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HEVER LANDSCAPES ltd 
We offer year-round garden 
management, regular maintenance or a 
one-off garden tidy/clearance. Grass 
cutting, lawn care, hedge-cutting, leaf 
clearing and jet-washing patios. 
Construction of vegetable patches, 
chicken runs, compost bins.  
Commercial contracts. 

We also offer complete landscaping 
projects, such as patios, retaining 
walls, all types of fencing, planting 

schemes, re-seeding and turfing, 
water features, wooden garden 

structures, tree surgery, hedge laying  
and woodland clearance. 

please phone Karl on 
01892 870520 or 07909 916909 

Est. 1997                   www.heverlandscapes.co.uk 

 
 

01892 740133 or 07909 916909

TEL: 01342 850888

THE ONE STOP SHOP FOR GARDENS, ESTATES, 
SMALLHOLDINGS, EQUESTRIAN, GOLF COURSES & MORE

WILDERNESS FARM

MARK BEECH

EDENBRIDGE

KENT TN8 7LP

LEPPARDS

SALES,SERVICE & PARTS
BEING ONLY AN EMAIL/PHONE CALL AWAY

WE ARE WILLING TO ADVISE, SOURCE 
& HELP

info@leppards.com www.leppards.com

☎
EDENBRIDGE 862971

R. BENNETT
HEDGE LAYING

FENCING
MOBILE SAW BENCH
HEDGE TRIMMING

GRASS CUTTING
ROTAVATING

CONSERVATION WORK
UNDERTAKEN
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There was going to be a great deal going on in the next 
month or so but we are sorry to report that most, including 
the VE Day celebration, have been postponed. The litter picks 
on Good Friday in Four Elms and Markbeech have been 
cancelled but at the time of writing the Hever Litter Pick will 
take place in a “socially isolated” way. The churches have had 
to cancel their services with great reluctance. 

The Hever Festival in the open air theatre will be hoping to 
get going during the summer but the Chiddingstone Literary 
Festival has been cancelled.

And then there is that virus......If anyone ends up being stuck 
indoors and needs some local help such as shopping please 
do ring the editors or any of the churchwardens or those 
people listed on the back page. The Henry VIII, and possibly 
some of the other pubs, area offering takeaways (you need to 
collect). If you haven’t already, now is a good time to sign up 
for village emails, covering all three villages, on www.hever.
org and many of us are now also signed up to Nextdoor Hever. 
There is also information on the church Three Spires website. 

If you are stuck indoors, or need a break when working from 
home here are some ideas:
• Computers - now is the time to learn. 
•  If you are running low we can find you wool for knitting, 

jigsaws, lend DVDs etc. Just ask.
• Do a spring clean or do the weeding
•  Learn to play bridge on line (BBO and Bridge Club Live) or 

phone (Fun Bridge)
• Telephone an old friend
• Write your memoirs
•  Make some bunting which we can sew together in a long 

chain round each village once the isolation is over (and use 
later at all these postponed events). 

• Or, best of all, write an article for The Link!!!

I am off now to have a Skype drink with a friend (in other 
words we connect via the cameras on our computers and 
raise our glasses to one another from the comfort of our 
splendid isolation). 

Joanna Wade 

Welcome to the April edition 
We hope you enjoy it. 

 LIN
K
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For each 2 lb loaf tin:
600g mixed bread flour 
(I use 300g strong white, 200g 
wholemeal flour and 100g rye flour)
2 tsp salt
2 tsp quick yeast
a couple of handfuls of seeds, I use 
sunflower hearts, pumpkin seeds and 
chia seeds (optional)
500g (500ml) cold tap water 

The night before baking put all the flour 
and seeds, if using, in a large mixing 
bowl together with the salt and yeast 
and add the water. Mix well just to the 
point when all the flour is incorporated 
in the sticky dough and you can’t see 
any dry bits. This takes me less than 5 
mins. Cover the bowl with a tea towel 
or clingfilm and leave in the kitchen. 
Ours is cool overnight, if you have an 
Aga I’d leave the dough in a cooler 
place.

The next morning (about 10 hours later) 
grease a 2 lb bread tin. Put a little oil 
on a board and spread it with your 
hands. Then with oily hands scoop up 
the dough. It will just hold together but 
be very sticky. Put on the oily board 

and spread out the dough into a rough 
rectangle, roll up and spread again and 
repeat. 

Then place in the tin and leave to rise. 
After about an hour put a tray in your 
oven* and turn your oven on to its 
highest setting. As soon as its up to 
temperature slash the rising dough with 
a sharp knife, ideally serrated and pour 
some water onto the hot tray to create 
steam and put the bread in for 25 mins. 
Then turn the oven down, without 
opening it, to 180 degrees C** for a 
further 20 mins. Remove from the oven, 
take out of the tin and tap the loaf to 
check it sounds hollow. Leave to cool 
on a rack.

*I have a fan oven and I use the pan 
that came with it that hangs from 
grooves on either side of the oven. 
Then I put the oven rack on top. With 
conventional ovens you can just put the 
pan on the oven floor. 

**With a conventional oven set to 200 
degrees C

Bridget Harris

Easy delicious no knead overnight bread

Rather than embarking on yet 
another “freestyle” scarf, you can 
find knitting patterns on the Knit for 
Peace website.  

The charity grew out of projects 
established in Rwanda and India 

to bring women from traditionally hostile communities to knit together to 
make clothes for street children. 

The website has knitting and crochet patterns for simple things like toys 
for refugees or blankets for care homes. You can also sign up for its 
newsletter.
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FAST and EASY Teddy Bear Pattern 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Materials: 
 
Use the appropriate size of needles for the yarn you choose.  The weight of 
the yarn will determine the size of the bear.  Size 3.75 with double knitting 
yarn would be a good match. 
 
Pins to hold bear together while sewing; a tapestry needle; synthetic stuffing; 
dark coloured yarn or buttons for eyes, nose and mouth. 

 

Pattern: 
 
The bear is worked in stocking stitch throughout and is knitted from the feet 
up, over the top of the head and down the other side to the feet again. 
 
Begin with the legs and work two. 
Cast on 8 stitches and work 16 rows.  Break the yarn and leave the stitches 
on the needle. 
Cast on another 8 stitches and work another 16 rows. 
 
To work the body, knit across both legs and then work 12 rows. 
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OPENING ON THE 28th MARCH 
 

We look forward to welcoming all visitors at the end of March for our 2020 season, our Year of Japan. 
 

LITERARY FESTIVAL 2020 
 

In these uncertain times please check our website for the latest information regarding this event. 
 

 
 

The Japanese Room has been updated for our Year of Japan. In one of the antique cases we have recreated 
the look of Denys Eyre Bower’s displays – a fascinating jumble of unique Japanese objects in the style of a 
‘cabinet of curiosities’. Denys focused on collecting objects that he found visually interesting and crowded 
them into cases with few labels. He believed that if an expert visited they would know about the objects 

anyway and other visitors could just appreciate their beauty. There are also new information panels which 
explain the story of Denys’ Japanese collection and the history behind the objects. Visit the Japanese Room 

to discover new treasures from the collection which have been in storage for many years. Details about 
our Year of Japan and upcoming events can be found on our website, including a demonstration of ikebana 
(the art of Japanese flower arranging) on the 5th of April and tours of the Japanese Room on the 8th and 26th 

of April. 
 

Year of Japan Activities 
 

Sunday 5th April - Drop-in demonstration of the Japanese art of Ikebana (flower arranging).  Free with 
admission to the castle. 2pm - 4pm 
 

Wednesday 8th April - Two Japanese Room tours, each half an hour long aimed at a family 
audience.  Free with admission to the castle. First tour at 11.30am and repeated at 2.30pm 
 

Sunday 26th April - Two Japanese Room tours, each half an hour long aimed at an adult audience.  Free 
with admission to the castle. First tour at 1pm and repeated at 3pm 
 

Sunday 3rd May - Drop-in Koinobori making workshop (a traditional carp flag) for the Japanese festival 
'Children's Day' 11am - 4pm 
 

Exhibition of local history | Accredited Museum collections | Tudor origins 
Victorian rooms | 35 beautiful acres & fishing lake | Tea Room | Gift & Antique Shop 

 

Year round availability for weddings, parties, corporate events, groups & school visits 
 

Open 29th March to 28th October, Sundays to Wednesdays and 
 Bank Holidays (excluding Good Friday) 11am – 5pm, last entry 4.15pm  

For more information about our forthcoming events please visit our website 
www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk 

 
Chiddingstone, Kent TN8 7AD    -    01892 870347    -    hello@chiddingstonecastle.org.uk 
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Hever village hall 
9am – 12pm

Wear sensible clothes and 
boots and bring gloves. All other 
equipment (litter pickers, bags, 
bag hoops, high visibility jackets) 
provided. 

