dec 	 Crib Service St Peter’s Church Hever 4pm
24 Dec 	 Midnight Communion St Peter’s Church Hever 11.30pm
25 Dec 	 Christmas Service Holy Trinity Church Markbeech 9.15am
25 Dec 	 Communion Service St Paul’s Church Four Elms 11am
26 Dec 	 Boxing Day Meet, Chiddingstone Castle 11am
18 Jan 	 Hever Film Club, Hever Castle Golf Club 7pm
26 Jan 	 Grand Hever Quiz, Guthrie Pavilion Hever Castle 6.45pm

December diary

2018

Four Elms

Hever

Markbeech

2017

2018

2017

2018

Jan

67

73

79

73

83

Feb

50

53

36

50

40

Mar

22.5

19.5

81

26

82

Apr

9

10

65.5

6

77.25

May

59.5

62.7

60.5

79

63

70.05

Jun

71

1.2

67

0

72

1.5

Jul

74

44.7

70

36

76

51

Aug

67.2

37

63

41

68.5

Sep

17.1

42

32

43.5

33

Oct

38

36

41

34.5

47.5

Nov

56.5

55

Dec

Benefice monthly rainfall in millimeters
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Edenbridge has a thriving U3A - 
University of the Third Age - for 
anyone retired or semi-retired. 
 
We have over 60 groups run by members 
most of which are in no way academic, 
just social, interesting, healthy or simply 
fun, though learning still occurs e.g. 
board and card games, exploring town 
and countryside, travel, book club or 
wine appreciation.
 
New members can now join from 
January to June for £10 covering all 
groups you join, monthly speaker 
meetings and refreshments or £17.50 

for a couple at the same address. We 
will be able to guide you towards the 
groups you are interested in and help 
you to circulate and make new friends 
or meet up with old ones. If this sounds 
like something you would enjoy, you 
can come along as a visitor for £2 at 
our Tuesday afternoon Speaker meeting 
and socialising. Last Tues of each month 
2-4pm at Crockham Hill Village Hall. 
 
All our information is online - just type in 
edenbridge u3a and have a look around! 
You can join up at the monthly meeting 
or contact our membership secretary 
Estelle, details on the website or ring 
01732 866186.
 
Our 1st speaker of the New Year is 
Antonia Gallop on 29th January ‘Across 
India on an Enfield Motorcycle’. Come 
and join the fun!” 

Christine Byrne Publicity Officer

My name is Kate Hume and I am a 
locally based Zumba Instructor and 
Performing Arts Teacher. 

I grew up in Marsh Green so I have 
always been aware of existing local 
activities and had it in mind that I would 
like to set something up in the area. After 
graduating from Trinity Laban, I wanted 
to use my training and experience to 
explore the world of fitness instruction, 
so decided to train in Zumba. I set my 
first class up back in April - a session at 
Crockham Hill which runs every Monday 
from 6.30 - 7.15pm.

It was popular and well attended so I 
then formed another group, which meets 
every Thursday at Markbeech Village 
Hall, from 6.30 - 7.15pm. 

The idea of the class is to keep moving, 
have a good time and get sweaty! You 
can take exactly what you want from 
it - some people like to focus on the 
dance and technique side of things 
and Ihelp with this as much as I can. 
On the other hand, others like to be left 
to their own devices and simply make 
sure they keep going and get their daily 
dose of exercise. As long as you leave 
feeling elated and energised, I don’t mind 
either way! I charge £5 upfront or £7 on 
the door - please do enquire if you are 
interested - we’d love to have you join us!  
kate_hume@hotmail.co.uk/07595921574 
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News of the new medical centre in 
Edenbridge
Residents in the Edenbridge area 
are one step closer to getting their 
new, combined hospital and GP 
surgery after the NHS agreed on its 
preferred location on land next to the 
Eden Centre on Four Elms Road. The 
NHS will canvass views on what the 
new centre might look like, ahead 
of seeking planning permission and 
purchasing the land from the KCC.

Dr Simon Morrison, from Edenbridge 
Medical Practice, said: “There is 
clear evidence that having a new 
combined hospital and GP surgery 
will enable us to recruit the best GPs, 
nurses and other staff, and to work 
with the hospital teams and others, to 
deliver improved, holistic healthcare 
for the people of Edenbridge and the 
surrounding villages. We are excited 
that this project has taken a real
step forward.”

A good profit for Combat Stress
The moving and atmospheric concert 
‘1918’ held in Hever Church on 
‘Remembrance Saturday’ raised 
£460 for Combat Stress. The printing 
and publicity was all sponsored by 
the Parish Council and the Hever 
Charity so many thanks are due to 
them. Thanks also to our impresario 
Joanna Wade whose idea this 
concert was, the musical director 
Charles Talbot and to the performers, 

the helpers and the audience who 
made the evening a great success. 

Bridget Harris

Boxing Day Meet @ Chiddingstone 
Castle
Come and join your local hunt on 
foot at Chiddingstone Castle on 26th 
December for our festive Boxing 
Day Meet where you can enjoy the 
spectacle of the horses and hounds 
arriving at 11am.

The earlier you arrive at 
Chiddingstone village, the nearer you 
can park, so please leave in plenty of 
time.

Please support this by purchasing 
refreshments, served from 10am 
within the Castle grounds, which 
will benefit the Hunt and help this 
time honoured countryside tradition 
continue for generations to come.

Four Elms Bingo
In Four Elms Village Hall, every 
Thursday evening 7:30 - 9:00 and 
on the 20th December there will be 
a big bingo night for Christmas with 
lots of prizes, a Christmas raffle and 
a chance to win £100. 
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Come and meet 
a neighbour!

Village Lunch : Soup, cheese & 

fruit (cake if you are lucky)

11th December 12.30-2pm

Markbeech Village Hall

 If you know you are coming 

please either call Nicki Talbot 

on 01342 850526 or email 

Nicola@falconhurst.co.uk

Or just turn up!   

Donations welcome. 

 

Markbeech
 Pub  

Carols at 
The Kentish Horse

Sunday 16th December 5pm

Come and sing some favourite carols in our favourite pub!

Mince pie pastry
As taught at Bread Ahead, a bakery in 
Borough Market – this pastry is delicious and 
very easy to handle
For the pastry:
375g strong white bread flour, plus extra for 
dusting
225g cold unsalted butter, diced, plus extra 
for greasing
150g caster sugar
1 whole egg
1 egg yolk
1 egg, beaten, to glaze
2 tbsp demerara sugar
Rub the flour and butter together until you 
have the texture of ground almonds. Add the 
sugar and mix well. Separately whisk together 
the egg and yolk and gradually add to the 
flour mix but stop when the
mixture comes together and gently knead for 
30 seconds. Wrap in clingfilm and rest in the 
fridge for at least 3 hours (you can leave it 
overnight). 

