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We dedicate this edition to Phil Lotter of Newgraphic, our printer, 
who is retiring this month. Phil, we are so grateful to you for all you 
have done for the Link and indeed the whole community, banners, 
leaflets, programmes and Links have rolled off your press on time, 
and better looking, than when they went in. My Link co-editor 
Bridget Harris writes: 
 
“As anyone who has ever worked with Phil will tell you, he is the 
nicest, most patient, most easy going person one could hope 
to meet. His unfailing good humour and kindness have made 
producing the Link for the last two years a real pleasure. And he 
thinks about what he’s producing and as a result has caught my 
careless errors before they are duplicated 300 times. I am so very 
grateful to him and will miss him so much.”

A couple of extra points.. the Edenbridge Open Day is on 3rd 
October - still going ahead at the time of writing. Also, you 
will see in these pages a few photos of the Hever scarecrows. 
Congratulations all for your brilliant creativity. 

 Joanna Wade

Welcome to the October edition 

 LIN
K
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“When you wish upon a star………”  
along comes Gladys

Last November, Albus, my well known 
dog in the neighbourhood, suddenly 
became extremely ill and the inevitable 
happened. Although Albus was a 
“handfull” he was very precious to me 
and despite having two cats, the house 
was very empty when he died.

Then Coronavirus hit us. This meant 
that I was unable to visit rescue 
centres to get another companion. At 
the beginning of May I received a text 
message from my great niece to say 
there is a stray dog that needs a home 
– was I interested? A very positive reply 
was quickly sent.

So life with Gladys, a long hair grey 
and white Lurcher, commenced. She 
was extremely nervous and not a 
flicker of a wag in her tail which was 
kept down all the time. She was very 
reluctant to eat, not even stealing the 
cats’ food. The dog bed I had for Albus 
wasn’t large enough for Gladys so a 

large luxurious one was purchased. 
Of course I couldn’t leave her in the 
kitchen, so started the habit of her 
sleeping in my bedroom.

Gladys is one of the best companions 
I could have. She is so lady-like and 
gentle. Never leaves me and although, 
presumably hasn’t had any training, 
walks on and off the lead by my side. 
With some reluctance she will share 
her bed with one of the cats but is 
never aggressive. She never barks but 
does make the odd ‘squeak’ so not 
mute, but the disadvantage is I don’t 
always know if someone has called at 
the front door. 

Gladys is not a typical name for a 
dog, this comes from my childhood. 
My father was always a tease. One 
occasion I was sent to our local 
hardware store for a jar of elbow 
grease! The other tease was pretending 
that Gladys lived under the bath. When 
he was shaving he would start talking 
to Gladys and I would run in to see her 
only to be told that I was too late, she 
had gone under the bath. I never found 
Gladys despite sliding on my tummy 
on the lino floor to get under the bath!!  
That is why I have kept the memory 
and name.

Although we are restricted in our 
movements due to the virus, how 
fortunate we are to live in this glorious 
open area and now I have a great 
companion to walk. Thank you Gladys. 
Wishes do sometimes come true. 

Jan
Editor’s note: Jan says she now wags a 
bit and her eyes look happy

pet of the month
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What’s Coming Up in October 
 
Bring a Friend for Free! 
During October, bring a friend or family member and your copy of the village magazine with you to the 
Castle for buy one get one free entry! Discover the home of the eccentric Denys Eyre Bower and his 
collection of curiosities. Finish your visit with a delicious homemade cream tea or cake from our Tea 
Room takeaway.  
 
Explore the Castle and Collections  
Plan a day at the Castle on Sundays and Mondays during October. Entry from 11am to 4.15pm (close at 
5pm). Tickets £9.50 adult. £4.50 children.  
We are operating a one-way system inside the Castle. It is now a requirement to wear a face covering 
and to fill out an NHS Test and Trace form. More details https://www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk 
 
Tea Room Treats  
Hot drinks, locally-made cakes, fresh cream teas, and more are still being served from our takeaway Tea 
Room during our open hours.  
 
Enjoy the Grounds. Fish the Lake 
On any day of the week, the grounds are a perfect place for an autumn walk. Enjoy the woodland, lake, 
lawns, and beautiful Victorian Orangery. It is also possible to fish the lake for £10 per two rods.  
More details at https://www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk 
 
Celebrate! 
Our virtual viewing for weddings and celebrations has helped many continue their planning whatever the 
situation. For a quick view of opportunities take a look at our Instagram page 
@chiddingstonecastlewedding and our Pinterest boards www.pinterest.co.uk/chiddingstoneca/boards/.  
Do share with friends and family who may be thinking ahead. 
 
Note from our Curator Naomi 
We are very grateful for your continued support, donations, and visits. Whilst closed, we installed new 
displays in the Japanese Room. They tell the story of Denys’ remarkable collecting and showcase some 
of the highlights. From samurai armour and iron dragons, to gold-lacquered picnic sets and ancient tomb 
figures, Denys was captivated by the skill of Japanese craftsmen. Artefacts which have been in storage 
are now back on display, including the Chiddingstone Casket, a rare 17th-century lacquer jewel box. 
 

 
Local history | Japanese, Egyptian, Buddhist and Jacobite collections | Tudor origins 

Victorian rooms | 35 acres of woodland, lawns and fishing lake | Take away Tea Room 
 

Year-round availability for weddings, parties, corporate events, groups & school visits. 
We follow COVID-19 government guidelines to respect visitor and staff well-being. 

 

www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk 
Chiddingstone, Kent TN8 7AD    -    01892 870347    -    hello@chiddingstonecastle.org.uk 
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It was at least 35 years ago that I 
came to realise that when I wanted 
serious printing done I went to 
Newgraphic. 

At that time it was run by Bill Lotter, 
Phil’s father. I don’t remember when 
he was joined by his apprentice 
Phil, but when Bill retired Phil just 
merged seamlessly into the printer-
in-residence and of choice.

I remember my first jobs for Phil 
involving metal sheets (lithography), 
which then later became computer-
driven typography, always executed 
with courteous professionalism. 
Apart from when he would disappear 
on holidays to Cyprus, the Alps, 
skiing, or bicycling and returning 
occasionally with a broken limb, Phil 
provided a service second-to-none 
- he would rapidly revise texts, often 
over weekends, and our record was 
something like 120 revises.

I used to think that I was his only 
customer, which was clearly not the 
case, but he gave such personal 
attention that there must be many in 
Edenbridge and its surrounds who 
will feel equally bereft by no longer 
being able to call upon his services. 

I wish him a long, peaceful and well-
deserved retirement, free of demands 
from the likes of me.

Andrew Izod 

When Phil finally shuts up shop, 
closes his printing machine, 
distributes the boxes of unused 
paper we will all feel a bit sad. 

Phil has been the stalwart of our 
rapid service printing. Be it posters 
(encapsulated), funeral services, 
church services or a myriad of 
different printing jobs, Newgraphic in 
Edenbridge was the place to go. 

Requests could be emailed to him 
one day and the printing would be 
ready for pick up the next. You could 
fit in your shopping at a certain 
supermarket nearby so it was a 
brilliant system. Also it was always 
good to pick up the work and chat 
to him about his holidays or the 
roadworks in Edenbridge.  

He never seemed frustrated when 
copy was sent in non compatible 
software and he even took the 
trouble to be a copy reader as well.  
His printer’s eye picking up those 
silly errors.  

We all wish Phil a happy farewell. 
I am certain he will spend his time 
enjoying the pursuits that he couldn’t 
quite fit in whilst working. Thank 
you Phil and also thank you to his 
assistant Janet (now retired).  

They made life very easy for us all. 

Christina Hodson

Lotter – a name in print!
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Huge acorns are everywhere this 
year - it is known as a “mast year” 
- from the old English “maest” 
meaning nuts of forest trees (the 
photograph shows a selection with 
a £1 coin for scale). Why do trees do 
this? The Woodland Trust provides a 
widely accepted answer: 

“One of the major theories amongst 
scientists for this behaviour is 
predator satiation. Many animals 
including mammals and birds feed 
on this woodland fruit. The trees in 
effect holding back for a few years 
keeps these populations low. Then 
during a mast year, more food is 
produced than these frugivores can 

possibly eat, ensuring that 
some seeds will start to grow.