The trustees of Hever village 
hall would like to express their 
appreciation and gratitude 
for the very generous and 
unexpected bequest of £25,000 
from the estate of the late Anne 
Simmonds. 

The gift will enable the committee 
to proceed to the stage of seeking 
planning permission from the local 
authority to go ahead with

the regeneration of the hall in 
line with the results of the public 
consultation which took place in 
2018. 

This very welcome gift from Anne’s 
estate has boosted both our funds 
and our enthusiasm to forge ahead 
with this very worthwhile project for 
the village and local areas.

Gerry Ryan
Chairman of Trustees 

Litter pick on Good Friday



5

The red-haired Dean 
“He is of small stature, with red hair, 
sober in eating and drinking, and 
speaking little”. This is a contemporary 
description of John Barlow who 
became Rector of Hever in 1525. 
John was born in Essex and began 
his university education at the new 
Corpus Christi college in Oxford in 
1517, the same year that Martin Luther 
nailed his 95 theses to the church door 
in Wittenberg. After a few years as a 
fellow of Merton college he arrived in 
Hever, a condition of his appointment 
being a “first fruits” payment to the 
Pope of £15 (about £15,000 today).

As chaplain to Sir Thomas Boleyn, 
Viscount Rochford, John found himself 
in the midst of a fascinating family. 
It was not long before he was at the 
centre of Henry VIII’s courtship of Anne 
and his attempts to divorce Catherine. 
Henry sent Barlow to Italy in 1527 as 
his personal courier to carry a message 
to the envoy sent to Rome to intercede 
with the Pope. The envoy, William 
Knight, wrote to Henry from Foglino, 
about 100 miles north of Rome:“.....a 
chaplain of my Lord Rocheforte arrived 
here with yor Graces letters directed 
unto me, and in the same a minyute for 
your dispensation, newli conceived”.

That mission failed and Barlow was 
sent on a second perilous mission to 
Italy the next year. Whilst the missions 
failed the Boleyns were pleased with 
John and wrote to Cardinal Wolsey 
asking him to give him the living at 
Sundridge which had become vacant. 
Wolsey made a mistake and offered 
Tonbridge causing Anne to write 
reproachfully:“I do trust your grace do 

grant him Sondrig. And considering the 
pains that he hath taken, I do think that 
it shalbe very wel bestowed. And in so 
doing I reckyn my self much bound to 
your grace for al those that hath takyn 
pain in the kings matter. It shalbe my 
daily study to imagine al the ways that 
I can devise to do them service and 
pleasure.”

John duly received the Sundridge 
living in 1528 and held it until the 
reign of Queen Mary whilst also being 
appointed as Dean of the college of 
Westbury-on- Trym near Bristol. His 
Channel-hopping continued for a few 
more years and he carried messages to 
George Boleyn who was Ambassador 
to France so his parish work would 
probably have been carried out by 
curates whose salaries he would have 
paid from his own income. 

No one knows what John’s views 
were about the break with Rome 
but there is evidence that he and his 
brother William, Bishop of St David’s, 
both benefitted from Anne Boleyn’s 
patronage as Marchioness of Pembroke 
and promoted her cause in return. 
His star did not wane with Anne’s 
execution, by 1544 he was Dean of 
Worcester Cathedral, but it plummeted 
to earth when Queen Mary came to the 
throne in 1553. William was imprisoned, 
recanted his Protestant views and 
was released into exile and John 
disappeared from view - no one knows 
how his story ended.

This article comes from research by Tim 
Treml, if anyone would like a copy of his 
booklet, please ask the editors. 

Joanna Wade
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As County Councillor for Sevenoaks 
Rural South, I am writing to get KCC’s 
message out that Social Care services 
both for the elderly and the young will 
do their utmost to cope in this growing 
crisis, looking after those in their care. 
They are quietly confident that they 
can do so, however they welcome all 
the help that local volunteers can give, 
looking especially after the elderly who 
are going to have to self isolate in their 
own homes.

As for me, I too will be self isolating but 

constantly in touch with colleagues at 
KCC. I of course do not want anyone to 
fall through the net so I can contact the 
right people at County Hall to give ad-
vice and help and come to their rescue 
if necessary.

My email address is Peter.lake@kent.
gov.uk and my mobile is 0774070 1695. 
I am sure we will all get through these 
very difficult times if we stick together 
and follow the advice given by Govern-
ment and the NHS.

Peter Lake

A message from the County Council

Bobby – pet of the 
month
For about three years we have had 
two cats, Bobby and Florrie, named 
after Carol’s parents. We had always 
thought that Florrie was the feisty, 
adventurous one, so when Bobby 
went missing recently, on a Sunday 
evening, we thought it was unusual, 
but not really worrying, especially as 
he had eaten some of Carol’s cake!

When he had not returned on 
Monday we started worrying, even 
more so when he had not returned 
by Tuesday, and then Wednesday. 
Late Wednesday afternoon a lovely 
neighbour called to say she thought 
Bobby was high up in one of her oak 
trees, and, indeed he was. A local 
tree surgeon managed to entice him 
down on Thursday morning and 
this is a picture of him looking a bit 
bedraggled, after his safe return.

Initially, Florrie seemed to miss her 
brother, but she had become used 
to having the house, and us, to 
herself and was a bit miffed when 
he returned. After a few ‘arguments’ 
they seem to have settled down and 
now get on pretty well.

Carol and Doug Bowern



7

Lieutenant General Sir Napier 
Crookenden KCB, DSO, OBE, DL 

Napier Crookenden was a career 
soldier born in 1915, trained at 
Sandhurst and commissioned into 
the Cheshire Regiment in 1935. 
He was 24 when WW2 broke out 
and in 1943, having volunteered for 
parachute training, he served as a 
Brigade Major in the 6th Airlanding 
Brigade, planning to land soldiers in 
gliders on D Day near key bridges 
across the River Orne which flows 
through Caen, the city at the heart of 
the Normandy landings. 

The gliders were duly despatched 
on 6 June 1944 in an audacious and 

perilous exercise aimed at taking the 
Germans by surprise and capturing 
Benouville Bridge. They landed 
mainly on target but with some 
serious injury to soldiers who could 
not see where they were landing in 
the dark. The bridge was taken in a 
decisive victory during the bumpy 
and agonising progress to victory. 
The bridge was renamed Pegasus 
Bridge, the shoulder emblem of the 
Parachute Regiment. It is impossible 
to avoid recording that one of the 
Parachute battalions was led by 
the wonderfully named Lieutenant 
Colonel Pine-Coffin. 

Napier Crookenden’s part in the 
success was recognised with 
promotion to Commanding Officer of 
the 9th (Eastern and Home Counties) 
Parachute Battalion, leading his 
Regiment in a famous action at 
Merville and capturing a massive 
German gun battery, constructed 
of so much concrete that it was 
impervious to bombing, which was 
a great threat to troops landing on 
Sword Beach. He was in the thick 
of bitter fighting during the winter of 
1944 called “the Battle of the Bulge”, 
the last German offensive against 
the allied advance towards Germany. 
He then took part in the last great 
parachute operation of the war, 
the crossing of the Rhine. He was 
awarded a DSO (like his father before 
him) and was moved on to Israel to 
help maintain order during the dying 
days of the British mandate.
 

local heroes
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After the war he was Director of 
Operations during the Malayan 
Emergency. He was made Director 
of Land/Air Warfare at the Ministry 
of Defence in 1964 and was the 
last General Officer Commanding-
in-Chief of Western Command 
from 1969. He served in Northern 
Ireland and, as he was very much 
a “soldier’s general”, made a point 
of going out on foot patrols on the 
Falls Road. He was knighted in 1970 
and retired in 1972.