Remove the pastry from the fridge about 90 
mins before you want to use it. Butter a deep 
12 hole bun tin. Dust with flour. Turn upside 
down and tap to remove the excess. Roll out 
the pastry on a floured surface to about 6mm. 
You now want to cut 24 discs for use as the 
bases and lids for your pies. The bases need 
to be large enough to overhang the individual 
tins. Typically a 10cm base and 7cm lid should 
work but do a test run. This pastry can be 
re-rolled as necessary. Once lined spoon in 
about 3 heaped teaspoons of mince meat and 
cover with the lids. Eggwash and then seal by 
bringing the overhanging pastry up onto the 
lids. Crimp closed with your finger tips and
sprinkle with demerara. Cut a steam hole in 
the lids and rest in the fridge for a couple of 
hours.

Preheat the oven to 160°C/fan 140°C/gas 3 
and bake for about 40 minutes, until golden 
brown. Let them stand for 5 minutes and then 
with a small knife, loosen gently and turn out 
onto a rack to cool.
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News from the 
Markbeech pews
It’s a been a busy time in Markbeech, a 
wedding, two funerals, Harvest supper, a 
village lunch, and a cabaret evening, and 
as I write this I am smelling the spices 
infusing for the Swedish mulled wine for the 
Christmas Bazaar this Saturday! 

The wedding was very charming, Teresa 
Cornwell married Dr Mark Ilsley (at last) on a 
very sunny and warm Wednesday.

Markbeech has lost one of its iconic figures 
with the death Bob Theobald, known so well 
for building, golfing and supporting the Kentish 
Horse. He was liked by everyone and there 
was a huge congregation for his funeral. Our 
thoughts and prayers are very much with Sue 
Theobald and the family as they deal with their 
loss.

The Harvest supper was well supported and 
fun and we enjoyed terrific entertainment from 
Edgelanders band, with Flora Smith singing. 
The village lunch in the village hall was a 
success too, with a good selection of people 
enjoying soup and cheese and cake. We are 
experimenting with timings and places for this 
roughly monthly event around the benefice 
and are hoping it will become something 
looked forward to by young and old alike, 
especially those who are stuck at home for too 
much of the time.

Sam Chara is a brilliant singer who came to 
Markbeech for the second time to be the star 
of a cabaret evening with dinner held with 
Edenbridge Music and Arts Trust. Nicki Talbot 

and I were expecting to cook the dinner for 
this but were delighted when we were offered 
professional catering from the enormously 
talented Charlie and Lotte of ‘Eat Lotts’. 
They provided imaginative and delicious 
canapes, perfectly cooked venison fillet with 
dauphinoise potatoes (with a twist), and a very 
impressive trio of desserts. They live locally 
and are young and energetic with great ideas - 
well worth contacting! They can be contacted 
via their website www.eatlotts.com or 07950 
614904 or 07973 522250.

And lastly Markbeech was very happy 
to contribute to the evening of WWI 
commemoration, providing singers to 
support the excellent programme organised 
by Joanna. Charles Talbot’s singing was 
particularly powerful and moving.

Marielou Linklater
Churchwarden

United benefice of Hever, Four Elms & Markbeech
Rev. Wendy Izod (01342) 850738, izodiham@gmail.com

Benefice website: Threespires. wordpress. com
Community website: www.hever.org
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Hever parish council part 2 

Last month I talked about the local 
council structures and this month I 
describe the work we do for Four Elms, 
Hever and Markbeech. 

Hever Parish Council owns and maintains 
the following: 
• �Four Elms recreation ground (the field and 

playground behind Four Elms Primary 
school)

• �Hever Parish Field (opposite Hever 
Primary school) including the “hut”

• �And also benches, bus shelters, 
streetlights, dog bins, defibrillators (one in 
Four Elms and one in Hever).

Council is kept busy ensuring their 
administration is executed properly and 
within budget whilst keeping up to date 
with changes and plans from District and 
County statutory bodies such as Sevenoaks 
District Council, Kent County Council and 
many more. Parish Councils also comment 
on planning applications and can be 
represented at public inquiries.
 In the last few months we have been busy – 
including the following projects: 
• �Complete replacement of Four Elms 

playground. The Clerk was able to source 
grants of ~ £15,000 and thanks to lots of 
practical help from local firm Willerby’s, 
a fantastic new playground has been 
installed – do go and have a look!

• �New website for www.hever.org for the 
Community – complete with Calendar and 
many areas for many of the local groups 
and facilities. 

• �Responding to County or District wide 
consultations that will affect us here in 
West Kent e.g. SDC Draft Local Plan and 
KCC waste consultation.

Plus many more – e.g. Free family fun days 
over Summer, Easter litter picks, bulk refuse 
freighters, the Village Screen film club etc. 
etc!
 
Coming up in the next few months: 
• �We will be planning for the 2019 – 2020 

budget.
• �Reviewing the long history of traffic 

calming attempts across the parish and 
considering whether/ where a 20mph 
zone / limit would be effective or perhaps 
there are other solutions?

• �Reviewing the results of the compulsory 
Housing Needs survey (undertaken every 
5 years by every parish / town council) to 
consider affordable housing needs locally 
and what we can do.

 
We also work collaboratively with local 
groups , notably the Hever Residents 
Association. In this way we ran the 
successful Queen’s 90th party in Hever 
Castle, and fund the Hever Carols in the 
church and the Four Elms carols round the 
tree. This year we are supporting the 1918 
concert. 

We are very pleased to award small grants 
to local groups, for example Edenbridge 
Voluntary Transport and the Samaritans. 

We often debate our name because “Hever 
PC” does not reflect the whole parish. It is 
hard to think of a better name - FEVERbeech 
doesn’t do it - do let us have any ideas. 

You are always welcome to attend meetings 
– the next one is Tuesday 15th January 2019 
at Markbeech village hall.

Hever Parish Council  
by Charlotte Cole, parish clerk
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Sevenoaks council news

One of the many great privileges of 
serving as a councillor is the range 
of people one meets. Everyone has a 
different story, bringing to meetings 
or events their own experiences 
and expertise. Often it emerges in 
conversation that they are quietly 
putting their talents to good use 
supporting our community through 
volunteering.
 
Our cricket clubs, our village halls and our 
churches are all supported by committees 
of residents beavering away to sustain 
these local institutions. We benefit from 
residents’ associations, horticultural 
societies, litter picks, a citizens advice 
bureau, fetes, a parish council and plenty 
more – all led by volunteers.
 
A community’s strength is derived in no 
small part from those within it and it is 
therefore a testament to ours that there are 
so many people who are able and willing to 
give of their time. 
 
Recognising this, three years ago the 
District Council established with kind 
support from sponsors – and a small 
army of helpers – the inaugural Making It 
Happen Awards. I was privileged to attend 
the prize-giving and hear stories of truly 
transformative work touching the lives of 
thousands of people, which simply would 
not have occurred were it not for the 
generosity of others.
 