This has a major evolutionary 
advantage for the tree. 
Producing seeds is costly 
work so it’s important that 
some of the fruit will grow. 
Producing fruit in a mast 
year does stunt growth of the 
tree but as this only occurs 
every five to ten years, it’s a 
worthy pay off to ensure the 
production of more saplings.”

Our pigs hope there will 
be a few left for them - all 
donations welcome, they 
really do love them. 

Joanna Wade 

A big year for acorns

Daren Wood 
chimney sweep
We are truly delighted 

to announce that Daren 
Wood is fit again and 

back at work. Details in 
the business directory 

and in his advert. 

Welcome back Daren.



6

These past few months have been 
quite a roller coaster at Falconhurst. 
From quiet beginnings just before 
Christmas when the shop opened, 
to Easter with queues stretching 
down Falconhurst drive with people 
clamouring for eggs, flour and pasta. 

We are now settling down to a happy 
routine of a steady flow of customers: 
some local and walking from their 
homes with knapsacks on their backs, 
some on horseback, 
some on bikes, both 
pedal and electric, 
and quite a few from 
further afield who 
have heard tell of 
a pretty little shop 
selling delicious 
things. 
 
Dan and Charlie, 
who are both the brains and brawn 
behind the shop, have worked non 
stop to keep the shop stocked with 
imaginative and delectable things 
to keep us all content during these 
difficult times. The rationale of the 
shop is to provide good ethically and 
locally produced products that will 
tickle the taste buds and to create a 
pleasing environment to shop. The 
cheese counter is probably a focus for 
many with soft lemony goats cheeses, 
perfect for a summer salad, creamy 
blue cheeses such as the aptly named 
‘Blue Clouds’, perfect to follow a 
sumptuous dinner, and the divine Plaw 
Hatch raw cows milk cheddar style 
cheese, perfect for a ploughman’s 
lunch, made in Forest Row. 

More recently we have been able to 
introduce a range of vegetables grown 
here at Falconhurst. We are attempting 
to grow new vegetables that you can 
only get here – mixed bags of green, 
yellow and black French beans; mixed 
bags of salad leaves; heritage mixed 
tomatoes as well as figs, apples, plums 
and pears that have been grown here 
for generations. The range will get 
wider as we gain more experience. Our 
farm is able to supply some organically 

grown beef, pork and 
lamb to the shop – it’s 
very much a case 
of watching out on 
social media to bag 
your joint! 

‘We Fill’ – a small 
company specialising 
in refilling containers 

with soaps, shampoos, cleaning 
products etc are now visiting 
Falconhurst on the first Saturday of 
each month. The products have an 
excellent scent (or none at all) and 
are an excellent price and it’s not 
necessary to bring your own empty 
container. We hope to create more 
alliances with guest producers in the 
future. 

There were plenty of things that didn’t 
happen this year such as supper 
clubs and wine tastings but hopefully 
we will find new ways of creating a 
safe environment to provide new and 
innovative experiences. 

Nicola Talbot 

Falconhurst Farmshop in Covid times
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From the sixteenth until the 
nineteenth centuries Markbeech 
continued to grow as an 
agricultural community, raising 
cattle, pigs and sheep and growing 
oats, wheat and barley. 

The village was transformed, 
however, by the arrival in 1850 of 
the Talbot family. John Chetwynd 
Talbot, Q.C. was the fourth son 
of the 2nd Baron Talbot and had 
become extremely wealthy through 
his activities at the Parliamentary Bar 
promoting railway construction. 

In 1850 he bought most of what 
had been the Manor of Cowden 
Lewisham. He built a grand country 
mansion, Falconhurst, and as a 
Tractarian, Markbeech’s first church, 
designed by David Brandon and 
consecrated by the Archbishop 
of Canterbury on 14 December, 
1852. Also he constructed several 
cottages in Cow Lane and a school 
at the crossroads, which remained 
functional until closed in 1945. 

Wooden churches had been erected 
at Cowden and Hever in Jutish times, 
but stone replacements were built 
in the twelfth century and these 
essentially are the churches one 
can see today. Immediately Talbot 
set about getting an ecclesiastical 
parish for the new church, which 
was achieved by lopping off bits 
of Cowden and Hever. Owning the 
advowson Talbot nominated Robert 
Shapland Hunt, an Irish priest he 
had met in Florence on a tour of Italy 

as Vicar and Hunt was to stay until 
his death in 1904. W.E. Gladstone 
Prime Minister, who was related to 
the Talbots by marriage and who 
stayed at Falconhurst, attending 
worship in both Markbeech and 
Hever, said of Hunt that he ‘felt too 
much’. In 1853 a chiming clock by 
the famous maker Bernard Vulliamy 
was installed in the tower. Edells was 
designated as the Vicarage, but in 
1904-05 a new vicarage, designed by 
John Coleridge, a pupil of Lutyens, 
was built in Cow Lane, nearer the 
centre of the village. The parish was 
transferred in 1905 from the diocese 
of Canterbury to that of Rochester. 
When Rev. Bernard Wigan left in 
1965 no new Vicar was appointed 
and Markbeech was joined to Hever 
and Four Elms, although legally it 
remains an autonomous parish.

In 1854 the Talbots founded 
Falconhurst Cricket Club, which 
although an estate club eventually 
transformed to being the cricket club 
of Markbeech. It is still thriving. 

Starting in 1865 the London, 
Brighton and South Coast railway 
began to construct a railway through 
or, rather, under Markbeech with 
stations for Cowden and Hever.. 
This was to lead to the only event 
for which Markbeech can be said 
to be known nationally, namely the 
Markbeech Riots of 5-6 August, 
1866. By premeditation native 
navvies attacked foreign navvies 
at the Cowden end of Markbeech 
Tunnel. Fighting continued down 

a potted history of Markbeech part 2
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the workings to Edenbridge, where 
the rioters were quelled by a large 
contingent of police, backed, 
though not used, by troops brought 
from Folkestone. Consequently 
the workings were abandoned and 
construction was not revived until 
1884 when the line from Hurst Green 
to Groombridge, Crowborough, 
Uckfield and Lewes was opened. It 
was planned that the line would be 
used by boat trains from Newhaven. 
Steam locomotion was stopped 
in the mid-1960’s to be replaced 
by diesel electrics. A proposal to 
electrify the route, first devised in the 
1930’s, has never materialised.

The twentieth century saw the 
erection of a new village hall in 1924. 
Electricity came to the village in 1946 
and for the Millenium the first ever 
history of Markbeech was published 
and an iron sign was placed at the 
crossroads, where an oak tree had 

been planted for Queen Victoria’s 
Jubilee in 1887. 

In 2000 Markbeech became part of 
the High Weald Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty and parts of the 
centre of the village were granted 
Protected Status. The censuses up 
to 1911 show that the population 
remained stable up to 1914 and 
that 95% of the residents were 
employed on the Falconhurst 
Estate. Today there is very little 
agricultural employment and the 
village has become one of retirees 
and commuters to neighbouring 
towns and London. We wait to know 
whether the release of the 1921 
Census will show the effects, if any, 
of the First World War.

 Tim Boyle, F.R.Hist.S,  
resident of Markbeech since 1966 

and formerly Senior Lecturer in 
History, Goldsmiths’ College, 

University of London
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Gerry Ryan has retired as Chair 
of the Trustees of Hever Village 
Hall after 18 years. The Link pays 
tribute to the long and varied 
service which he has given to the 
Hever community. 

But first, a little history..... Gerry 
was born in Halifax in 1935 where 
his father was an RSPCA inspector. 
Young Gerry emerged from Liverpool 
University with a physics and maths 
degree which he put to good use

during national service with the RAF, 
working on air radar.
 