In retirement he and his wife moved 
to Four Elms and he became 
Colonel of the Cheshire Regiment, 
a trustee of the Imperial War 
Museum, lieutenant of the Tower of 
London, a notably successful chair 
of SSAFA (the Soldiers’, Sailors’ 
and Airmens’ Families Association), 
Deputy Lieutenant for Kent and - 
most importantly of all of course - a 
Churchwarden at Hever where he 
was very active and much loved. 
He also lectured on military history 
and wrote three books. Una Higgs 
remembers a trip to the D Day sites 
with him. They found Leo Marks’ 

poem “Yours” on the wall of the 
Pegasus café:

The life that I have
Is all that I have
And the life that I have
Is yours.

The love that I have
Of the life that I have
Is yours and yours and yours.
 
A sleep I shall have
A rest I shall have
Yet death will be but a pause.
 
For the peace of my years
In the long green grass
Will be yours and yours and yours.

The poem was written for his 
girlfriend Ruth who had died in a 
plane crash in Canada but it had a 
second purpose as an encrypted 
message. Marks was head of 
the Code office of the Special 
Operations Executive in Baker 
Street (where Anne Greig and Paul 
Aronow’s father also worked) and 
the poem was used to send coded 

messages to agents in 
France, including Violette 
Szabo. 

Napier Crookenden died in 
2002 and there are memorial 
plaques to him in Chester 
Cathedral, the Tower of 
London and Hever Church. 
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what I do

Hello, I’m Ailsa Molyneux. I am 
the Theatre Director at Hever 
Festival Theatre.

Having studied music at 
university, my theatre career was 
based firmly 
in the world 
of opera until 
I decided I 
wanted to work 
more locally, 
to stop touring 
and to enjoy 
the privilege 
of working in a 
beautiful place. 
This led to my 
first job with 
Hever Festival 
Theatre in the 
days when the 
Theatre was a 
repertory house 
based on the loggia. I have loved 
both the Theatre and Hever Castle 
ever since.

Hever Festival Theatre is 37 years 
old this Summer. It began as a 
rep season, the passion of Ron 
Palmer and his family and has 
grown into a diverse, bustling 
Festival. Spread over six weeks 
in the Summer, there are events 
to suit every taste. Described as 
‘The West End in the Garden of 
England’ a visit to the theatre at 

Hever Castle is an unforgettable 
experience.

2020 promises to be another 
exciting year in which we will be 
celebrating ‘the best that Britain 
has to offer.’ Shakespeare’s Globe 
on Tour is one of our new partners 

and at the end of 
August they will 
be performing 
three of the 
Bard’s plays. We 
are also working 
with many local 
artists as well 
as historians, 
musicians, 
a vicar, 
Harry Potter 
enthusiasts and 
magicians.

Hever Festival 
Theatre 
combines world-

class performances and a picture 
book Tudor Castle set in beautiful 
gardens with stunning views. 
Whilst many enjoy a lakeside 
picnic, the restaurant, providing 
delicious food, is open throughout 
the Festival. No wonder I don’t 
want to be anywhere else this 
summer…

www.heverfestival.co.uk
Box Office 01732 866114
23 May – 30 August 2020
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Potholes
Kent County Council, Highways 
Dept. is responsible for the 10,000 
km of roads around Kent (not for 
motorways or trunk roads).
1.64 million people use these 
roads and almost 1,000,000 
vehicles and usage has doubled 
in the last 25 years. KCC’s 
website allows you to report a 
problem very easily:
https://www.kent.gov.uk/roads-
and-travel/report-a-problem
 
KCC says: “We are continuing 
to fix potholes as part of our 
£7.5 million Pothole Blitz. Since 
the beginning of the year, we’ve 
fixed over 26,000 potholes in 
response to over 14,000 received 
fault reports. You can let us know 
about any potholes via our online 
reporting tool, which will help us 
schedule repairs as quickly as 
possible.

We aim to make a permanent, 
quality repair by cutting out a small 
section of the road around the 
hole, clearing out the old material 
and filling it with new tarmac. If a 
road has lots of potholes we may 
need to complete a larger patch 
or resurface the whole section. 
For emergency potholes, we 
sometimes make an instant repair 
by quickly filling the hole. This is to 
make the road safe straight away 
whilst we schedule a full permanent 
repair to prevent potholes from 
forming in the future.

Following recent bad weather and 
flooding, we will be prioritising 
pothole and emergency repairs and 
reports of floods that are a risk to 
road users or property for the next 
few weeks.”
 

Photographic 
Competition: 

‘Your Eden Valley’
Open to all, this is a chance to get 

your photograph in Eden Valley 
Museum’s 2021 calendar.

 The photos will be judged at 
the Museum’s 20th anniversary 

coffee morning on 27th June and 
afterwards will be displayed in the 

museum until the 31st August. 

The top 12 will be printed in 
the 2021 calendar and winners 
will receive a free copy. It’s one 
submission per person, 8”x6” 

landscape. Please submit before 
the 31st May and include a title 

and location, your name, address 
and contact details to curator@

evmt.org.uk
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Gatwick The Clerk attended a 
“roundtable” meeting regarding Gatwick 
Northern Runway Project. The current 
consultation is part of the process to 
bring the emergency runway into use. The 
runway is 2.5km long (the main runway 
is 3.3km). If brought into regular use, it 
would enable up to 70 movements of 
planes an hour, an increase of 74 million 
passengers per year. There would not be 
in increase in cargo flights. The plans have 
to include infrastructure such as improving 
the access from the M23 (Junction 9). The 
plans would lead to about 20,000 new jobs 
(8,000 on the airport site). 

The Consultation document (over a 1000 
pages) will be out soon and now is the 
time to engage. The Secretary of State is 
expected to make a decision late in 2022. 
Hever Parish Council is part of the High 
Weald Councils Aviation Action group and 
the 3 HPC Councillors who attend this 
on your behalf will consider our response 
carefully http://www.hwcaag.org/
For more information see  
www.gatwickairport.com/community
If you have views on this, please attend 
a parish council meeting, email the 
Clerk (clerk@hever.org) or comment on 
Facebook (Hever Parish Council).

Licensing The Clerk now receives updates 
electronically from the Licensing Authority 
(Sevenoaks District Council) on any new 
or amended licensing applications in our 
parish and will list these at every Council 
meeting.

Four Elms pond Excess aquatic plants 
are to be removed from the pond soon, 
these will have to “rest” on a part of the 
bank to allow the bugs to crawl back into 
the water, so if the area is a little unsightly 
for a while, please bear with us.

Bus shelters The Clerk received happy 
news that the refurbished Four Elms bus 
shelter (which was a salmon pink colour 
previously) with its new green bench 
and enlarged perspex window is much 
appreciated by users. Watch this space 
for new, covered, accessible, magnetic 
noticeboards for all the bus shelters in 
the parish. They are a vast improvement 
and no more injured thumbs trying to post 
notices on them. Hoorah

Christine Thompson resigns The 
Councillors and Clerk would like to express 
huge thanks to Christine Thompson, 
Councillor for Four Elms ward for her many 
years of stellar service to the Council and 
community. In particular, her lead of the 
Planning Committee has been key to the 
high praise the Council receives from the 
District planning authority for considering 
all planning applications with such a 
logical, thorough and expert approach 
and not shying away from contentious 
applications or decisions.

Free family fun days
30th July Four Elms recreation ground 
(behind school) 
13th August Hever village hall 10am – 
2pm.
More information to follow, bring the kids 
and a picnic for free activities (indoors and 
outside). 

Next Parish Council meetings
Tuesday May 5th Four Elms village hall 
Meeting / AGM 7.30pm
Thursday 28th May Hever Village hall 
Annual Assembly 7.30pm

Any queries please contact the Clerk 
clerk@hever.org 

Hever Parish Council 
by Charlotte Cole, parish clerk
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schooltime

news from Hever
In a climate of uncertainty and 
change we are doing all we can to 
keep everyone safe and well. While 
the school has closed following 
government guidelines we will 
continue to care for vulnerable 
children and those whose parents are 
key workers.
 
This week Acorn class has been 
practising using their phonics sounds for 
reading and writing. They are learning 
how to write a short sentence. Acorns 
have been trying so hard with their 
reading and parents and carers have 
been supporting learning at home. In 
Maths they have been learning about 
pairs and working out how many pairs 
of socks different animals would need! 
They are also using numbers in their 
roleplay and shapes in construction. 
It has been an extremely muddy few 
weeks out in the forest! This week 
children built a rain shelter and huddled 
underneath it to drink hot chocolate and 
they created little rafts for the stream.
 