Duly inspired, the following year I 
nominated one of our own local success 
stories, which counts amongst its 
volunteers and beneficiaries many in our 
villages. 

In a moment of particular pride, the 
Edenbridge Voluntary Transport Service 
(EVTS) went on to win Charity of the Year in 
appreciation of the invaluable contribution 
it makes to our community. In testament to 
their characteristic modesty and dedication, 
the EVTS team was not present to receive 
their prize at the awards ceremony as they 
were assiduously attending to their AGM!
 
I am pleased to say the awards for 
unsung heroes across our patch are 
back with a greater number of categories 
than ever before: charity project of the 
year; community arts or sports group of 
the year; youth group of the year; best 
business in the community; individual 
community champion; carer of the year; 
equalities champion; lifetime achievement; 
community safety; dementia friendly 
initiative of the year; outstanding volunteer 
for local attraction; and, older persons 
group of the year.
 
If you feel it is high time a person, project 
or organisation got the recognition they 
deserve, do submit their details via www.
sevenoaks.gov.uk/communityawards – or 
let me know if you’d like a paper form. 
Nominations need to be submitted by 
Friday 14 December.
 
In the meantime, feel free to get in touch 
if there’s anything with which I might be 
able to assist.
 
Matthew Dickins
District Councillor for Cowden & Hever
Sevenoaks District Council, Argyle Road, 
Sevenoaks, Kent, TN13 1HG

cllr.dickins@sevenoaks.gov.uk
07910 328 110
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Pat Humphreys worked for the Astors 
at Hever Castle for 20 years and then for 
the Guthries for another five. She was 
born in Cork in Ireland. Her father died 
when she was in her early 20s and as the 
unmarried daughter she was expected 
to stay at home and look after her 

mother. But, encouraged by her sisters, 
she realised that she needed to live 
her own life and so, with only £5 in her 
pocket, and no family money behind her, 
she arrived alone in London in 1952 and 
got work as a secretary. Her aunts and 
uncles never forgave her for leaving. In 
1963, after ten years of living in “ghastly” 
bed-sits she was offered a job in the 
estate office at the Castle which had 
recently opened it doors to the public 
and moved down here. She lived in a flat 
in the Tudor village. 

The Astors loved Christmas and every 
year an enormous tree was erected in 
the inner hall which reached right up to 
the ceiling. Lady Irene would decorate 
it (with a little help from her staff) and 
presents were piled underneath. 
Highlights were the visits of local choirs 
who came to sing carols. Lord Gavin 
Astor would lower the drawbridge as the 
singers approached and the family and 
staff would gather to listen to the singing. 
Afterwards sherry and mince pies were 
offered round - wine was not drunk 
much in those days. 

Pat says that at the time she did not 
realise what a privilege it was to work 
at the castle. The Astors were good 
employers and the staff loyal, and it 
seemed an almost everyday experience 
to see the Queen and other grandees 
visiting, especially in the autumn for 
the famous Hever shoot. Pat enjoyed 
a happy retirement in Pigdown Lane 
and was busy as a churchwarden and 
a leading member of the Horticultural 
Society for many years. Her 90th 
birthday party at the golf club this year 
was a great success with locals and 
many relatives gathering to celebrate. 

Una Higgs was singing for the Astors 
well before Pat was there to hear her. 
She recalls: “In December 1938 I was 
asked to join a local choir for some 
carol singing. Loving singing, carols 
and Christmas I looked forward in 
anticipation. Our destination was Hever, 
our transport an open backed lorry used 
for delivering coal, which for our use 
had been swept and fitted with wooden 
benches (few people had cars in those 
days)! There had been an early fall of 

Christmas with the Astors ...and the Churchills

Pat Humphreys 
at her 90th 

birthday party
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snow, and the landscape sparkling in 
frost was lit by a low full moon in the 
sky, a Christmas card scene giving just 
the right atmosphere as we were driven 
along. Arriving at the castle we were 
set down by the drawbridge which we 
crossed to a warm, well lit Christmassy 
interior. There was a beautifully 
decorated tree reaching to the ceiling 
and huge swathes of evergreens criss-
crossing above our heads.

In the great hall we were greeted by J 
J Astor and his wife Lady Violet where 
we sang the carols in a very relaxed 
atmosphere, our hosts chatting with 
members of the choir in between. 
After about half an hour we made our 
farewells to the family and went to 
the kitchens where the French chef 
waited eagerly to join in our singing and 
rewarded each of us with a large orange.

By the next Christmas, 1939, there was 
no more carol singing as the war had 
overtaken us, but in 1949 I thought the 
time had come to revive old traditions 
and I gathered together a few friends, 
rehearsed, discovered that Hever was 
delighted to have us and set off.

The next year we did the same and it 
was during our rehearsals that the idea 
of singing through the year and perhaps 
give a charity concert was voiced and 
that was how the Forge Singers began 
and they are still alive and active locally. 
As more and more people joined the 
singers we became more ambitious 
and undertook musicals and an annual 
pantomime. The highlight of the Singers 
story must be the visit to Chartwell in   
1955 to sing carols to Winston Churchill 

and his wife on Christmas Day. We 
were asked to time it at 5 o’clock which 
meant we had to reshuffle a lot of our 
own family arrangements, but we all 
agreed it was something we had to do, 
and seeing the great man in his siren 
suit and slippers enjoying our singing is 
something none of us will ever forget.”

And, as Helen Francis, PR Executive 
writes, Hever Castle continues it’s 
Christmas traditions today, with rooms 
of the Castle beautifully decorated 
and themed around tales including the 
Nutcracker, The Tailor of Gloucester 
and ‘Twas the Night Before Christmas’ 
with twinkling lights and welcoming log 
fires. Outside visitors can enjoy a festive 
interactive trail themed around Charles 
Dickens’ ‘A Christmas Carol’. As dusk 
falls, the gardens are illuminated with up-
lighting and colour washes. 
Christmas activities also include a 
carousel and vintage fairground and on 
selected dates visitors can pose for a 
picture with a husky.

For more information visit hevercastle.
co.uk/whats-on

Una Higgs (front far right) and her carol 
singers in front of the Castle Christmas tree 
with Lord JJ and Lady Violet Astor in 1949.
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schooltime

news from Hever

This month, the children have been 
busy learning and remembering our 
fallen soldiers. 

In year 6, all the children made tissue 
paper poppies to create a splendid 
wreath. Ten of the children performed 
poems at the beautiful and moving 
Remembrance service for which 
they practised and rehearsed hard. 
Meanwhile a group of the children 
attended an Able Writers course with a 
well-known author and produced some 
excellent journalistic news reports.

In year 4 and 5 class, the children 
embraced the theme of Remembrance 
with a mature and reflective attitude; 
considering the thoughts and feelings 
of soldiers and their families whilst 
they were at war. They have made 
earthquake and tsunami dioramas to 
aid their learning about geographical 
changes and extreme global events. We 
are extremely proud of their initiatives 
to raise over £330 money to help the 
victims of the earthquake in Indonesia.