On discharge he was quickly 
snapped up by a small company 
called IBM - he was its 110th 
employee! He supported the heavy, 
bulky installations which were the 
very earliest computers – punched 
card machines which stored and 
then spat out data on demand, and 
also electronic calculators which 
even in the late 50s were capable of 
calculating a payroll. 

happy retirement Gerry
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In 1959 Gerry moved to Philips 
(salary £2,000 a year) and here he 
spent the majority of his career, an 
interesting time of intense change in 
the world of IT. 

By 1974 Gerry’s first marriage had 
ended, he had married Jan and they 
had decided on an adventure. She 
says that Gerry asked “Where would 
you like to go?” and she replied 
“somewhere warm” - so they moved 
to Canada, Gerry as “Vice President 
information systems” and their baby 
Ben only 10 days old! Over those five 
years they fostered teenage boys and 
pursued their enduring involvement 
in amateur dramatics, Gerry on the 
technical side and Jan acting. 

Returning in 1980 they found 
Sandfield Cottage in Hever, next to 
the station. It was pretty derelict and 
Gerry worked all hours to restore 
it, drawing the line when it came to 
thatching. Jan started working at the 
Castle and when Gerry left Philips he 
started a consultancy “GRIT” - Gerry 
Ryan IT - free advertising on every 
grit bin in the country says Jan, in the 
course of which he held significant 
roles such as IT Director for the 
Granada Media Group. 

As work wound down in the early 
90s Gerry turned his attention to 
his community. He was a founder 

member of Hever Residents 
Association, working hard to stop 
both the school being closed and an 
outbreak of barn conversions and 
organising the famous fireworks until 
2018. 

He was on the Parish Council for 
ten years and our councillor on 
Sevenoaks District Council for nine. 
There was also time for fun such as 
driving (in between breakdowns) the 
London to Brighton in one of Chris 
Dane’s 1904 De Dion-Boutons. 

Gerry took over from David Woollett 
as Chairman of the Hall in 2002. It 
had been given to the village by the 
Astors as a reading room when the 
navvies who dug the lake had left 
(they used a long rope stretched 
across the hall as a pillow at night) 
and adapted into a village hall. Gerry 
has worked tirelessly, with Jan, to 
run the hall and has been leading 
upgrade plans which his successor, 
Mandy Yarnold, will continue. 

The Ryans remain on the committee 
so we wish him very well in his only-
semi-retirement, his three children, 
six grandchildren and one great 
grandchild will be pleased to see a 
little more of him. 
 

Joanna Wade
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The existing bus services 
have been replaced by 
what will eventually be a 
door to door on demand 
service. 

At present because of 
social distancing Go2 is 
only operating buses on 
demand to and from the 
bus stops in our area. 
In time the buses will be 
replaced by vans which 
will come to your door and 
drop the user off where 
ever they choose. 

There is no longer a 
timetable, within the 
service area shown on the 
map you summon the bus 
as required (around here 
the service runs from 9.30 
am to 3 pm Monday to 
Friday) and the bus will be 
at your chosen stop within 
30 minutes.

One way fares for adults 
range from £2.50 for 
under 2.5 miles to £5 between 4 
and 8 miles. Children’s fares are a 
flat £2.50 each way. Those with a 
concessionary pass travel for free 
up for 8 miles. All adults pay £6.50 
each way for any journey over 8 
miles. The service operates within 
the area shown on the map from 
one bus stop to another (even if 

those stops used to be on different 
routes). 

To use the service you first 
need to register using the Go2 
Sevenoaks app or by phoning 
01732 463 964. 

Bridget Harris

Go2 new bus services
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Eden Valley Museum is something of 
a hidden treasure of the Eden Valley, 
a social history museum covering 
the rich history of the towns and 
villages. Largely run by volunteers, 
our stewards are the heart of the 
Museum. If you can give a few 
hours of your time each month as a 
steward you will be part of a friendly, 
welcoming team. 

Now we have re-opened we are in 
more need than ever to keep the 
public safe and new stewards will 
be given full guidance and training 
by the House Manager. If you feel 
you can give your time please get in 
touch via email: curator@evmt.org.uk 

We asked one of our long-standing 
stewards to give some feedback 
on his experience of the role and 
what it means to him, have a read of 
his thoughts and see if helping the 
Museum as a steward might be for 
you.

Martin Frost
House Manager

Eden Valley Museum

My mantra has always been “you 
get out of something that which you 
put in.” My wife and I really enjoy our 
time there, giving something back 
to the community and would urge 
anyone with some time to spare to 
volunteer as a steward to enable this 

excellent tourist attraction to open 
as frequently as possible. It really is 
something that the local area should 
be proud of.

Unsurprisingly, the more volunteers 
there are the easier it is to fill the 
times when the museum can open. 
For many years now my wife and I 
have covered a Saturday morning 
(10am-1pm) once a month. The 
visitors range from a quick look 
lasting for 5 minutes to those 
that stay for a couple of hours 
showing real interest and deriving 
real pleasure from the exhibitions. 
Those that can be given information 
regarding a relative or a property 
connected with same are always 
grateful. I am helped by the fact 
that my wife happens to be 5th 
generation Edenbridge but the 
museum also offers an excellent 
research service if the stewards are 
unable to help on the day.

Richard Johnson
Steward

To keep up to date with other 
Museum business find us at
 www.evmt.org.uk
https://www.facebook.com/
edenvalleymuseum
https://twitter.com/EdenMuseumKent
 https://www.instagram.com/
evmtrust/

Stewarding at the Eden 
Valley Museum
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Hever Parish Council 
by Charlotte Cole, parish clerk

I’m afraid Sevenoaks District Council 
are not offering the (paid for) service 
of the bulk refuse freighter collection 
for the rest of this year, so we shall 
have to wait until the start of 2021 
and be on their waiting list.

Planning news
http://hever.org/hever-parish-council-
comment-to-sevenoaks-district-
council-on-article-4-placed-on-land-
newhouse-farm-lane-hever
Hever Parish Council support the 
Article 4 Directions placed by SDC 
on land bordering both Hever Parish 
and Edenbridge Town (Newhouse 
Farm Lane), with this being 
communicated to the current owners, 
the current tenants, the buyer, the 
buyer’s agent and the two companies 
marketing the land. 
 
We believe this is justified in 
order to control works that could 
threaten the character of an area 
of acknowledged importance, to 
protect the wellbeing of the area, 
noting the exceptional circumstances 
of the location (Green Belt and 
directly on the boundary of the High 
Weald AONB) where the exercise of 
permitted development rights would 
harm local amenity, the historic 
environment and the proper planning 
of the area. This rural landscape is 
characterised by rough grassland, an 
irregular pattern of small to medium 
scale fields punctuated with small 
woods and frequent narrow strips of 
woodland.

We also welcome that SDC have 
shared their concerns regarding the 
way the site is being marketed to 
KCC Trading Standards

Earlier this month, the Government 
published three consultations on 
reform of the planning system: 

Planning for the future 
- the planning white paper. 
https://assets.publishing.service.
gov.uk/government/uploads/
system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/907956/Planning_for_the_Future_
web_accessible_version.pdf
Changes to the current planning 
system https://assets.publishing.
service.gov.uk/government/uploads/
system/uploads/attachment_data/
file/907215/200805_Changes_
to_the_current_planning_system_
FINAL_version.pdf
Transparency and competition: a call 
for evidence on data on land control 
https://www.gov.uk/government/
consultations/transparency-and-
competition-a-call-for-evidence-on-
data-on-land-control

Anyone can comment on these 
and Hever Parish Council will be 
considering its response at the next 
meeting.

Any queries please contact the Clerk 
clerk@hever.org 

Get in touch to discuss your 2021 
Sussex Lund project!
Calling all landowners, farmers, 
community groups, trusts, charities, 
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town and parish councils, schools 
and individuals who own or manage 
land in the High Weald Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (AONB):

If you’ve spent time during lockdown 
thinking about how you could 
improve your corner of the High 
Weald for wildlife or scenic beauty, 
there may be funding - if needed - 
through the Sussex Lund 2021 grant 
programme. The scheme offers 
grants of up to £10,000 for small-
scale, practical projects that improve 
the landscape and ecology of the 
High Weald.