Elderberry have been growing cress 
to conduct an investigation into what 
plants need to grow, deciding what to 
change in their variables. The children 
have been working hard on their 
multiplication and division skills, using 
arrays and making equal groups through 
sharing.
 
Elm Class have been deepening their 
understanding of non-fiction explanation 
text, the children worked collaboratively 

to create a new food for robot dogs, 
with a new brand name and catchy 
slogan. Also this week the children 
have designed their own experiments 
based around the scientific principles 
of the ‘fair test’ and their understanding 
of the factors needed for healthy plant 
growth. They spent time discussing 
their thoughts regarding the control of 
variables, before settling on one which 
they wanted to explore.
 
Willow Class, over the last two weeks, 
have written some amazing pieces 
about the book, ‘The Iron Man’ by Ted 
Hughes. The children were asked to 
explore the language and style of the 
Iron Man before creating their own 
descriptions and then writing a prologue 
in the style of Hughes.
 
We have had another fantastic week of 
learning in Chestnut class this week. The 
children have worked hard to complete 
their biographies on Claude Monet and 
moved onto planning a missing poster, 
based on an accident with a group of 
explorers in an Avalanche. Inspiration 
for this was seen from a disappearance 
reported in Scotland last week.
 
Last Thursday, our teachers and pupils 
had a great time celebrating World Book 
Day. A lot of fun and exciting activities 
took place. The children were thrilled to 
hear the news that Michael Rosen, the 
famous children’s author, is coming to 
visit us in November! We are all looking 
forward to hearing his inspirational 
words!

Joanna Stratton
Headteacher
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Rights respecting
Recently, the whole school has been 
focusing on raising awareness about 
disabilities as part of ‘The right to be 
treated fairly’. 

Class One have created an audio book 
for those who are visually impaired 
which was shared with a member of 
the local community who is visually 
impaired. They provided feedback and 
the children will respond to this before 
sharing their audio book with a larger 
audience of visually impaired people. 
When visiting the school, the lady 
stated that the children “were lovely 
and had great questions” and also 
commented that it is wonderful that we 
are raising awareness of disability as a 
school.

Class Two have learnt a great deal 
of sign language and have created a 
video of key phrases and words. They 
have been visiting other local primary 
schools to share their learning in the 
hope this will also inspire other schools 
to become more inclusive and learn 
sign language.

Class Three have been learning about 
hidden disabilities and how our local 
Waitrose can support people with 
these. This term they will have a visit 
from a representative from Waitrose 
Head Office, to present their ideas 
and, once approved, they will share 
these ideas with our local Waitrose in 
Edenbridge.

Class Four’s goal is to raise awareness 
of accessibility for people with physical 
disabilities. So far, they have tested 
out our school and field environment 
to identify how wheelchair accessible 
this is. They will be writing letters to the 
local community to raise awareness 
of the impact of an accessible 
environment.

Positive relationships and anti-
bullying programme
The whole school has signed up to a 
fun five-week programme delivered 
by the West Kent Community Youth 
Services Team. The programme 
focuses on positive relationships, 
empathy and self-esteem, to help the 
children understand the importance of 
kindness and teamwork.

Sport Relief
Sport Relief is a fundraising event run 
by Comic Relief that harnesses the 
power of sport to raise money and 
transform lives. In exchange for a 
donation to the charity, all the children 
were able to come to school dressed in 
either sporty clothes or as a sports star. 

During the afternoon, the Rights 
Respecting Ambassadors ran some 
fun sports activities for each class with 
prizes for the winners, bringing the 
whole school community together to 
get active and have fun. It helped the 
children to understand that their own 
school can make a real difference to 
people’s lives.

Nicole Holt

news from Four Elms
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 to add your company email the Editors. 
Just £25 per annum

Agricultural Engineers
Leppards  plant and machinery hire and more  01342 850888
Art
The Topfoto Gallery  photo gallery, family albums, framing  01732 863 939
Bookkeeping
David James  accountancy services  01892 871 139
Southworth & Co  accounting services and software  01732 700 670
Building & Design Services
Albourne roofing  slating, tiling, flat roofing, repairs  01732 700 353
Causeway Joinery bespoke joinery for the public and trade 01342 850170
Clare Elizabeth  painting and decorating  0777 5328781
G Moss  joiner & builder  07778 440 644
Jem Pickard  painting and decorating 07850 371558 or 01732 863062
M & M Walker  painting & decorating, plumbing, heating  07774 218 684
Richard A Maslen   Fine furniture and bespoke joinery        07930 341 415
TN16 Handyman   property maintenance, home repairs, 
    painting, gardening            074754 38788
W Smithers & Sons  listed building, conversions, extensions, 01342 850 559
Crafts
Woodlea Craft & Design  presents,pottery,lamps,baskets,jewellery  01732 700 279
Cleaning
Housecleans  cleaning, ironing  01959 532 223
Zero Dry Time  d ry carpet & upholstery cleaners  01732 387 046
Commercial Property
Hever Business Centre Office Suites - Karrison Property  01959 563800 
Dog grooming and walking
Yappy Days  dog walking and pet sitting – Katie  07768 614577
Wash n blow, dogs to go – dog grooming - Chris:  01892 740170/07736 484184
Education
Markbeech Nursery  for children 2-5 years  01342 850403
Chiddingstone Nursery
School  for children 2-5 years  01892 871315
Equestrian  
Four Elms Farm Livery   07771 634995
Fitness 
Toni’s Pilates  Personal training, pilates classes  01892 711 197
Hever Castle Golf Club  golf course  01732 701017 
Chiddingstones’ Tennis Club  07771 912 108 
Falconhurst Cricket Club  cricket and training sessions  07771 892762

business directory
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Funeral Services
Alex Jones  funeral directors & monumental masons 01732 860047
Gardening and landscaping
Hever Landscapes  for all your garden projects  01892 740133
French’s Fencing  gates, automation, fencing 
 supply & fitting  0779 5551436
R. Bennett  hedges, fencing, grass cutting  01732 862971
Sam Thompson tree care, felling, hedge cutting, logs  07747 345815
Health
Emma Darthuy 
Chartered physiotherapist home physio visit, pilates classes  07530 857613
Hever Castle Health and Wellbeing Centre, classes and treatments  01732 651359
Paul Marro  Cognitive Hypnotherapy 
 www.htheraphy.co.uk 01732 808211
Step by Step  foot health practice  07786 038149
Hairdressing
Rosemary’s hairdressing in the comfort of your own home  07813 400393
Home services
Andy Sayers  electrical services  
 maintenance and repairs  01892 740631
Daren Wood Chimney sweep, pots and cowls fitted  01959 564263
Pegrum  fuels, boilers, plumbing,
 solar panels, water/oil tanks 01732 463256
Sure Kill  pest control services  01732 863206
IT
IT Wizard  Computer problems   01732 361234
MR Computing computer repairs in your home, no call out charge  0800 6129534
Local Produce
Allman Butchers  meat & groceries  01732 863214
     or 700288
Printing services
Newgraphic  leaflets, business cards, orders of 
 service, invitations 01732 862 222
Travel, Taxis and bike hire
Country Hire and Go,  electric bike hire and local taxi service     07723054863
Stuart Rieman  luxury passenger car service  01883 715 037
Relyon Cars  local taxi company  01732 863 800
Travel Counsellors  tailor-made travel, leisure & business 
      olivia.wells@travelcounsellors.com 
Venue Hire and Weddings
Chiddingstone Castle  01892 870347 
Falconhurst Weddings  01342 850526
Markbeech Village Hall  01342 850328
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news from the pews

Announcing the appointment of Rev 
Simon Braid as Priest in Charge

We are delighted to announce Simon’s 
appointment, a unanimous decision 
by the panel of local PCC members. 
Simon and his wife Susie are well 
known to most of us and Simon brings 
a wealth of experience. Until recently an 
associate Vicar in Hildenborough, he is 
currently licenced to the Deanery where 
he has helped lead mission and growth 
in the Diocesan ‘Called to Grow’. As a 
retired accountant it is also a measure 
of his experience that he is a member 
of the Diocesan Finance Committee.
 
Simon is a very capable individual 
who more than satisified the criteria 
we identified for a new incumbent. His 
licensing was to be a big public event 
but it will now be held privately in the 
near future. 