In year 3, the children enjoyed travelling 
back in time to the Stone Age for the 
day. They arrived in costume and 
spent the day talking, hunting and 
gathering food together in their tribes 
to learn about Stone Age life. As part 
of Remembrance the children created 
a beautiful Poppy Cross and thought 
about the impact war has on every day 
citizens as well the families that are left 
behind.

Year 2 class have shared facts about 
World War 1 and 2 to deepen their 
understanding of why we wear poppies. 
The children have been so considerate 
and thoughtful in creating their own 
wreath to be laid in church at our 
Remembrance service. They also 
studied the story of the Gunpowder plot 
and investigated the reasons why we 
have bonfires and firework displays in 
November.

In year 1 class the children also delved 
into the past. They focused on a map 
of the village of Hever dating back to 
1918. The children were amazed to 
recognise some of the landmarks we 
know and love today. In recognition of 
Armistice Day the children created a 
range of poppies. 

Finally, in our Early Year Reception 
class, the children have enjoyed reading 
“The Little Red Hen” and told the story 
to the whole school at the Harvest 
Festival. After receiving a Bread Recipe 
from The Little Red Hen they made 
their own bread and very much enjoyed 
eating it too! The class have been very 
expressive creating paper poppies 
and paintings for the Remembrance 
Service.

We are very excited to announce that 
the school has been awarded the 
Platinum Mark at the Literary Awards, 
which recognise the achievements of 
the whole school in raising standards 
and engagement in Literacy. This is the 
second year in a row we have won this 
and our success is down to the hard 
work and dedication of the staff and 
pupils.

Joanna Stratton



13

news from Four Elms
Nearly 101 Dalmatians… the rest 
got stuck at the roadworks! We had 
a great turn out for our walking party at 
the 90th Edenbridge Bonfire parade. 
It was quite a spectacle to see ‘Nearly 
101 Dalmatians’ in one place! Our 
mini Cruella de Vil came 1st in ‘Best 
Humorous Child Costume’ and our 
adult Cruella was 2nd in ‘Best Individual 
Humorous Adult Costume’. Overall, Four 
Elms Primary came 2nd in ‘Best Walking 
Party’.

New experiences
The children are getting stuck into their 
new experiences which put learning 
in a real life context. A highlight this 
term is the Willy Wonka themed 
‘Chocolate Advent-ure’ where children 
will be learning how to make their own 
chocolates, with help from the Science 
department at Sevenoaks school, for 
a class advent calendar. The children 
will trial and assess different flavours, 
textures and toppings to create a unique, 
delicious and mouth-watering delicacy. 
To inspire creative ideas, the children 
will be focussing on Roald Dahl’s classic 
story Charlie and the Chocolate Factory. 
Sounds delicious!
Sports
We are delighted to have attained 
our Bronze School Games Mark! We 
achieved this for the increasing profile of 
sports in the school and the number of 
competitions that we have participated 
in, such as football and cross country 
tournaments. As we go to print, the 
cross country team are competing in 
the Kent Junior Schools Cross Country 
Championships 2018 at the Kent 
Showground, Detling. Good luck Four 
Elms! 

Class Four have been given a fantastic 
opportunity to receive free cycling 
lessons through the British Council who 
support the training of Team GB! They 
will have several lessons before taking 
part in a national competition.

And finally, a pupil’s eye view
In the first of an occasional series 
uncovering what it’s really like to be a 
pupil at Four Elms Primary School, we 
interviewed one of the year 4 girls about 
‘Wake Up Shake Up’.
Q. So, what is wake up shake up 
exactly?
Pupil: It’s dancing to music outside in 
the playground at the start of every day 
before lessons start.
Q. How does it work?
Pupil: Years 5 and 6 lead the dancing 
and choose the music. We have to copy 
the moves that the leaders do. Everyone 
from year R to year 6 gets involved!
Q. Why do you start the day in this way?
Pupil: It’s so that our brains wake up 
ready for the school day.
Q. Why do you like it?
Pupil: It’s fun!

We think it sounds like a great way to 
start the day to boost energy levels and 
get ready for learning.

Nicole Holt

Scarlett Murray, 
aged 6, with her 
harvest alien. 
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 to add your company email the Editors. 
Just £25 per annum

Accommodation
Becketts B&B 	 bed & breakfast 	 01342 850 514
Art
The Topfoto Gallery 	 photo gallery, family albums, framing 	 01732 863 939
Bookkeeping
David James 	 accountancy services 	 01892 871 139
Southworth & Co 	 accounting services and software 	 01732 700 670
Building & Design Services
Albourne roofing 	 slating, tiling, flat roofing, repairs 	 01732 700 353
Charlie Thompson 	 plastering & property management 	 07468 596 786
Clare Elizabeth 	 painting and decorating 	 0777 5328781
G Moss 	 joiner & builder 	 01732 863 940
M & M Walker 	 painting & decorating, plumbing, heating 	07774 218 684
Wealden Interiors 	    bespoke carpentry and cabinet making 07711 129983
W Smithers & Sons 	 listed building, conversions, extensions,	 01342 850 559
Car repairs
R B Autos 	 service, MOT, repairs, home start 	 01732 860 077
Crafts
Woodlea Craft & Design 	 presents,pottery,lamps,baskets,jewellery 	01732 700 279
Cleaning
Housecleans 	 cleaning, ironing 	 01959 532 223
Zero Dry Time 	 d	ry carpet & upholstery cleaners 	 01732 387 046
The Oven Cleaner 	 hobs, ovens, extractors, agas 	 01732 863 864
Education
Markbeech Nursery 	 for children 2-5 years	  01342 850403
Chiddingstone Nursery
School 	 for children 2-5 years 	 01892 871315
Fitness
Toni’s Pilates 	 Personal training, pilates classes 	 07590 413 495
Hever Castle Golf Club 	 golf course 	 01732 701017
Chiddingstones Tennis Club		  07771 912 108
Falconhurst Cricket Club cricket and training sessions 		   07771 892762
balancelotts		    yoga classes				     07950 614904
Funeral Services
Alex Jones 	 funeral directors & monumental masons 	 01732 860047