Whether you’re thinking of creating 
a meadow on your land, managing 
your community greenspace for 
wildlife or creating new habitat in 
your school grounds, get in touch 
with the AONB team now by emailing 
sussexlund@highweald.org for a 
chat about your potential project - 
and to arrange a socially-distanced 
advisory site visit from one of our 
team members to guide your project 
and application to meet the Fund’s 
criteria.

The deadline for applications is 
February 2021, but we strongly 
recommend making contact as soon 
as possible as all site visits must be 
carried out by the end of November 
2020. You don’t need a detailed plan 
for your project right now - just an 
inspiring idea!

Any queries please contact the 
Clerk clerk@hever.org 

scarecrows 2020

Thanks to everyone who has 
entertained us this year with their 
ingenuity and humour.

John & Jacqi 
Adkins’ 
Caterpillar

Jane Rosam’s 
Bee with 
Flowers

Doug & Carol 
Bowern’s The  

Tiger who 
Came to Tea

Jane Higgs’ 
Hazel
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district council news

This month’s column is devoted to the 
Government’s planning white paper, 
‘Planning for the future’, the recent 
launch attracting so much media 
interest.

Let’s start with the reason for the 
document. The principal objectives 
are to deliver additional new homes 
each year, to reach an annual target 
of 300,000 and making housing more 
affordable. To achieve this, a planning 
system which is simpler, faster and 
more predictable is proposed.

It sounds an appealing prospect 
but it is flawed as it relies on two 
misconceptions. First, that the planning 
system, as imperfect as it is, is the 
main obstacle to the creation of those 
homes. Second, that housebuilders 
are willing to supply at a rate which 
makes homes affordable. Given that 
the 300,000 target is the driving force 
behind these reforms, for all of the 
welcome consideration of community, 
beauty and infrastructure, it is only 
reasonable to conclude that those will 
always be secondary.

Now, the proposals stretch to eighty-
four pages, and there are associated 
documents with which they ought 
ideally to be read. Therefore, the focus 
here is what it means for our immediate 
patch. The idea is that each inch of 
the country be given one of three 
designations: Growth, Renewal, or 
Protected and applications are tested 
against a set of rules, in some cases 
by algorithm. It’s not a new idea. Nor 
is it untested. But, if poorly defined, it 
risks removing the existing system’s 

(admittedly sometimes infuriating) 
subjectivity, placing greater weight 
on quantitative rather than qualitative 
assessments. As bewildering as it 
can sometimes be, both policies and 
outcomes tend to be complex and 
imperfect because life is too. Unless 
great care is taken, a painting by 
numbers approach to planning risks 
creating more problems than it solves.

The good news is that it is proposed 
that the Green Belt, Areas of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty and 
Conservation Areas receive the 
Protected classification, meaning that 
applications will be determined similarly 
to how they are now. All three of the 
villages in our Benefice would therefore 
be covered. However, Edenbridge 
would not.

There is no doubt the planning system 
needs root and branch reform, there are 
advantages to zonal planning systems, 
and the white paper contains some 
welcome suggestions. I remain, though, 
to be convinced that the headline 
reforms are those that are required to 
achieve the stated outcomes, be that 
to improve the planning system or the 
supply and affordability of housing. 
Nonetheless, as you would expect, my 
colleagues and I are working to respond 
constructively to the proposals and you 
may be assured I will continue to keep 
you posted on how things progress.

Matthew Dickins
District Councillor for Cowden & Hever

SDC, Argyle Road, Sevenoaks, TN13 
1HG

e. cllr.dickins@sevenoaks.gov.uk
m. 07910 328 110

Instagram: mycornerofkent



16

Back to school at last!
We are delighted that all the children 
are now back in school. We also 
welcome our new reception children! In 
the village, it is lovely to hear again the 
joyful cries of the children whilst they 
play outside with their friends whom 
they have been separated from for so 
long. School is slightly different, with 
‘bubbles’, one way systems for drop off 
and pick up, staggered lunch time and 
break times, and school dinners and 
packed lunches eaten in classrooms. 
Frequent handwashing is now the 
norm. But most children are very happy 
to be back in the classroom (as are 
most parents I imagine!).

‘Curiouser and curiouser’
Term started with a bang with a new 
whole school experience based 
on Alice in Wonderland. A surprise 
awaited the children when they arrived 
on Monday morning as they were 
transported to the fanciful, whimsical 
world of Alice. The teachers dressed 
up to immerse the children in the 
experience. Each class has their own 
key question which they will answer as 
part of the experience.

Class 2 are learning: How can I 
represent my understanding of a 
chapter within a book? 
To answer this question, they are 
creating collages to represent the White 
Rabbit’s house and creating an audio 
version of the chapter where Alice goes 
into the White Rabbit’s house. They 
will also be making special potions and 
taking part in a drama activity where 

the children will imagine that they are 
very big and very small.

Class 3 are being asked: How can I 
use artistic techniques to create a 
‘mad’ world where Alice meets the 
Cheshire Cat? 
The Cheshire Cat has been hidden on 
their classroom walls. By learning how 
to make UV torches, they will search 
for the cat who should appear as if by 
magic! The children will produce a well 
written imaginative piece of writing 
describing the scene when Alice meets 
the Cheshire cat. 

Class 4 want to know: What is the 
Queen’s side story and how can I 
represent this through textiles?. 
They are learning about perspective 
and that there are often two sides 
to every story. Why is the Queen of 
Hearts so angry? And why does she 
want to chop everyone’s head off? To 
go alongside this, they will be creating 
a class collage piece to represent a 
rose garden and the flowers changing 
from white to red. The children are 
learning basic sewing skills whilst 
being presented with the challenge 
of following written and verbal 
instructions. What a great start to the 
school year!

Nicole Holt

schooltime

news from Four Elms
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Over the summer we made many 
plans for the full re-opening of Hever 
Primary. After such a long period 
out of formal education, it is critical 
for children’s academic and social 
development to return to school and 
we feel very safe for them to do so.

We have had a very successful return 
to school and it is joyous to see all 
of our students learning and playing 
together. We have been impressed 
with the way students have adapted 
to our new ways of working. 

They have been co-operative and 
considerate of others by remaining 
in their year group pods at all times, 
moving calmly and sensibly around 
the school and adhering to our new 
rules including sanitising their hands 
during the day. Attendance has been 
high so far, and students have been 
punctual to school and lessons, 
and the quality of work produced in 
lessons has been high across all year 
groups. 
 
What a fantastic start to school for 
our new Acorns! All the children have 
been so brave to say goodbye at 
the gate in the mornings and have 
walked into school ready to start 

their day. We have been amazed at 
how quickly they have settled in. 
Well done Acorns! Their first focus 
has been to build relationships 
and develop confidence to explore 
their new setting. They are learning 
new routines and expectations and 
becoming more independent.

In the rest of the school the children 
have settled well into their new 
classes and are getting to know their 
new teachers. 

We have had our very first 
virtual Celebration Worship. The 
children enjoyed celebrating the 
achievements of one another and 
sharing in a moment of reflection 
and prayer. The children were 
congratulated on their successful 
return to school and how well they 
have adapted to the new systems 
in place. We officially welcomed our 
lovely Acorn Class children to the 
Hever community and wished our 
new Year 6 Oak class well in their 
final year. Head Boy and Head Girl 
led us in a prayer as we remembered 
9/11 on the 19th anniversary.