Simon has added the following 
message: ‘Susie and I are delighted 
to be joining you. But obviously we 
hadn’t expected to be doing so in such 
unprecedented circumstances. Despite 
the fears, worries and uncertainty 
caused by this pandemic, it’s so 
encouraging to see the communities 
pulling together. The church will be 
playing its part and we are putting 
together lists of people who need 
particular help – especially those who 
may not have access to the internet 
- and I will be part of a plan to phone 
any who are isolated to offer a friendly 
word, prayer and encouragement as 
well as whatever help we are able 
to provide. I’ll be recording short 

Eucharists for Sundays and the 
Easter services, as well as some other 
spiritual help and guidance including 
how to pray during the crisis. This 
will be put on the church website and 
Facebook page. Do also look out for 
national broadcasts from the Church of 
England. God bless you all.’

Four Elms
Rarely (if ever) do we cancel a service. 
However, the exceptionally bad weather 
in February caused our minister, 
Sally Musson to be stopped in her 
flooded tracks somewhere between 
Hildenborough and Four Elms. We 
thank Sally for making the effort to 
get as far as Bough Beech. Had she 
arrived at St. Paul’s she would have 
witnessed mops and buckets to the 
fore attempting to dry out the church. 
Our problem was minor compared to 
others around the country who have 
lost possessions and homes to the 
unprecedented rainfall. Our thoughts 
and prayers are with these very 
unfortunate people.

All of which concentrates our minds on 
the serious problem of climate change. 
This has taken a back seat to the 
Coronavirus outbreak, equally serious, 
but the climate change issue is not 
going away any time soon. We all need 
to address the way we use resources 
which contribute to the problem. And 
St. Paul’s must address it as well. 
The APCM of the PCC has had to 
be postponed. When it is rearranged 
everyone will be welcome, especially 
those who are on our Parochial 
Electoral Roll. Membership of the 
Parochial Electoral Role demonstrates 
that you are an interested supporter of 
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St. Paul’s Church Four Elms. You may 
not regularly worship at the Church but 
you still love the building and its place 
in the village. You may even enjoy the 
seasonal services and, of course, those 
times which touch your own families.  A 
notice board in the Church will provide 
you with more information. 
And finally, Leslie Griggs has retired as 
a greatly respected Church Warden. 
Richard Bennett has replaced Les. 
Thank you Les and thank you Richard. 

Christina Hodson
Churchwarden

Hever
Last month’s Hever Parish lunch was 
a time of celebration as we shared 
Ann Cleeve’s birthday. Given current 
advice about gatherings it will be the 
last for a while. Regrettably the church 
services have stopped but we are 
putting in place alternatives such as 
online readings and services that can 
be followed at home at regular times, 
such as morning prayer at 9.30am on 
Wednesdays and afternoon prayer at 
4.30pm on Thursdays plus a Sunday 
service. As we continue through 
Lent we will also make available the 
‘Caring for God’s creation’ lent course 
readings, prayers and reflections. 
Please check the ThreeSpires website 
for regular updates and news. 

Our obvious joy in Rev Simon Braid 
being appointed Priest in Charge has 
been very timely indeed and Simon 
is currently compiling a large list of 
telephone numbers and details so that 
he can stay in touch with us all.

We may all find that we have more time 
on our hands in the coming weeks and 

I would like to offer the following:-

Gardening. Now is a very good time 
to start thinking of the growing season 
ahead. If you are in need of any 
compost, seeds or other gardening 
sundries, I can help deliver these to 
your door in my wonderful little red van! 
Hever Horticultural Society are asking 
their members to sow a few extra 
seeds to make seedlings and plants 
available and we are hoping to do the 
annual plant sale by telephone ordering 
with delivery or a collection point.

Knitting. I have lots of surplus wool 
and also patterns and needles so if you 
fancy taking up a new skill or indulge 
an old one let me know. There are 
wonderful tutorials online on YouTube 
or I can photocopy some instructions. 
Blanket squares are simple but much 
in demand - give it a try! In particular, 
why not start knitting for November’s 
Christmas Fair? I can let you have 
a pattern for knotted Christmas 
decorations. 

Pets. Should your pet need to see the 
vet, then we can help by collecting 
and taking then for a consultation or 
treatment.

Jigsaws. I have a large stash. Mainly 
1000 pieces or under. All in great 
condition and am happy to share/ 
deliver.

Throughout the parish we have a 
considerable number of people who 
are willing to help out in these difficult 
times. Please do not worry or become 
anxious - share any concerns or needs 
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Date OT Psalm NT Gospel Sunday
05 Apr Isaiah 50:4-9a 31: 9-16 Philippians 2.5-11 Matthew 26.14-

27.66
Palm Sunday

12 Apr Acts 10.34-43 118.1-2,14-24 Colossians 3.1-4 John 20.1-18 Easter Day

19 Apr Acts 2.14a,22-32 16 1 Peter 1.3-9 John 20.19-31 Easter 2

26 Apr Acts 2.14a-36-41 116.1-3,10-17 1 Peter 1.17-23 Luke 24.13-35 Easter 3

03 May Acts 2.42-end 23 1 Peter 2.19-25 John 10.1-10 Easter 4

  Lectionary readings April 2020

and we will very probably be able to 
help, however large or small. 

Keep cheerful.
Jane Rosam

Churchwarden
Markbeech 
The constant rain and the onset of 
Coronavirus made March a rather 
bleak month but the light came shining 
through with confirmation from the 
Bishop of Simon’s position as our future 
priest. A warm welcome was evident 
from the good sized congregation who 
came to hear the news at our service in 
March. 

We have been following the Church of 
England Lent course ‘Caring from Gods 
Creation’ by reading their excellent 
booklet, studying the prescribed 
passages and coming together for an 
evening of discussion and supper. It 
has given us plenty of food for thought 
and it is always just so good to share 
time together. 

The practical side of a churchwarden’s 
duty is to care for the building and 
churchyard and I fear this will be 
tested as we are about to undergo 
our ‘Quinquennial Inspection’ by 
the Diocese. We spend a morning 

with a surveyor who has a long form 
to complete and then await a thick 
document of items that will need our 
attention. I can’t wait! We are, however, 
very aware that the fallen oak needs 
removing and hopeful this will have 
happened by the time this magazine 
goes to print. I am also awaiting 
confirmation of a faculty to install the 
new security lighting and cameras. And 
finally, you may have noticed that the 
stone finial on the roof of the church 
became damaged by either Ciara or 
Denis (I can’t remember who was the 
culprit). Never a dull moment! 

Sadly all our plans for Easter services 
have had to be cancelled. Likewise 
the Parish Lunch on Tuesday 7th April; 
Easter Lambing Tea Party at Ockhams 
on 15th April 2-4pm; Church Quiz on 
Saturday 18th April at MBVH have 
been called off thanks to Coronavirus 
restrictions. In the meantime we can all 
be thinking of new and exciting events 
for the autumn!

Stay safe and please do let me or 
Marielou know if there is anyone in our 
community that needs our help. We will 
do what we can!

Nicki Talbot
Churchwarden
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Churchwardens

Hever Jane Rosam 01732 868085

Four Elms Richard Bennett
Christina Hodson

01732 862971
01732 700247

Markbeech Nicki Talbot
Marielou Linklater

01342 850526
01342 850579

Rest and Restoration
Supposing him to be the gardener, 
Mary said to Jesus, “Sir, if you have 
carried him away, tell me where you 
have laid him.”

Read John 20.11-18

Reflection
Genesis 2 begins by describing the 
Seventh Day - the Sabbath, when 
God rested from the work of creation. 
But by Genesis 3 we encounter 
Adam and Eve’s disobediance and 
the tragic consequences of human 
sin. As Ruth Valerio writes in her 
conclusion to Saying Yes to Life:

“The rest of the Bible is then the 
story of how God works to bring 
restoration: to put back to rights 
what has gone wrong and bring 
about the Sabbath rest that has been 
promised.”

Adam and Eve turn away from God 
in a garden, and it is in a garden that 
Mary Magdalene first encounters 
the risen Jesus. For Christians, 
the First Day becomes the new 
Sabbath, a day not only of rest but of 
resurrection and restoration.

Our faith in the risen Jesus gives us 
hope of a future when creation will 
be set free in the age to come. But 
this hope also strengthens us to live 
in the world as it is - a world where 
there is great suffering, a world which 
we are called to serve and to sustain.

Action
What will you take forward from all 
that you have learned and done 
during Lent?

How might your prayer, your actions 
and your giving, change to reflect 
your care for God’s creation?