Business directory
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Gardening and landscaping
Hever Landscapes 	 for all your garden projects 	 01892 740133
French’s Fencing 	 gates, automation, fencing 
	 supply & fitting 	 0779 5551436
R. Bennett 	 hedges, fencing, grass cutting 	 01732 862971
Sam Thompson tree care, felling, hedge cutting, logs 	 07747 345815
TJ Arb Tree services 	 professional tree surgeons 	 01342 851008
Chris St Pierre 
Tree Surgery 	 felling, planting, hedge cutting, 
	 woodland 	 01342 850248
Wilkinson Gardening 	 professional gardening services 	 07875 432097
Health
Emma Darthuy 
Chartered Physio 	 home physio visit, pilates classes 	 07530 857613
Private GP Clinic 	 Complete Private GP Service 	 01732 835212
Paul Marro 	 Cognitive Hypnotherapy 	 01732 808211
Step by Step 	 foot health practice 	 07786 038149
Home services
Andy Sayers Electrical Services 	
	 maintenance and repairs 	 01892 740631
Pegrum 	 fuels, boilers, plumbing,
	 solar panels, water/oil tanks	 01732 463256
SAS air conditioning 	 Installations, service, maintenance.
services	 domestic and commercial	 07717 318 075
Sure Kill 	 pest control services 	 01732 863206
Milborrow Chimney Sweeps 
	 pots, cowls, birdguards, stove repairs 	 01342 71790
IT
IT Wizard 	 Computer problems 	 01732 361234
Local Produce
Allman Butchers 	 meat & groceries 	 01732 863214
					  or 700288
Printing services
Newgraphic 	 leaflets, business cards, orders of 
	 service, invitations	 01732 862 222
Taxis and Travel
The Elegant Voyager 	 chauffeured classic car hire 	 07787 612 229
Stuart Rieman 	 luxury passenger car service 	 01883 715 037
Relyon Cars 	 local taxi company 	 01732 863 800
Venue Hire and Weddings
Falconhurst Weddings 	 01342 850526
Markbeech Village Hall 	 01342 850328
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2019 OPEN SEASON DATES 
 

Open from Sunday 31st March – Wednesday 30th October 2019 
Sun - Wed and Bank Holidays, 11am – 5pm 

 
Year round availability for weddings, parties, corporate events, groups & school visits 

 
      Chiddingstone, Kent TN8 7AD           www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk 

01892 870347          hello@chiddingstonecastle.org.uk 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

St. Paul’s Church Four Elms had 
a wonderful display of harvest 
gifts generously given by Four 
Elms Primary School and the 
congregation during our Harvest 
Service. All beautifully and 
imaginatively packaged in boxes, 

the produce will be given to the 
Food Bank in Edenbridge. 

It was a wonderful effort by the 
school and the congregation 
of Four Elms. Café Church had 
also celebrated Harvest at its 
monthly meeting in Hever School. 
Children and parents decorated 

letters spelling out Harvest as 
well as singing heartily and 
accompanying the last hymn with 
percussion instruments. 

Café Church’s next meeting 
is at Four Elms on Sunday 9 
December. We will be making 
Christingle Candles in the Parish 
Rooms and then a short service 
will follow in St. Paul’s Church. 
We welcome everyone to this 
lovely service.  

Christina Hodson

 FOUR ELMS REMEMBERS
A short Remembrance 
Service to commemorate 
the centenary of the 1918 
Armistice was well attended 
at the War Memorial in St. 
Paul‘s Church Gardens, Four 
Elms. The names of those 
who lost their lives in the first 
and second World Wars were 
read out and a wreath was 
laid remembering all who have 
lost their lives in conflicts 
throughout the years.  
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Country and gardening

Dear friends,
There is smoke in the chimneys, fires 
are lit every evening and the smell is 
cheerful and welcoming. Wood ash is 
good stuff to spread on your flower 
and vegetable beds, or your pots, 
rich in potassium (pot-ash) and good 
for your fruiting plants next year. 

This time of year is already too cold 
and too wet. Plants feel the change 
as much as us. Nothing seems to 
dry out before spring comes round 
again, and it is time to put the garden 
to bed for the winter. Nevertheless, 
even though it is warming and cosy 
to light a fire, you must beware while 
stockings go up in the fireplace: 
because “Santa Klaus is coming to 
town”. But Christmas is much more 
than that, it is about feelings and 
good cheer, a very special season.

In the southern hemisphere the 
monsoon brings good cheer (I 
don’t mean that Christmas is not 
well celebrated there as well!). The 
greatest river on earth moves in 
the air, and with it big herds travel 
thousands of miles to get to water. 
Many plants cope for long periods 
without rain, but sooner or later they 
will all need a good drink. Without 
rain plants cannot survive and we 
know all life depends upon plants.
The vegetation in the northeast of my 
home country, Brazil, seems dead 
during the dry season – you can only 
see leafless trees with contorted 
trunks over hot, dry, soil; any green 

is just from cactus trees. Mandacaru 
(Cereus jamacaru) is a tree cactus 
that comes into flower just before the 
rain arrives. How it times the bloom 
with the rain is anyone’s guess. But 
some cactus are epiphytes, and one 
of them takes pride of place in many 
households during Christmas, the 
Christmas cactus (Schlumbergera 
truncata). Our May flower, as it 
is known back home, is native to 
rainforests, where it is humid and 
warm but protected from direct sun, 
making it a perfect house plant. 

In Brazil it flowers in May when winter 
is just arriving, so here it flowers 
between November and January – 
ideal for the Christmas table. They 
need to be fed and watered regularly, 
but not excessively; cacti are not 
fond of too much water except 
during their growing season. Despite 
coming from the tropics they enjoy 
cooler temperatures. Apart from 
that, repot them every 2 years and 
enjoy their colourful cheer throughout 
Christmas, alongside all the activities 
drawing us to the mother church 
to join our neighbours in the divine 
blessings. 

Really, spirit of Christmas is found in 
our hearts, not down the chimneys.
Merry Christmas! 

 Ana Claudia.

PS: Special thanks to Joanna Wade, 
who inspired me to write about this 
species.
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OT Psalm NT Gospel Sunday

02 Dec Jeremiah 33: 14-16 25:1-9 1 Thess 3:9-
end

Luke 21:25-36 Advent 1

09 Dec Malachi 3: 1-4 Benedictus Philippians 
1:3-11

Luke 3:1-6 Advent 2

16 Dec Zephaniah 3:14-end 146:4-end Philipians 
4:4-7

Luke 3: 7-18 Advent 3

23 Dec Micah 5: 2-5a 80:1-8 Hebrews 
10:5-10

Luke 1:39-45 Advent 4

24 Dec Isiah 9:2-7 96 Titus 2:11-14 Luke 2:1-20 Christmas Eve

25 Dec Isiah 62: 6-end 97 Titus 3:4-7 Luke 2:1-20 Christmas Day

30 Dec Samuel 2:18-20.2 148:1-6 Colossians 
3:12-17

Luke 2:41-end Christmas 1

Date    Lectionary readings November 2018

Services in December 2018
 Services rota

Day Date Time Church Service Sidesmen

Advent 
Sunday

02 Dec
02 Dec
02 Dec

9.15
11.00
16.00

Markbeech
Four Elms
Hever

Sung Eucharist
Parish Communion
Evensong

Ricky Calvocoressi
Mary & John Proctor
Pat Evemy & Andrew Izod

Advent 2 09 Dec
09 Dec
15 Dec

9.15
11.00
16.30

Markbeech
Four Elms
Hever

Benefice Communion
Café Christingle
Village Carols

Ann Bellamy
Church wardens

Advent 3 16 Dec
16 Dec
16 Dec
21 Dec

9.15
11.00
17.00
19.00

Markbeech
Hever
Markbeech
Hever

Sung Eucharist
Parish Communion
Pub Carols
Nine lessons & 
Carols, Carol Supper

Nicki Talbot
Lisa & Will Cowell

Anne Simmonds

Advent 4 23 Dec
23 Dec

23 Dec

11.00
15.00

18.00

Hever
Four Elms

Markbeech

Benefice Communion
Carols in the Church 
Garden
Carol Service

Pat Evemy & Jan Tolfree

Liz Kaberry

Christmas 
Eve

Christmas 
Day

24 Dec
24 Dec
25 Dec

25 Dec

16.00
23.30
9.15

11.00

Hever
Hever
Markbeech

Four Elms

Crib Service
Midnight Communion
Christmas Family 
Sung Eucharist
Family Communion