Joanna Stratton
Headteacher

news from Hever
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 to add your company email the Editors. 
Just £25 per annum

Agricultural Engineers
Leppards  plant and machinery hire and more  01342 850888
Art
The Topfoto Gallery  photo gallery, family albums, framing  01732 863 939
Bookkeeping
David James  accountancy services  01892 871 139
Southworth & Co  accounting services and software  01732 700 670
Building & Design Services
Albourne roofing  slating, tiling, flat roofing, repairs  01732 700 353
Causeway Joinery bespoke joinery for the public and trade 01342 850170
Clare Elizabeth  painting and decorating  0777 5328781
G Moss  joiner & builder  07778 440 644
Jem Pickard  painting and decorating 07850 371558 or 01732 863062
M & M Walker  painting & decorating, plumbing, heating  07774 218 684
Richard A Maslen   Fine furniture and bespoke joinery       07930 341 415
TN16 Handyman   property maintenance, home repairs, 
    painting, gardening             074754 38788
W Smithers & Sons  listed building, conversions, extensions, 01342 850 559
Cleaning
Housecleans  cleaning, ironing  01959 532 223
Zero Dry Time  d ry carpet & upholstery cleaners  01732 387 046
Commercial Property
Hever Business Centre Office Suites - Karrison Property  01959 563800 
Hever Castle Golf club - modern office space to let  01732 701006
Dog grooming and walking
Yappy Days  dog walking and pet sitting – Katie  07768 614577
Wash n blow, dogs to go – dog grooming - Chris:  01892 740170/07736 484184
Education
Markbeech Nursery  for children 2-5 years  01342 850403
Chiddingstone Nursery
School  for children 2-5 years  01892 871315
Equestrian  
Four Elms Farm Livery   07771 634995
Fitness 
Toni’s Pilates  Personal training, pilates classes  01892 711 197
Hever Castle Golf Club  golf course  01732 701017 
Chiddingstones’ Tennis Club  07771 912 108 
Falconhurst Cricket Club  cricket and training sessions  07771 892762
Pilates by Lorna at Four Elms and Ide Hill village halls  07747 628993

business directory
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Funeral Services
Alex Jones  funeral directors & monumental masons 01732 860047
Gardening and landscaping
APF Trees,  tree surgery and garden maintenance     07786 884924
Hever Landscapes  for all your garden projects  01892 740133
French’s Fencing  gates, automation, fencing 
 supply & fitting  0779 5551436
R. Bennett  hedges, fencing, grass cutting  01732 862971
Sam Thompson tree care, felling, hedge cutting, logs  07747 345815
Health
Emma Darthuy 
Chartered physiotherapist home physio visit, pilates classes  07771 925346
Hever Castle Health and Wellbeing Centre, classes and treatments  01732 651359
Paul Marro  Cognitive Hypnotherapy 
 www.htheraphy.co.uk 01732 808211
Step by Step  foot health practice  07786 038149
Hairdressing
Rosemary’s hairdressing in the comfort of your own home  07813 400393
Home services
Andy Sayers  electrical services  
 maintenance and repairs  07836 256146
Daren Wood                      Chimney sweep, pots and cowls fitted  01959 564263
Pegrum  fuels, boilers, plumbing,
 solar panels, water/oil tanks 01732 463256
Sure Kill  pest control services  01732 863206
IT
IT Wizard  Computer problems   01732 361234
MR Computing computer repairs in your home, no call out charge  01732 590077
Local Produce
Allman Butchers  meat & groceries  01732 863214
     or 700288
Travel, Taxis and bike hire
Country Hire and Go,  electric bike hire and local taxi service     07723054863
Stuart Rieman  luxury passenger car service  01883 715 037
Relyon Cars  local taxi company  01732 863 800
Travel Counsellors  tailor-made travel, leisure & business 
      olivia.wells@travelcounsellors.com 
Venue Hire and Weddings
Chiddingstone Castle  01892 870347 
Falconhurst Weddings  01342 850526
Markbeech Village Hall  01342 850328
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news from the pews

Hever
September was a busy month in 
Hever. The second Parish Picnic 
took place outside the village hall 
and fortunately we were blessed with 
excellent weather! The Four Elms 
gazebos were once again useful 
shade from the sun rather than 
protection from rain. As the weather 
turns more autumnal, we shall take 
guidance on what we do this month, 
so please check the website and 
listen out for the notices at services. 

 Many of you will have heard the 
Church bells ring on Saturday 12th. 
Whilst we have not yet resumed 
regular ringing, we were very happy 
to ring for the wedding of Stacey 
and Ellie. Guidance dictated that 
we should only ring for 15 minutes 
and we were very glad of that as 
after 6 months of no ringing we soon 
realised that we were not as ‘match 
fit’ as we once were! That said it was 
very nice to ring those lovely old bells 
again and particularly to wish the 
happy couple well.

Hever Bellringers also took part on 
their bicycles in the Annual Ride 
and Stride event raising £510 for 
St Peter’s church and the Kent 
Churches Trust. Many thanks to all of 
you who helped sponsor us.

Finally we held our first ever Forest 
Church in the Church grounds. Our 
aim is to take church out of the 
church building and into nature, 
where those who relate better to an 
outdoor spirituality can slow down 
from the busyness of daily life and 
connect with the natural world to 

learn, worship and meditate whilst 
taking inspiration from all that is 
around us. October’s Forest Church 
will be on 11th October at 4pm and 
we are delighted that the Bishop of 
Tonbridge will be attending.

Finally it has been lovely to see and 
hear the Hever School children return 
after such a long absence.

God Bless.
Jane Rosam

Churchwarden
Four Elms
Times are strange. We are unable to 
sing our favourite hymns, just hum 
but it is so good that so many attend 
our services. Our September service 
was especially good with pre Autumn 
sunshine streaming through the 
beautiful windows here in St. Paul’s 
Church. 

The lovely weather makes it so much 
easier to manage Holy Communion, 
an important part of any Christian’s 
worship. We are able to exit after 
Communion through the East door 
thus keeping social distancing. 

The Church has had all books and 
non necessary items removed and 
it certainly makes for easier deep 
cleaning. St. Paul’s is fortunate to 
have a very happy band of cleaners.  
We are always pleased to welcome 
more help if you feel so inclined, 
once a month on Saturday morning, 
before the Sunday service.
 
We thank all those who participated 
in the Friends of Kent Ride and Stride 
on 12 September. It was a lovely 
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day and I know that those who did 
either the cycling or walking enjoyed 
the day very much and thank you 
to those who sat outside our lovely 
church to welcome participants. 
 
May we all pray for a peaceful 
Autumn and likewise pray that the 
Winter season is not as grim as 
some forecasters indicate. Finally, 
at our All Souls Service at 6 pm on 
1 November we especially welcome 
those who have lost loved ones and 
wish them to be remembered.

Christina Hodson
Churchwarden

Markbeech 
As I write the temperature is in the 
high 20s and it feels as if summer will 
never end, but we are all too aware 
now that things change in a flash and 
things that we never imagined might 
happen change the course of our 
lives. 

I will never forget the summer picnic 
service held at the end of last month 
at Holy Trinity. Our congregation 
full of families, young and old, 
sitting higgledy piggeldy around 
the gravestones, no pomp, no 
ceremony, just plain worship, prayer 
and a modern action song to boot. 
Hardly the rather high Anglo Catholic 
tradition of Markbeech! Things do 
change in our lives and I feel that in 
this benefice we are truly embracing 
the change and I thank you, 
Markbeechers, for all your support. 

We had an interesting visitor in 
our church recently, Dr Clare 
Thackray, commissioned by The 

Bat Conservation Trust to do a bat 
survey. Clare erected her slo camera 
in the church to look for bat activity. 
She found a lot of droppings and 
walls marked by bat urine. Lovely! 
Bats are still in serious decline in this 
country. They play an important part 
in pollination and pest control so we 
must look after them. I will let you 
know the results.

So, what can we look forward to? 
Today I was comforted by learning 
in my ‘Bible in One Year’ podcast, 
that the Chinese symbol for the word 
‘crisis’ is two lines: one meaning 
‘danger’ and the other ‘opportunity’. 
Maybe with continued prayer we 
can find new opportunities at this 
time. We can continue to meet in our 
churches, vigilant about distancing, 
mask wearing and sanitising. I am 
hopeful that we can introduce more 
music too, in a safe way with just a 
few singers. 