Prayer
Now let the heavens be joyful,
And earth her song begin!
The round world keep high triumph,
And all that is therein;
Let all things seen and unseen
Their notes of gladness blend,
For Christ the Lord hath risen,
Our joy that hath no end.

From “The day of resurrection”, John 
of Damascus (c. 750), translated by 
J.M.Neale(1816-66)
see www.churchofengland.org/
livelent for more information

Extract for Easter Day 
from the Church of England Live Lent booklet
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Blunts Brook is a 10 Acre wildlife haven 
where a plantaholic lives. Alleluia the 
sun has got its hat on and on a positive 
front the beautiful spring flowers came 
early and have lasted longer. We must 
all be behind in the garden, but not to 
worry, seasons always have a way of 
catching up.

Due to my vegetable plot being soggy 
and stodgy, I started certain vegetables 
off in the greenhouse (onions, garlic, 
broad beans, leek, sprouts) which are 
now screaming “get me in the soil”. I 
put my compost (home produced) on in 
November so now it only needs a rake 
to get a finer tilth where I am directly 
sowing seed. I don’t put compost 
where carrots and parsnips are to be 
sown. Vegetable seed I would normally 
sow directly into the ground at the 
beginning of March, but this year it will 
be the end of March/beginning of April. 
These are parsnip, radish, spinach, 
beetroot and lettuce, with carrots at the 
end of the month.

In February my potatoes took up 
residence in the porch for chitting 
and will be planted out this month. 
Remember when sowing vegetables/
salad leaves do fortnightly sowings 
to stop it all arriving at the same 
time. I start other vegetables in 
the greenhouse in late March/April 
– tomatoes, peppers, cauliflower, 
cabbage, broccoli etc. then plant out 
end of April/May.

The beginning of April is when I tackle 
my herbaceous borders, chopping 
back, lifting and dividing. Hardy annuals 

get sown once the bed is cleared and 
composted. Put labels in where you 
have sown seed. Now is a good time 
to plant any summer flowering bulbs. 
Also, this month is when I repot all 
my fuchsias & pelargoniums and get 
most of my cuttings from plants in the 
greenhouse and outside. Although most 
of the pruning had been done in March, 
this month I prune the fig tree, cut 
down the dogwoods and chop back the 
penstemon/fuchsias and early flowering 
shrubs. Remember to continually tie in 
the clematis and honeysuckles, as they 
romp away.

Roses and shrubs get their annual 
feed this month and don’t forget your 
houseplants. Containers get a top 
dressing of compost and slow release 
granules. April is the best month to take 
a look at your lawns and do any re-
seeding. Remember to protect anything 
fragile from late frost with fleece.

I love this month and the excitement it 
brings. Our bluebell wood is beginning 
to come to life and our wildlife has 
taken up residence. Our Barn Owl 
(Snowball) has been in her box since 
November and the Tawny Owl is now in 
hers and she is starting to lay. Beautiful 
Mr Kingfisher is once again fishing and 
Mrs is sitting. The kestrels are unhappy 
as their box has Snowball in it, but 
we have put up another for them. The 
mandarin duck is not settled in yet but 
has checked out her box.

Happy gardening to you all and a very 
happy Easter.

 Lorraine Harrington

gardening



The Link Team

Bridget Harris, Joanna Wade, Paul Houlton 
email: thelink@hever.org

Telephone 01732 700986 (Bridget) Mobile 07958 919 631 (Joanna) 
Address 1 Triangle Cottage, Hever Road, Hever TN8 7NL  

Benefice website threespires.wordpress.com Community website www.hever.org

The views expressed in the articles in this magazine are those of the authors and do not necessarily 
represent those of the editorial team. There is no implied approval or recommendation for any service 

or event advertised in the magazine. 

Copy for the May edition should reach us no later than 15th April 2020
Subscriptions cost £5 pa if delivered by a volunteer. For payment either: a) Send a cheque payable 

to ‘The Link’ with your address to 1 Triangle Cottage, Hever Road, Hever TN8 7NL or b) Make a bank 
transfer or set up a standing order payment to ‘The Link’ at Lloyds a/c 01057697 sort 30-92-92 with 

postcode and surname as reference.

A copy of The Link can be viewed in The Link section of the community website www.hever.org
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Hall Bookings
Four Elms:
Village Hall 
 − Mike Follows 01732 700280 
or 07887 950921 
Parish Rooms 
– John Southworth 01732 700670
Hever 
− Mrs Ryan 01732 864168
Markbeech 
− Mrs Paige 01342 850328

Councils
Kent County Councillor
Peter Lake 07740 701695
Sevenoaks District:
Matthew Dickins 07910 328110
Hever Parish:
Charlotte Cole 01342 322123 
clerk@hever.org



E-mail: causewayjoinery.aol.com
www.causewayjoinery.co.uk

Tel: 01342 850170

Manufacturers of bespoke joinery to the trade and public
for over 35 years

Windows
Doors
Entrance Screens
Staircases
Kitchens

Bi-Folding Door Sets
Stable Doors

Pairs of Doors
Home Media Units
Orangery Joinery

Wine Stores
Bedroom units/

Dressing Rooms
Free Standing or
Built in furniture

MRS S F CARROLL 
M.Ch.S

REGISTERED 
CHIROPODIST/

PODIATRIST 

VISITING PRACTICE 

CHIDDINGSTONE 
HOATH 

Tel: (01342) 850426 

RATS! MICE! COCKROACHES! 
MOLES! SQUIRRELS! 

SURE KILL 

 

Marlpit Hill, Edenbridge, TN8 6JG 
Tel: 01732 863206 

Mobile: 07831 300947 

WASPS! FLEAS! MOTHS! ANTS! 

PEST CONTROL  
 SERVICE 

       Member of NPTA 

CHARTWELL  
the family home of Sir Winston 

Churchill, near Westerham

QUEBEC HOUSE 
Westerham, a charming village 

house, the childhood home 
of General Wolfe 

EMMETTS GARDEN 
the Garden at the top of the Weald, 

near Ide Hill 

All welcome visitors from 
near and far and are 

OPEN MARCH TO NOVEMBER 2012 

NATIONAL TRUST 

   * Chartwell the house is open from 
 10 March to 4 November, Wed−Sun 
 plus Bank Holidays, also Tues in 
 July and August.  
 The gardens, shop, restaurant, 
 studio and exhibition are open every 
 day from 10 March 2012 except 
 Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
 Car park open everyday for 
 countryside walks except 
 Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

* Quebec House  open Wed to Sun, 
 10 March to 4 November plus Bank 
 Holidays. 

   * Emmetts Garden  open Sat –Wed, 
 10 March to 4 November plus Bank 
 Holidays and Good Friday. 

For full details of opening times and events in 2012, please call:  

Chartwell, Mapleton Road, Westerham. TN16 1PS 
Telephone: (01732) 868381 

Email: chartwell@nationaltrust.org.uk 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
Established in 1955 

Members of the National Federation of Builders 
 

Listed Buildings, Conversions,
Extensions, Maintenance

& Repairs
 

W SMITHERS & SONS LTD 
Old Mill Yard  Telephone: 01342 850559 
Cowden Fax: 01342 850981 
Edenbridge Email: colin@wsmithers.co.uk 
Kent TN8 7JJ Website: www.wsmithersandsons.co.uk 

BSC QUALIFIED IN ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR, INSURED AND DBS CHECKED.BSC QUALIFIED IN ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR, INSURED AND DBS CHECKED.
•	 DOG WALKING (NAUGHTY OR SHY DOGS WELCOME)
•	 HOUSE SITTING
•	 PET SITTING (EXPERIENCE WITH FAMILY PETS, 

  FARM ANIMALS AND EXOTICS)
•	 HOME VISITS WHEN YOU’RE AWAY

FOR MORE INFORMATION & TO BOOK IN YOUR PET CONTACT
KATIE ON 07768 614 577 OR YAPPYDAYSINFO@GMAIL.COM

DOG GROOMING
 Fully Insured

 Free Consultations
 City and Guilds Qualified 
 Dematting  Grooming 
 Bathing  Styling

 Nail Clipping  Hand Stripping 
 Canine dental care using the latest 

technology.
Competitive pricing dependent on size, 

breed and coat type.
Discounted Rate for Puppies!