Ana Roxburgh & Jane Rosam
Lisa & Will Cowell
Liz Kaberry

John & Christina Hodson

Christmas 1 30 Dec 11.00 Hever Benefice Communion Pat Evemy & Jan Tolfree

Epiphany 06 Jan 08.00
9.15
11.00

Four Elms
Hever
Markbeech

Holy Communion
Sung Eucharist
Parish Communion

Church Wardens
Ricky Calvocoressi
Anne Simmonds & Andrew Izod
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Churchwardens

Hever Jane Rosam 01732 868085

Four Elms Leslie Griggs
Gill Lambert

01732 700428
01732 862976

Markbeech Nicki Talbot
Marielou Linklater

01342 850526
01342 850579

From the register
Weddings
Sat 24th October Cornwell & Ilsley Markbeech
Baptisms
4th November Ruby Reilly-Smith Hever
Funerals
31st October Violet Simpson Markbeech
2nd November Bob Theobald Markbeech

Readers Intercessions Chalice

Vasile Nedelcu & James Calvocoressi
Mary Proctor & Gill Lambert
Anne Simmonds & Jane Rosam

Liz Kaberry
Marion Purrl

Vasile Nedelcu
Gill Lambert

Carol Bowern & Lynnie Hopkins Nick Irens

Elly Heard

Nick Irens

Roger Hopkins & Nick Irens
Andrew Izod & Robin Rouse

Ann Bellamy
Marion Purrl

Elly Heard

Nicki Talbot

Jane Rosam & Daryl Roxburgh Ana Roxburgh Cynthia Mead

Will Cowell & Jane Rosam 
Marielou Linklater & Nicki Talbot
John & Christina Hodson

Elly Heard
Flora Nedelcu
Marion Purrl

Jane Rosam
Nick Irens

Anne Simmonds & Andrew Izod Marion Purrl Cynthia Mead

Fiona Irens & Liz Kaberry
Daryl Roxburgh & Robin Rouse

Jill Linden
Ana Roxburgh

Vasile Nedelcu
Jane Rosam



The Link Team

Joanna Wade, Bridget Harris, Paul Houlton 
email: thelink@hever.org

Telephone 01732 700986 (Bridget) Mobile 07958 919 631 (Joanna) 
Address 1 Triangle Cottage, Hever Road, Hever TN8 7NL  

Benefice website threespires.wordpress.com Community website www.hever.org

The views expressed in the articles in this magazine are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent those of the editorial team. There is no implied approval or recommendation for any service 

or event advertised in the magazine. 

Copy for the January edition should reach us no later than 12th December. 
Subscriptions cost £5 pa if delivered by a volunteer. For payment either: a) Send a cheque payable 

to ‘The Link’ with your address to 1 Triangle Cottage, Hever Road, Hever TN8 7NL or b) Make a bank 
transfer or set up a standing order payment to ‘The Link’ at Lloyds a/c 01057697 sort 30-92-92 with 

postcode and surname as reference.

Here we are at Christmas time again, 
we’ve heard it all year round how 
Christmas is a wonderful time. But 
what does that really mean to us? 
Well for me, it’s the warm feeling of 
Christmas spirit that returns to cover 
our little village, it’s the community 
of Four Elms coming together to 
celebrate the life of Jesus Christ 
and it’s the people of Four Elms 
enjoying the lead up to Christmas. 
The festivity and spirit created by the 
brilliance of the holiday season can 
lift anyone’s mood. 

In Four Elms we are delighted with 
sights and sounds that are both 
merry and bright. The tree by the 
pond and church stands proud, 
while families come together to share 
their meals and gifts, neighbours 
exchange pleasantries and strangers 
share smiles because no one can 
resist its joyous essence. I am 
proud to be a part of the Four Elms 
community at Christmas time, 
because Christmas in Four Elms 
is simply wonderful and magical.  
Thank you.

Tia Batchelor

Living in Four Elms at Christmas



We provide emotional support, practical 
advice and advocacy services to victims 
of domestic abuse in West Kent.

Can you provide 5 - 10 hours a week?
You will be given our accredited 
domestic abuse training, be making a 
difference to your community and be 
part of a leading West Kent charity.

AVSSD
VOLUNTEERS 

NEEDED!


1 in 4
Women

     
1 in 6
Men

experience domestic abuse

Interested?  Want to find out more?
Email us at office@davss.org.uk

YOU can make THE difference.

BECOME A VOLUNTEER

Registered Charity No. 1143001
This is YOUR opportunity to make a difference AVSSD Domestic Abuse Volunteer Support Services



 

Unit 12, Gaza Trading Estate, Hildenborough, Kent TN11 8PL 

01732 463256 

SALES SERVICING 

AGA REFURBISHMENT 

RANGE COOKERS BOILERS 

WOOD STOVES SOLAR PANELS 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING 

GROUND & AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS HOT WATER CYLINDERS 

PLUMBING 

WATER TANKS OIL TANKS 

office@pegrum.net 

GAS LPG OIL SOLID FUEL 

 

 

FALCONHURST CRICKET CLUB, MARKBEECH 
www.falconhurstcc.co.uk 

The Club was founded in 1854 and cricket has been played here ever since. If 
you are looking for a friendly cricket club to play for – all ages and abilities 
welcomed – please contact Club Captain Rob McAllister:  

07884 483855 or email: captain@falconhurstcc.co.uk. 

There are also training sessions and matches for under-11 cricketers, please 
contact Youth Coach Brian Adcock to register an interest:  

brian.adcock@matrix.gb.com 

Accountancy Service 
Local, Professional and Friendly 

Accounts 
Payroll/PAYE 

Self Assessment tax returns 

VAT 
Book keeping 

Accounting/Consultancy advice 

No matter how big or small, with over 20 years’ experience, I can 
provide you with a local service tailored to your needs. 