Nicki Talbot
Churchwarden
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Date & time Service details Readings Sunday

4 October
10am

Holy Communion at Holy 
Trinity Markbeech 

Philippians 3:4b-14
Matthew 21:33-46

Trinity 17

11 October
10am

Holy Communion at 
St.Peter’s Hever 

Philippians 4:1-9
Matthew 22:1-14

Trinity 18

11 October
4pm

Forest Church in St.Peter’s 
Hever church yard

To be arranged Trinity 19

18 October
3pm

Holy Communion at 
St.Paul’s Four Elms

Philippians 1:21-30;
Matthew 20:1-6

Trinity 15

25 October
10am

Holy Communion at 
St.Peter’s Hever

Nehemiah 8 Last after 
Trinity

1 November
10am

Holy Communion at Holy 
Trinity Markbeech

Ephesians 1:11-23
Luke 6:20-31

All Saints

1 November
6pm

All Souls Commemoration 
of the Faithful departed at 
St.Paul’s Four Elms

Lamentations 3:17-26, 31-33
John 6:37-40

All Saints

We are continuing to hold 
our Zoom Evening prayer on 
Thursdays at 6.00pm - see 
the website for the link. If you 
would like to join our weekly 
Bible study on Mondays also 
by Zoom at 6pm.
We have been advised that 
we are able to hold our 
Annual Parochial Meetings 
in person and these will 
therefore take place in the 
respective churches as stated 
below. Anyone is welcome 
to attend but to vote and 
contribute, you need to be 
on the church electoral roll (if 
you would like an electoral roll 
form, please let us know).
7pm Wednesday 14th 
October St.Peter’s Hever
7.30pm  Thursday 15th 
October Holy Trinity, 
Markbeech

7pm Tuesday 20th October 
St.Paul’s, Four Elms

Please note that we have 
a vacancy for two Church 
Wardens at Hever. If you are 
interested in serving in this 
way, please contact Simon.

Please contact any of us 
if you would like prayer or 
to talk to someone during 
this time or any other help 
including reading the text of 
the above services over the 
phone.

Priest-in-charge  
Revd.Simon Braid 
01892 871453 and 
simonbraid@icloud.com

Wardens  
Hever
Jane Rosam 
01732 868085  
Four Elms
Christina Hodson
01732 700247
Richard Bennett 
01732 862971
Markbeech
Nicki Talbot 
01342 850526
Marielou Linklater 
01342 850579
Administrator
Ana Roxburgh 
beneficeemail@gmail.com
Prayer hotline  
Elly Heard 01732 865564 
or Revd.Simon Braid 

Thankfully worship and certain church 
activities are exempt from the recent ‘rule of 
six’ and so we are continuing with our services 
at each of the churches on a rotational basis, 
please wear a face mask.. We’ll also continue 
to live stream and record these services which 

can be accessed via https://threespires.
wordpress.com/  or https://www.facebook.
com/threespiresbenefice and by phone by 
calling 01732 927132. Please look at the 
website and Facebook page for information 
and spiritual help.

Church in September
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October 25th is Bible Sunday. Before 
you switch off, did you know that the 
Bible is by far the most popular book 
in the world having sold an estimated 
total of about 5 billion with about 
20 million sold each year? Having 
said that, many of us may have 
had a Bible given at our christening 
or confirmation only for it to then 
remain on a bookshelf and rarely 
opened.

One reason is that the Bible is rather 
long. That’s because it’s actually 
made up of 66 books including 
History, Laws, Poetry, Prophecy, 
stories about Jesus and the Early 
church, letters and the Revelation. 
It’s also rather old having been 
written between about 2,000 BC 
and 100AD. If we’re reading it in 
the King James version, we can 
enjoy the beautiful Shakespearean 
language, but parts can seem rather 
inaccessible and, notwithstanding 
the plethora of excellent modern 
translations, it can still seem rather 
puzzling. 

Of course, we remember those 
stories like Noah’s ark, which still 
delight children today. In addition, 
the Bible has had an incredible 
influence on English literature and 
contributed to our national life. If you 
look around, there are passages of 
scripture everywhere. For example, 
words from Psalm 127 ‘Unless the 
Lord builds the house its builders 
labour in vain.’ are inscribed into the 
stone floor of the central lobby of the 
Houses of Parliament.

Christians believe that although the 
Bible was written by human writers, 
God inspired them by the Holy Spirit 
as they wrote. This is why the Bible 
is often referred to as ‘God’s word’.
The Bible is also a precious book. In 
many parts of the world the Bible is 
banned and people are desperate 
to get copies: for example, in China 
since 2018 it has been forbidden to 
sell Bibles online! In the 18th Century 
a poor girl, Mary Jones walked 26 
miles through the Welsh mountains 
to fulfil her dream of owning a bible. 
Her inspirational story led to the 
founding of the Bible Society in 
1802.

The Bible is a powerful book that 
can and has changed lives. David 
Suchet, the famous actor, had a 
life transforming experience after 
reading a Gideon’s Bible in a hotel 
room. Since then he has gone on to 
record a reading of the whole Bible. 
Why is the Bible so powerful? Simply 
because it tells the story of God’s 
salvation culminating in Jesus. 
So if you haven’t got that bible off 
the bookshelf, why not during this 
time of restricted outside activity and 
as we go into autumn, give it a try. 
There’s plenty of help available – the 
Bible Society is a good place to start 
https://www.biblesociety.org.uk/
I’ll also be talking more about 
this at our Family communion on 
25th October and providing some 
guidance – see you then!

Keep safe – keep well – keep 
praying.
God bless you all.

Simon

our rector’s thoughts
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With autumn upon us it is time to get 
busy planning to put the garden to 
bed for the winter and to think about 
the spring bulbs that will brighten up 
the early part of 2021.

Greenhouse and Vegetable Patch
As the last of the crops are harvested 
it is time to clear out the plants from 
tomatoes, cucumbers, beans etc. For 
those lucky enough to be able to have 
a bonfire that is a good disposal route, 
otherwise it is a trip to the dump to 
recycle the plant material. Once the 
greenhouse is empty we always wash 
down the glass and pots with a good 
dose of Jeyes Fluid to kill off unwanted 
diseases, we also spray the soil in the 
vegetable patch for the same reason.

In the main garden the fruit trees have 
given up the last of their bounty and we 
immediately prune back the plum tree, 
whilst leaving the apples and pears for a 
winter prune.

Hanging Baskets
Our hanging baskets have given a good 
display of colour all summer and are 
now coming to an end, we clear these 
out and wash down the basket before 
refilling the soil and replanting with 
plants that will give some winter colour, 
pansies and viola’s are good for this 
purpose.

Lawn
After a long hot summer you realise 
what an amazing plant grass is because 
after a few days of rain it turns from 
a scorched brown to a vibrant green 
and of course starts growing again, 

Autumn is a good time to repair any bald 
patches, we simply score the surface 
and mix grass seed with a bit of topsoil 
to cover the offending gap, if it is dry a 
bit of watering is needed but otherwise 
the warm and wet weather will do the 
trick.

Borders
Now is the ideal time to clear up the 
borders, removing the annuals that have 
come to an end and cutting back the 
perennials such as peonies, crocosmia, 
irises, ferns and pruning roses to stop 
them swaying in the autumn and winter 
storms.

Now that you can see the soil it is time 
for a spot of weeding and turning the 
soil with a fork taking care around any 
spring bulbs that are lurking underneath, 
it is a good time to stock up the spring 
bulb display by planting additional 
daffodil and tulip bulbs.

Several of the perennials such as 
peonies and hosta are suitable for 
splitting if there is a significant clump, 
simply dig them out and divide with a 
garden spade, finding a suitable gap in 
the border to replant and water in, this 
effectively gives you a number of free 
plants which is always good. The final 
step is to cover the beds with mushroom 
compost, no need to dig it in as those 
earth worms will do the job for you over 
the autumn and winter months. 