All breeds and temperament considered.
Call Chris: 01892 740170

07736 484184
setters4me1@gmail.com



01342 851160 / 07930341415
richardamaslen@btinternet .com

www.richardamaslen.co .uk

FINE FURNITURE & 
BESPOKE JOINERYRICHARD A MASLEN

A SELECTION OF INDIVIDUAL OFFICE SUITES

Available to rent on simple flexible tenancy agreements. 
Approached by an attractive private drive, the Hever Business 
Centre is a distinctive and handsome detached building providing 
office suites with plenty of private parking.
Formerly Hever Station, the centre now offers bright 
workspaces with architectural features typical of the Victorian 
railway era.

THE HEVER BUSINESS CENTRE
• All inclusive monthly rent
• Fast broadband availability
• Plenty of private parking
• Suites for 1 – 6 persons 
• Security alarm
• London Bridge (direct) 

42mins
• Flexible tenancies 
• Conference/meeting room
• No VAT

TO FIND OUT MORE:

Please contact  
David Robinson 
01959 563800 
hever@karrison.co.uk

K A R R I S O N
P R O P E R T Y



FUNERAL PLANS FROM

Alex     Jones
Independent Family Funeral Directors

One of the few remaining family-owned, truly independent funeral directors in the area

Peace of mind for you and your family 

Specify your wishes in advance 

Protection against rising funeral costs 

A range of flexible payment options 

Arrange the send off you want

Alex Jones Funeral Directors
29-31 High Street
Edenbridge
TN8 5AD

01732 860047
www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk

We also have funeral homes in; 
Lingfield: 01342 832534
Forest Row: 01342 822399 
Oxted: 01883 730383

£40 M&S 
vouchers 

with every 
plan

Vouchers distributed 30 days after your plan is taken out – contact us for full details.



Four Elms Farm  
Livery 

•  60x20m floodlit outdoor arena  
– 36x45m indoor arena

•  Solarium/hot/cold washdown
•  Car and lorry parking
•  12’x12’ monarch boxes/rubber matting 

automatic drinkers
•  Club room with oven/microwave/dishwasher
•  Rug washing on site
•  Post and rail fencing
•  Staff living on site – exercise – qualified 

trainer
•  Off road hacking 100 private acres
•  Dressage training with international riders 

and judges
•  Jumping and polework clinics
•  Unaffiliated dressage competitions

Four Elms Farm Livery
Pootings Road

Four Elms
Kent TN8 6PH 

Mobile 07771 634995 or 07730 038747 

 - Dry Carpet Cleaning  
 - Upholstery Cleaning 
 - Tile & Grout Cleaning 
 

  

Zero Dry Time Kent 

CARS EDENBRIDGE50 Y
E

A
R

S

01732 863800
50 Y

E
A

R
S

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY,
7 DAYS A WEEK ON PRE-BOOKINGS

The Kiosk,
Station Approach,

Edenbridge
TN8 5LP

www.relyoncars.co.uk

PRIVATE HIRE l COURIER SERVICE
AIRPORTS

WEDDINGS l ACCOUNT WORK
MINIBUSES l LUXURY VEHICLES

4-8 SEATERS AVAILABLE l SCHOOL RUNS

DRIVERSWANTED
DRIVERS

WANTED



Now taking bookings for 2021

MARK BEECH NURSERY SCHOOL 
Open Monday – Wednesday – Thursday – Friday 
mornings 9 a.m. – 12.15 p.m.  in the Village Hall 

and Monday and Wednesday afternoons till 3 p.m. 
Lunch Club available each day to 1.30 p.m. 

A warm caring environment for children 2-5 years  
with a beautiful outside play area. 

Vouchers accepted.  Musical Bumps on Friday mornings 
Do come and see us. To arrange a visit please contact: 

Mrs R Jordan (Manager) 07952 823852  
Mrs A Roberts-Cleeve 01342 850403 

 

 

 

 Woodlea 
Craft & Design 

PRESENT PARADISE 
Pottery, silk flowers, 
beautiful lamps, baskets, 
jewellery, stylish wrought iron, 
unusual toys, provencal soaps. 
The choice is enormous including 
many articles featured in glossy 

magazines, yet tucked away in one 
of the prettiest parts of rural Kent. 

Do come to see and browse. 

FOUR ELMS 
EDENBRIDGE, KENT 
01732 700279 

OPEN
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 10am-5pm 
SUNDAY 2pm-5pm 

FULLER’S FEEDS 

 
Need feed for your: 

Poultry, pigs, sheep or goats? 
 

20 kg bags delivered locally 
Competitive prices 

Telephone: Christine on 07909 514024 

or Simon on 07900 965930 





IM
PROVE YOUR HOME

HOME-REARED FREE-RANGE 
PEDIGREE PORK & LAMB 

FALCONHURST ESTATE 
www.falconhurstestate.co.uk 

01342 850526 
Also Gloucester Old Spot weaners for sale 

All Types of Interior & Exterior 

PAINTING & DECORATING
Ray Meades (Speldhurst)  

01892 863548 
Also

General Household Repairs & Maintenance 
Fully Insured 

 

 

XÄÄtËá VâÑvt~xá 
Delicious homemade cupcakes using local free range eggs  

and  organic ingredients wherever possible.  
Our cakes are freshly baked to order ensuring that they taste as good 

as they look! We cater for all occasions: birthdays, weddings, 
corporate events or just because . . . 

Free local delivery 

Contact Alex 07769973426 or at ellascupcakes.net 

M & M WALKER
PAINTING & DECORATING

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES

CEILING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS
ARTEXING & PLASTERING

PLUMBING  •  HEATING 
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Tel: 01732 863 155
Mobs: 077 742 186 84   •   079 004 207 15



 Emma Darthuy BSc PgDip MCSP HPC 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

 
Home physio visits for any 
musculoskeletal problem. 

Pilates Classes and 1-2-1 

physioemma@btinternet.com 
07530 857613   

www.homephysioandpilates.co.uk 
 

07771 925346

Daren Wood
C H I M N E Y  S W E E P

Clean and efficient,
friendly service - pots

and cowls fitted

Telephone: 01959 564263
Mobile: 07885 059023

member of
Independent Affiliation

of Chimney Sweeps

M: 07836 256146
P: 01892 740631
E:  info@andysayerselectrical.co.uk
W: www.andysayerselectrical.co.uk

PPART
Electrical Safety

• Installations, Rewires, Board Upgrades
• Fault Finding, Maintenance, Repairs
• Inspection & testing Reports
• Portable Appliance Testing (PAT)
• Qualified to BS7671 2008 17th Edition
• Building Regulations part P Compliant
• Prompt, Reliable & Competitive Rates

Electricity in safe hands
Domestic & Commercial

Sayers A7 Advert.qxp_Layout 1  03/01/2014  13:07  Page 1

Painting and
Decorating

Services

clareelizabeth100@gmail.com

Clare Elizabeth

0777 532 8781

Reliable
Local 

Friendly



We are a holistic, fully equipped Pilates studio offering a range of prestigious 
and bespoke Pilates, Yoga and Somatics based in our lovely studios in Blackham

•	  First Class FREE  Call to book

•	  Small class numbers

•	  Morning, evening and weekend classes

•	  Beginners welcome

•	  Meditation and mindfulness

•	  Knowledgeable and experienced teachers who really care

•	  Specialist in rehabilitation and common back pain

•	  Healing therapies including hot/cold stone massage 
 and cranial sacral work

WWW.TONISPILATES.CO.UK                01892 711 197

RELIEVE ACHES AND PAINS
GET STRONGER 
MOVE BETTER

painting& 
decorating

jem pickardby

07850 371558   
01732 863062

competitive prices
free estimates & consultations

interior & exterior

highest quality guaranteed
expert & friendly service

fully insured

jempickard@btinternet.com

www.jempickardpainting 
decorating.co.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
jempickardpaintingdecorating



Telephone: 07778 440644
Email: moss@gmjoinery.com

www.gmjoinery.com

Established 
Since 1981

JOINERS & BUILDERS LTD
LOFT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS

TIMBER FRAME BUILDINGS & BESPOKE JOINERY

HOUSECLEANS 
 

Weekly, monthly or just when you need a bit of extra help, 
We will clean your house to the highest standard, do your ironing 

and make up your beds. 
Only the best quality products used – Eco friendly products available. 

 
Moving house?  

We can clean before you move in or after you move out. 
 

For more details call 
01959 549 480 
07706 868 772 

 
ENJOY LIFE – LEAVE THE CLEANING TO US! 