Please call 01892 871139 or 07926 379522 
Email: david.james@dajames.com 

David James 
9 Dukes Meadow, Chiddingstone Causeway, 

Tonbridge, TN11 8LW 

 

 Domestic    Commercial    Industrial 

 
Slating/ Tiling/ Flat Roofing 

All Maintenance & Repairs & Property 
Renovations

For Free Estimates & Advice from City and Guilds Qualified Tradesmen 

T: 01732 700353 
M: 07767 893 772 

The Club was founded in 1854 and cricket has been played here ever since. 
If you are looking for a friendly cricket club to play for – all ages and abilities
welcomed – please contact Club Captain Simon Knechtli

on 07771 892 762  or by email: simon.knechtli@willistowerswatson.com

 

Unit 12, Gaza Trading Estate, Hildenborough, Kent TN11 8PL 

01732 463256 

SALES SERVICING 

AGA REFURBISHMENT 

RANGE COOKERS BOILERS 

WOOD STOVES SOLAR PANELS 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING 

GROUND & AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS HOT WATER CYLINDERS 

PLUMBING 

WATER TANKS OIL TANKS 

office@pegrum.net 

GAS LPG OIL SOLID FUEL 

There are also training sessions and matches for youth cricketers; please 
contact Youth Coach Paul Stephens to register an interest

on 07879 605 173



 

 
 

 
Catering for all occasions 

Tel: 01732 451468 

Quality menus from £5.50 for weddings, parties,  
club events, christenings and funerals.  

 
Also crockery hire available for 

your private use at home or a function. 

Tree Surgery,   

Felling,  Planting, 

Hedge Cutting,   

Wood Chip Mulch,   

  Woodland  

and Tree Surveys 

Telephone Chris St Pierre (01342) 850248 

(Mobile: 07860 128319) 

KLARGESTER 
Certified 
installer 

 

020                

SAS AIR CONDITIONING SERVICES

Domestic & Commercial

Sales  Installation  Service  Maintenance

Email: sureair@btinternet.com

Office: 01959 533490        Mobile: 07717 318075



MRS S F CARROLL 
M.Ch.S

REGISTERED 
CHIROPODIST/

PODIATRIST 

VISITING PRACTICE 

CHIDDINGSTONE 
HOATH 

Tel: (01342) 850426 

RATS! MICE! COCKROACHES! 
MOLES! SQUIRRELS! 

SURE KILL 

 

Marlpit Hill, Edenbridge, TN8 6JG 
Tel: 01732 863206 

Mobile: 07831 300947 

WASPS! FLEAS! MOTHS! ANTS! 

PEST CONTROL  
 SERVICE 

       Member of NPTA 

CHARTWELL  
the family home of Sir Winston 

Churchill, near Westerham

QUEBEC HOUSE 
Westerham, a charming village 

house, the childhood home 
of General Wolfe 

EMMETTS GARDEN 
the Garden at the top of the Weald, 

near Ide Hill 

All welcome visitors from 
near and far and are 

OPEN MARCH TO NOVEMBER 2012 

NATIONAL TRUST 

   * Chartwell the house is open from 
 10 March to 4 November, Wed−Sun 
 plus Bank Holidays, also Tues in 
 July and August.  
 The gardens, shop, restaurant, 
 studio and exhibition are open every 
 day from 10 March 2012 except 
 Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
 Car park open everyday for 
 countryside walks except 
 Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

* Quebec House  open Wed to Sun, 
 10 March to 4 November plus Bank 
 Holidays. 

   * Emmetts Garden  open Sat –Wed, 
 10 March to 4 November plus Bank 
 Holidays and Good Friday. 

For full details of opening times and events in 2012, please call:  

Chartwell, Mapleton Road, Westerham. TN16 1PS 
Telephone: (01732) 868381 

Email: chartwell@nationaltrust.org.uk 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
Established in 1955 

Members of the National Federation of Builders 
 

Listed Buildings, Conversions,
Extensions, Maintenance

& Repairs
 

W SMITHERS & SONS LTD 
Old Mill Yard  Telephone: 01342 850559 
Cowden Fax: 01342 850981 
Edenbridge Email: colin@wsmithers.co.uk 
Kent TN8 7JJ Website: www.wsmithersandsons.co.uk 

HEVER LANDSCAPES ltd 
We offer year-round garden 
management, regular maintenance or a 
one-off garden tidy/clearance. Grass 
cutting, lawn care, hedge-cutting, leaf 
clearing and jet-washing patios. 
Construction of vegetable patches, 
chicken runs, compost bins.  
Commercial contracts. 

We also offer complete landscaping 
projects, such as patios, retaining 
walls, all types of fencing, planting 

schemes, re-seeding and turfing, 
water features, wooden garden 

structures, tree surgery, hedge laying  
and woodland clearance. 

please phone Karl on 
01892 870520 or 07909 916909 

Est. 1997                   www.heverlandscapes.co.uk 

 
 

01892 740133 or 07909 916909

 

 

www.elegantvoyager.co.uk  

Chauffeured classic car hire 

for weddings and media events; 

luxury car transportation  

service and storage. 

info@elegantvoyager.co.uk 

01342 850335  

07787612229 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

‘Yoga classes tailored to your body’ 
 

Tuesday 6:45pm – 8pm Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Wednesday 9am – 10.15 am Hatha Yoga 

Thursday 6:45pm – 8pm Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
Friday 9am -10.15am Hatha Yoga 

Saturday 11am – 12pm Vinyasa Flow Yoga 
 

Mats can be provided 
 

£12 per drop in 
£50 5 class pass 

for more information contact me on 
mail@lotts.co 
07950614904 

or check out my website at www.lotts.co 
 

‘Yoga classes tailored to your body’ Tuesday 6:45pm - 8pm Vinyasa Flow Yoga
Wednesday 9am - 10:15am Hatha Yoga

Thursday 6:45pm - 8pm Vinyasa Flow Yoga
Friday 9am - 10:15am Hatha Yoga

Saturday 11am - 12pm Vinyasa Flow Yoga
Mats can be provided

£12 per drop in
£50 5 class pass

for more information contact me on
mail@lotts.co
07950 614904

or check out my website at www.lotts.co



 

 

MILBORROW 
CHIMNEY SWEEP 

“The Flueologist” 
THE SEVENOAKS WEALD & COWDEN SWEEP 

Gas Safe registered, H.E.T.A.S registered, Construction Line

All Flues, Agas, Rayburns, Stoves & Boilers Brush & Vac Swept, Servicing  
EXTREMELY THOROUGHLY 

* FREE * Survey/Safety Check of Appliance, Flue, Stack & Pot. 
Written Report – Guarantee Issued 

Fireplace Repairs, Fireback Replacements, Repointing, 
Advice, Problems Solved 

* Pots * Cowls * Caps * Birdguards Fitted * 
* HIGHLY RECOMMENDED * 

01342 850495 or 01732 590390 
Weddings attended with real live lucky black cat 

G  MOSS 
(Joiners & Builders) Ltd 

TEL/FAX: 01732 461943 
The Bull Pen, Wickhurst Manor Farm, Wickhurst Road, 

Sevenoaks Weald, Kent TN14 6LY 

QUALITY PURPOSE MADE JOINERY 

WINDOWS, HARDWOOD, SOFTWOOD, 
DOUBLE-GLAZED DOORS, STAIRCASES, 

KITCHENS, WARDROBES

We also provide a full building service. 