Hopefully this will give some food for 
thought and happy gardening. Finally 
thank you to the kind person who found 
an envelope for the Hever Hort and 
handed it to our Show Secretary I am 
very grateful!

David Dutton

gardening



The Link Team

Bridget Harris, Joanna Wade, Paul Houlton 
email: thelink@hever.org

Telephone 01732 700986 (Bridget) Mobile 07958 919 631 (Joanna) 
Address 1 Triangle Cottage, Hever Road, Hever TN8 7NL  

Benefice website threespires.wordpress.com Community website www.hever.org

The views expressed in the articles in this magazine are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily represent those of the editorial team. There is no implied approval or 

recommendation for any service or event advertised in the magazine. 

Copy for the November edition should reach us no later than 15th October 2020
Subscriptions cost £5 pa if delivered by a volunteer. For payment either: a) Send a cheque 

payable to ‘The Link’ with your address to 1 Triangle Cottage, Hever Road, Hever TN8 7NL or b) 
Make a bank transfer or set up a standing order payment to ‘The Link’ at Lloyds a/c 01057697 

sort 30-92-92 with postcode and surname as reference.

A copy of The Link can be viewed in The Link section of the community website www.hever.org
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Hall Bookings
Four Elms:
Village Hall 
 − Kevin Haydon 07787 394 806
Parish Rooms 
– John Southworth 01732 700670
Hever 
− Mrs Ryan 01732 864168
Markbeech 
− Mrs Paige 01342 850328

Councils
Kent County Councillor
Peter Lake 07740 701695
Sevenoaks District:
Matthew Dickins 07910 328110
Hever Parish:
Charlotte Cole 01342 322123 
clerk@hever.org
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● UK Designed and Built, Retro Style  
● Super comfort for Touring and Exploring
● Pedal Assist, Motorised Speeds up to 15.5 mph 
● Up to 40 miles on one Charge 
● Half | full |2 or 3 Day Hire 
● Safety and Security Equipment and Maps
● Route planning (charger on request)
● Gift Vouchers for Experience Days
● E-Bike sales

PRIVATE HIRE | ELECTRIC BIKE HIRE/SALES

Country Hire and GoCountry Hire and Go

countryhireandgo@outlook.com 
www.countryhireandgo.comCall: 07723 054863 

UNIQUE FAT TYRE E-BIKE DELIVERED & 
COLLECTED TO YOUR LOCATION

NO JOURNEY TOO SHORT OR RURAL 
FOR OUR LOCAL CARS  

   AIRPORTS | EVENTS | SCHOOL | APPOINTMENTS | 
   SHOPPING| NIGHTS OUT | ALL DAY EXCURSIONS

● Female Drivers, Safe and Professional 
● Personalised Travel
● Luxury 4 Passenger Vehicles, Pet Friendly 
● No Late/Early Rates, 24/7 Service 

(*subject to availability)



Felling - Reductions - Thinning - Stump Grinding
Hedge Cutting - Seasoned Logs

Telephone:01342 850265 / 07747 345815
Email: samthompsontreecare@gmail.com

Sam Thompson
Tree Care

A warm caring environment 
for children 2-5 years with a 
beautiful outside play area. 

Open Monday, Wednesday, 
Thursday, Friday mornings 9am 
to 12.15pm in the Village Hall 
and Monday and Wednesday 

afternoons until 3pm. Lunch 
Club available each day to 
1.30pm. Do come and see 

us. To arrange a visit please 
contact:
Mrs Ann Roberts-Cleeve  
 01342 850403

Manager: Miss Fiona Baxter        
School: 07722497657

Home: 07826011880Established 1965

2362-The-Link-Office-Space-Ad-1280x200mm-AW.indd   1 17/03/2020   13:58



Markbeech village hall

To book please contact Mrs Paige at mbvh1924@gmail.com 
or on 01342 850328 • www.markbeechvillagehall.org.uk

Ideal for weddings and garden parties
• A beautiful rural setting

• Large and secure garden

• Capacity to seat up to 110 guests

• Fully functioning kitchen

•Great transport links

• Reasonable rates

T. Allman
Butchers Limited
High Class Family Butcher

49 High Street, Edenbridge  
Tel: 01732 863214

Home-killed meat
Free local delivery

YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER



Please call (01892) 871139
Email: david.james@dajames.com

Accountancy Service
Local, Professional and Friendly

Accounts
Payroll/PAYE

Self Assessment tax returns
VAT

Book-keeping
Accounting/Consultancy advice
No matter how big or small, with over 
20 years' experience, I can provide you 

with a local service tailored to your needs.

David James
9 Dukes Meadow

Chiddingstone Causeway
Tonbridge,  TN11 8LW

Hever Castle Golf and Wellbeing
01732 651 359

www.heverhealth.com 
info@heverhealth.com

Treatments include:
Physiotherapy

Osteopathy
Massage (Sports, Pregnancy, Hot Stone

and Bamboo)
Reflexology
Nutrition
Facials 

 
Studio Classes:

Yoga, Paracise™, Pilates, Pulseroll and
Legs, Bums and Tums  

Open to all, no membership necessary. 



 

Unit 12, Gaza Trading Estate, Hildenborough, Kent TN11 8PL 

01732 463256 

SALES SERVICING 

AGA REFURBISHMENT 

RANGE COOKERS BOILERS 

WOOD STOVES SOLAR PANELS 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING 

GROUND & AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS HOT WATER CYLINDERS 

PLUMBING 

WATER TANKS OIL TANKS 

office@pegrum.net 

GAS LPG OIL SOLID FUEL 

 

 

FALCONHURST CRICKET CLUB, MARKBEECH 
www.falconhurstcc.co.uk 

The Club was founded in 1854 and cricket has been played here ever since. If 
you are looking for a friendly cricket club to play for – all ages and abilities 
welcomed – please contact Club Captain Rob McAllister:  

07884 483855 or email: captain@falconhurstcc.co.uk. 

There are also training sessions and matches for under-11 cricketers, please 
contact Youth Coach Brian Adcock to register an interest:  

brian.adcock@matrix.gb.com 

Accountancy Service 
Local, Professional and Friendly 

Accounts 
Payroll/PAYE 

Self Assessment tax returns 

VAT 
Book keeping 

Accounting/Consultancy advice 

No matter how big or small, with over 20 years’ experience, I can 
provide you with a local service tailored to your needs. 

Please call 01892 871139 or 07926 379522 
Email: david.james@dajames.com 

David James 
9 Dukes Meadow, Chiddingstone Causeway, 

Tonbridge, TN11 8LW 

 

 Domestic    Commercial    Industrial 

 
Slating/ Tiling/ Flat Roofing 

All Maintenance & Repairs & Property 
Renovations

For Free Estimates & Advice from City and Guilds Qualified Tradesmen 

T: 01732 700353 
M: 07767 893 772 

The Club was founded in 1854 and cricket has been played here ever since. 
If you are looking for a friendly cricket club to play for – all ages and abilities
welcomed – please contact Club Secretary Tom Churton:

07734 311 716 or churtont@gmail.com

There are also training sessions and matches for youth cricketers; please 
contact Youth Coach Paul Stephens to register an interest

on 07879 605 173

Lorna Galbraith Hairdressing
All aspects of hairdressing carried out in the comfort of your own home.

L’Oreal and Vidal Sassoon trained, with over 27 years' experience.
07989 587 931             01732 700 397



HEVER LANDSCAPES ltd 
We offer year-round garden 
management, regular maintenance or a 
one-off garden tidy/clearance. Grass 
cutting, lawn care, hedge-cutting, leaf 
clearing and jet-washing patios. 
Construction of vegetable patches, 
chicken runs, compost bins.  
Commercial contracts. 