(And we’re happy to walk the dog and feed the cat too) 

01959 532 223
07706 868 772

Step by Step provides a highly professional foot care service,
which is fully mobile, attending to all your foot care needs

within the comfort of your own home.

Member of British Association of Foot Health Professionals

For an appointment or more information telephone:
07786 038149 – Michelle Hogan MCFHP

 B/W version for CN publication

Colour version for website

Foot Health Practice

Original version received

Step by Step provides a highly professional foot care service,
which is fully mobile, attending to all your foot care needs

within the comfort of your own home.

Member of British Association of Foot Health Professionals

For an appointment or more information telephone:
07786 038149 – Michelle Hogan MCFHP

Foot Health Practice



Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, 
kitchens and bathrooms, electrical, roofing, 

maintenance and repairs and decorating.  
Covering all  types of building work.

 
OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ 

TEL 01342 850559    FAX 01342 850981    EMAIL COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK  
     WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK  

Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, kitchens and  
bathrooms, electrical, roofing, maintenance and repairs and decorating.  Covering all 

 types of building work. 
 

OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ
TEL 01342 850559       FAX 01342 850981 

EMAIL COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK
WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK

W. SMITHERS & SONS
EST. 1955

ALBOURNE ROOFING

Slating / Tiling / Flat Roofing

All Maintenance & Repairs 
& Property Renovations

For Free Estimates & Advice from 
City and Guilds Qualified Tradesmen

T: 01732 700 353
M: 07767 893 772

● Domestic ● Commercial ● Industrial
Roofing Contractors
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Located at Hever Castle Golf & Wellbeing
T: 01732 701017  |  E: waterside@hevercastle.co.uk



www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

● UK Designed and Built, Retro Style  
● Super comfort for Touring and Exploring
● Pedal Assist, Motorised Speeds up to 15.5 mph 
● Up to 40 miles on one Charge 
● Half | full |2 or 3 Day Hire 
● Safety and Security Equipment and Maps
● Route planning (charger on request)
● Gift Vouchers for Experience Days
● E-Bike sales

PRIVATE HIRE | ELECTRIC BIKE HIRE/SALES

Country Hire and GoCountry Hire and Go

countryhireandgo@outlook.com 
www.countryhireandgo.comCall: 07723 054863 

UNIQUE FAT TYRE E-BIKE DELIVERED & 
COLLECTED TO YOUR LOCATION

NO JOURNEY TOO SHORT OR RURAL 
FOR OUR LOCAL CARS  

   AIRPORTS | EVENTS | SCHOOL | APPOINTMENTS | 
   SHOPPING| NIGHTS OUT | ALL DAY EXCURSIONS

● Female Drivers, Safe and Professional 
● Personalised Travel
● Luxury 4 Passenger Vehicles, Pet Friendly 
● No Late/Early Rates, 24/7 Service 

(*subject to availability)



Felling - Reductions - Thinning - Stump Grinding
Hedge Cutting - Seasoned Logs

Telephone:01342 850265 / 07747 345815
Email: samthompsontreecare@gmail.com

Sam Thompson
Tree Care

A warm caring environment 
for children 2-5 years with a 
beautiful outside play area. 

Open Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday mornings 9am 
to 12.15pm in the Village Hall 
and Monday and Wednesday 

afternoons until 3pm. Lunch 
Club available each day to 
1.30pm. Do come and see 

us. To arrange a visit please 
contact:
Mrs Ann Roberts-Cleeve  
 01342 850403

Manager: Miss Fiona Baxter        
School: 07722497657

Home: 07826011880Established 1965
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Markbeech village hall

To book please contact Mrs Paige at mbvh1924@gmail.com 
or on 01342 850328 •www.markbeechvillagehall.org.uk

Ideal for weddings and garden parties
• A beautiful rural setting

• Large and secure garden

•Capacity to seat up to 110 guests

• Fully functioning kitchen

•Great transport links

• Reasonable rates

T: 01342 889 660
M: 07970 762 529

Holidays
by

Olivia Wells

E:olivia.wells@travelcounsellors.com

• Tailor-made Travel
• 100% Financial Protection
• Family Holidays, Cruise, Ski, 

Honeymoons, Adventure, Luxury, 
Group Tours, Business Travel

• Transfers, Car Hire, Airport Parking
• 24hr Duty Office

T. Allman
Butchers Limited
High Class Family Butcher

49 High Street, Edenbridge  
Tel: 01732 863214

Home-killed meat
Free local delivery

YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER



Please call (01892) 871139
Email: david.james@dajames.com

Accountancy Service
Local, Professional and Friendly

Accounts
Payroll/PAYE

Self Assessment tax returns
VAT

Book-keeping
Accounting/Consultancy advice
No matter how big or small, with over 
20 years' experience, I can provide you 

with a local service tailored to your needs.

David James
9 Dukes Meadow

Chiddingstone Causeway
Tonbridge,  TN11 8LW

Hever Castle Golf and Wellbeing
01732 651 359

www.heverhealth.com 
info@heverhealth.com

Treatments include:
Physiotherapy

Osteopathy
Massage (Sports, Pregnancy, Hot Stone

and Bamboo)
Reflexology
Nutrition
Facials 

 
Studio Classes:

Yoga, Paracise™, Pilates, Pulseroll and
Legs, Bums and Tums  

Open to all, no membership necessary. 



 

Unit 12, Gaza Trading Estate, Hildenborough, Kent TN11 8PL 

01732 463256 

SALES SERVICING 

AGA REFURBISHMENT 

RANGE COOKERS BOILERS 

WOOD STOVES SOLAR PANELS 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING 

GROUND & AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS HOT WATER CYLINDERS 

PLUMBING 

WATER TANKS OIL TANKS 

office@pegrum.net 

GAS LPG OIL SOLID FUEL 

 

 

FALCONHURST CRICKET CLUB, MARKBEECH 
www.falconhurstcc.co.uk 

The Club was founded in 1854 and cricket has been played here ever since. If 
you are looking for a friendly cricket club to play for – all ages and abilities 
welcomed – please contact Club Captain Rob McAllister:  

07884 483855 or email: captain@falconhurstcc.co.uk. 

There are also training sessions and matches for under-11 cricketers, please 
contact Youth Coach Brian Adcock to register an interest:  

brian.adcock@matrix.gb.com 

Accountancy Service 
Local, Professional and Friendly 

Accounts 
Payroll/PAYE 

Self Assessment tax returns 

VAT 
Book keeping 

Accounting/Consultancy advice 

No matter how big or small, with over 20 years’ experience, I can 
provide you with a local service tailored to your needs. 

Please call 01892 871139 or 07926 379522 
Email: david.james@dajames.com 

David James 
9 Dukes Meadow, Chiddingstone Causeway, 

Tonbridge, TN11 8LW 

 

 Domestic    Commercial    Industrial 

 
Slating/ Tiling/ Flat Roofing 

All Maintenance & Repairs & Property 
Renovations

For Free Estimates & Advice from City and Guilds Qualified Tradesmen 

T: 01732 700353 
M: 07767 893 772 

The Club was founded in 1854 and cricket has been played here ever since. 
If you are looking for a friendly cricket club to play for – all ages and abilities
welcomed – please contact Club Secretary Tom Churton:

07734 311 716 or churtont@gmail.com

There are also training sessions and matches for youth cricketers; please 
contact Youth Coach Paul Stephens to register an interest

on 07879 605 173

Lorna Galbraith Hairdressing
All aspects of hairdressing carried out in the comfort of your own home.

L’Oreal and Vidal Sassoon trained, with over 27 years' experience.
07989 587 931             01732 700 397



If you need help with shopping, prescriptions, posting 

letters etc please call the editors (see page 21 for 

numbers) or the churchwardens (see page 19) or call any 

of the following. We would all be very happy to help.

Laura Palmer – 01732 864257
Jane Hall – 01732 862569
Laura Hands – 07792 167 470 (based in Hever)
Beverley Thomas – 07855 968 006 (based in Edenbridge)
Toria Corcoran – 07885 491 893 (based in Edenbridge)
Andrea Hayto – 07766 503 062 based in Four Elms)
Sophie Fraser – 07793 464 705 
Amy Hurlstone – 07982 996 642
Emma Short – 07985 047 746 (based in Four Elms)
Cheryl Small – 07795 841 178
Caroline Crooks – 07887 505 409

You can also email thelink@hever.org or hra@hever.org

Are you self isolating? Do you need help?