LOFT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS, CONSERVATORIES 
PLUMBING & DECORATING 

 
HIGH CLASS FAMILY BUTCHER 

49 HIGH STREET 
EDENBRIDGE 

Tel: (01732) 863214 
Home killed meat : free local delivery 

 
ALSO AT FOUR ELMS 

Tel: (01732) 700288 
Meat & Groceries available 

YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER 

 

T. ALLMAN BUTCHERS LIMITED 

 

  

 

BED & BREAKFAST

We can accommodate friends and relatives for 
you in a lovely en suite room.

We have two downstairs rooms, an antique four 
poster and a garden twin room with private 
seating in the garden. Upstairs we have a 
superking double bed which can be split into 
two twins. Complimentary tea/coffee plus Wifi.

Full English breakfast with vegetarian and 
vegan options. Alternatively, your guests can 
come back to your home for breakfast as often 
happens over the Christmas holidays.

CALL TODAY ON: 01342 850 514 OR 07884 427 550 
OR VISIT: BECKETTS-BANDB.CO.UK TO CHECK AVAILABILITY & BOOK ONLINE

NOT ENOUGH ROOM 
AT HOME FOR YOUR 
VISITORS?

info@becketts-bandb.co.uk



EMERGENCY BREAKDOWN SERVICE
including 24 hour home start

COMPUTER DIAGNOSTICS      SERVICING      MoT WORK & REPAIRS
WORKSHOP      WELDING      BATTERIES      PARTS & SPARES

Free vehicle collection and delivery

Little Foxes Farm
Roman Road
Edenbridge
TN8 5PN

AUTOS
RB Garage Services

Edenbridge

Tel: 01732 860 077
Mobile: 07831 191 844

Email: ross987butler@btinternet.com

FULLY QUALIFIED & EXPERIENCED MECHANIC

The Dartmoor Suite, Great Hollanden Business Centre
Mill Lane, Underriver, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN15 0SQ

 

 

Where your health is our only priority 
 

 Complete Private GP Service for 
all the family 

 Travel Clinic & Vaccinations e.g. 
Meningitis B, chicken pox etc 
 

NOW OPEN! 
 

T:   01732 835212 
E:   info@theprivategpclinic.co.uk 
W: www.theprivategpclinic.co.uk 
 



M: 07836 256146
P: 01892 740631
E:  info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk
W: www.andysayerselectrical.co.uk

PPART
Electrical Safety

• Installations, Rewires, Board Upgrades
• Fault Finding, Maintenance, Repairs
• Inspection & testing Reports
• Portable Appliance Testing (PAT)
• Qualified to BS7671 2008 17th Edition
• Building Regulations part P Compliant
• Prompt, Reliable & Competitive Rates

Electricity in safe hands
Domestic & Commercial

Sayers A7 Advert.qxp_Layout 1  03/01/2014  13:07  Page 1

Painting and
Decorating

Services

clareelizabeth100@gmail.com

Clare Elizabeth

0777 532 8781

Reliable
Local 

Friendly

Made to Measure: 
Kitchens and Dressing Rooms 

Wardrobes, Shoe Cupboards and Drawers 
Built in Shelving and Boxing 

Wine Racks and Display Cabinets

PLUS: 
Construction and Fitting of Flat Packed Furniture

Trustworthy, Tidy and Reliable, Fairly Priced

LOCAL REFERENCES AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

To Maximise Your Space 
Contact: 

Michael Paynter 
Tel: 07711 129983 

Email: michael.paynter@talk21.com

Wealden Interiors
Bespoke Carpentry and Cabinet Making



Fully qualified and insured

Professional Tree Surgeons
All aspects of tree surgery including 
Hedges & Stump Grinding 

WE STRIVE TO BEAT 
ANY QUOTE

Contact us now for a free quote
01342 851 008  I  07758 963 685 

info@tjarb-trees.co.uk
www.tjarb-trees.co.uk



MARK BEECH NURSERY SCHOOL 
Open Monday – Wednesday – Thursday – Friday 
mornings 9 a.m. – 12.15 p.m.  in the Village Hall 

and Monday and Wednesday afternoons till 3 p.m. 
Lunch Club available each day to 1.30 p.m. 

A warm caring environment for children 2-5 years  
with a beautiful outside play area. 

Vouchers accepted.  Musical Bumps on Friday mornings 
Do come and see us. To arrange a visit please contact: 

Mrs R Jordan (Manager) 07952 823852  
Mrs A Roberts-Cleeve 01342 850403 

 

 

 

 Woodlea 
Craft & Design 

PRESENT PARADISE 
Pottery, silk flowers, 
beautiful lamps, baskets, 
jewellery, stylish wrought iron, 
unusual toys, provencal soaps. 
The choice is enormous including 
many articles featured in glossy 

magazines, yet tucked away in one 
of the prettiest parts of rural Kent. 

Do come to see and browse. 

FOUR ELMS 
EDENBRIDGE, KENT 
01732 700279 

OPEN
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 10am-5pm 
SUNDAY 2pm-5pm 

FULLER’S FEEDS 

 
Need feed for your: 

Poultry, pigs, sheep or goats? 
 

20 kg bags delivered locally 
Competitive prices 

Telephone: Christine on 07909 514024 

or Simon on 07900 965930 



MARKBEECH VILLAGE HALL  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To book please telephone: Mrs Paige on (01342) 850328 
From £8 per hour 

New light and sound system 
Large garden at back ideal for wedding receptions. 

parties, etc. – please ask for further details 

 

Renowned Caring Service 
Offering Day & Night Attention 

A TOTALLY INDEPENDENT FAMILY CONCERN 
www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk 

ALEX JONES 
FUNERAL DIRECTORS & MONUMENTAL MASONS 

Home visits available 
Beautiful Private Chapel of Rest 

Pre-paid Funeral Plans 
Monumental Masonry 

LINGFIELD: 01342 832534 
1 East Grinstead Road, Lingfield Surrey, RH7 6EP 

EDENBRIDGE: 01732 860047 
29-31 High Street, Edenbridge, TN8 5AD 

 

Parish Magazine of  Hever, Four Elms & Markbeech 

50p OCTOBER 2012 

 

Markbeech village hall

To book please contact Mrs Paige at mbvh1924@gmail.com 
or on 01342 850328 • www.markbeechvillagehall.org.uk

Ideal for weddings and garden parties
• A beautiful rural setting

• Large and secure garden

• Capacity to seat up to 110 guests

• Fully functioning kitchen

•Great transport links

• Reasonable rates