We also offer complete landscaping 
projects, such as patios, retaining 
walls, all types of fencing, planting 

schemes, re-seeding and turfing, 
water features, wooden garden 

structures, tree surgery, hedge laying  
and woodland clearance. 

please phone Karl on 
01892 870520 or 07909 916909 

Est. 1997                   www.heverlandscapes.co.uk 

 
 

01892 740133 or 07909 916909

TEL: 01342 850888

THE ONE STOP SHOP FOR GARDENS, ESTATES, 
SMALLHOLDINGS, EQUESTRIAN, GOLF COURSES & MORE

WILDERNESS FARM

MARK BEECH

EDENBRIDGE

KENT TN8 7LP

LEPPARDS

SALES,SERVICE & PARTS
BEING ONLY AN EMAIL/PHONE CALL AWAY

WE ARE WILLING TO ADVISE, SOURCE 
& HELP

info@leppards.com www.leppards.com

☎
EDENBRIDGE 862971

R. BENNETT
HEDGE LAYING

FENCING
MOBILE SAW BENCH
HEDGE TRIMMING

GRASS CUTTING
ROTAVATING

CONSERVATION WORK
UNDERTAKEN



E-mail: causewayjoinery.aol.com
www.causewayjoinery.co.uk

Tel: 01342 850170

Manufacturers of bespoke joinery to the trade and public
for over 35 years

Windows
Doors
Entrance Screens
Staircases
Kitchens

Bi-Folding Door Sets
Stable Doors

Pairs of Doors
Home Media Units
Orangery Joinery

Wine Stores
Bedroom units/

Dressing Rooms
Free Standing or
Built in furniture

MRS S F CARROLL 
M.Ch.S

REGISTERED 
CHIROPODIST/

PODIATRIST 

VISITING PRACTICE 

CHIDDINGSTONE 
HOATH 

Tel: (01342) 850426 

RATS! MICE! COCKROACHES! 
MOLES! SQUIRRELS! 

SURE KILL 

 

Marlpit Hill, Edenbridge, TN8 6JG 
Tel: 01732 863206 

Mobile: 07831 300947 

WASPS! FLEAS! MOTHS! ANTS! 

PEST CONTROL  
 SERVICE 

       Member of NPTA 

CHARTWELL  
the family home of Sir Winston 

Churchill, near Westerham

QUEBEC HOUSE 
Westerham, a charming village 

house, the childhood home 
of General Wolfe 

EMMETTS GARDEN 
the Garden at the top of the Weald, 

near Ide Hill 

All welcome visitors from 
near and far and are 

OPEN MARCH TO NOVEMBER 2012 

NATIONAL TRUST 

   * Chartwell the house is open from 
 10 March to 4 November, Wed−Sun 
 plus Bank Holidays, also Tues in 
 July and August.  
 The gardens, shop, restaurant, 
 studio and exhibition are open every 
 day from 10 March 2012 except 
 Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
 Car park open everyday for 
 countryside walks except 
 Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

* Quebec House  open Wed to Sun, 
 10 March to 4 November plus Bank 
 Holidays. 

   * Emmetts Garden  open Sat –Wed, 
 10 March to 4 November plus Bank 
 Holidays and Good Friday. 

For full details of opening times and events in 2012, please call:  

Chartwell, Mapleton Road, Westerham. TN16 1PS 
Telephone: (01732) 868381 

Email: chartwell@nationaltrust.org.uk 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
Established in 1955 

Members of the National Federation of Builders 
 

Listed Buildings, Conversions,
Extensions, Maintenance

& Repairs
 

W SMITHERS & SONS LTD 
Old Mill Yard  Telephone: 01342 850559 
Cowden Fax: 01342 850981 
Edenbridge Email: colin@wsmithers.co.uk 
Kent TN8 7JJ Website: www.wsmithersandsons.co.uk 

BSC QUALIFIED IN ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR, INSURED AND DBS CHECKED.BSC QUALIFIED IN ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR, INSURED AND DBS CHECKED.
•	 DOG WALKING (NAUGHTY OR SHY DOGS WELCOME)
•	 HOUSE SITTING
•	 PET SITTING (EXPERIENCE WITH FAMILY PETS, 

	  FARM ANIMALS AND EXOTICS)
•	 HOME VISITS WHEN YOU’RE AWAY

FOR MORE INFORMATION & TO BOOK IN YOUR PET CONTACT
KATIE ON 07768 614 577 OR YAPPYDAYSINFO@GMAIL.COM

DOG GROOMING
 Fully Insured

 Free Consultations
 City and Guilds Qualified 
 Dematting  Grooming 
 Bathing  Styling

 Nail Clipping  Hand Stripping 
 Canine dental care using the latest 

technology.
Competitive pricing dependent on size, 

breed and coat type.
Discounted Rate for Puppies!

All breeds and temperament considered.
Call Chris: 01892 740170

07736 484184
setters4me1@gmail.com



01342 851160 / 07930341415
richardamaslen@btinternet .com

www.richardamaslen.co .uk

FINE FURNITURE & 
BESPOKE JOINERYRICHARD A MASLEN

A SELECTION OF INDIVIDUAL OFFICE SUITES

Available to rent on simple flexible tenancy agreements. 
Approached by an attractive private drive, the Hever Business 
Centre is a distinctive and handsome detached building providing 
office suites with plenty of private parking.
Formerly Hever Station, the centre now offers bright 
workspaces with architectural features typical of the Victorian 
railway era.

THE HEVER BUSINESS CENTRE
• All inclusive monthly rent
• Fast broadband availability
• Plenty of private parking
• Suites for 1 – 6 persons 
• Security alarm
• London Bridge (direct) 

42mins
• Flexible tenancies 
• Conference/meeting room
• No VAT

TO FIND OUT MORE:

Please contact  
David Robinson 
01959 563800 
hever@karrison.co.uk

K A R R I S O N
P R O P E R T Y



FUNERAL PLANS FROM

Alex     Jones
Independent Family Funeral Directors

One of the few remaining family-owned, truly independent funeral directors in the area

Peace of mind for you and your family 

Specify your wishes in advance 

Protection against rising funeral costs 

A range of flexible payment options 

Arrange the send off you want

Alex Jones Funeral Directors
29-31 High Street
Edenbridge
TN8 5AD

01732 860047
www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk

We also have funeral homes in; 
Lingfield: 01342 832534
Forest Row: 01342 822399 
Oxted: 01883 730383

£40 M&S 
vouchers 

with every 
plan

Vouchers distributed 30 days after your plan is taken out – contact us for full details.



Four Elms Farm  
Livery 

•  60x20m floodlit outdoor arena  
– 36x45m indoor arena

•  Solarium/hot/cold washdown
•  Car and lorry parking
•  12’x12’ monarch boxes/rubber matting 

automatic drinkers
•  Club room with oven/microwave/dishwasher
•  Rug washing on site
•  Post and rail fencing
•  Staff living on site – exercise – qualified 

trainer
•  Off road hacking 100 private acres
•  Dressage training with international riders 

and judges
•  Jumping and polework clinics
•  Unaffiliated dressage competitions

Four Elms Farm Livery
Pootings Road

Four Elms
Kent TN8 6PH 

Mobile 07771 634995 or 07730 038747 

 - Dry Carpet Cleaning  
 - Upholstery Cleaning 
 - Tile & Grout Cleaning 
 

  

Zero Dry Time Kent 

CARS EDENBRIDGE50 Y
E

A
R

S

01732 863800
50 Y

E
A

R
S

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY,
7 DAYS A WEEK ON PRE-BOOKINGS

The Kiosk,
Station Approach,

Edenbridge
TN8 5LP

www.relyoncars.co.uk

PRIVATE HIRE l COURIER SERVICE
AIRPORTS

WEDDINGS l ACCOUNT WORK
MINIBUSES l LUXURY VEHICLES

4-8 SEATERS AVAILABLE l SCHOOL RUNS

DRIVERSWANTED
DRIVERS

WANTED



Now taking bookings for 2021

Daren Wood
C H I M N E Y  S W E E P

Clean and efficient,
friendly service - pots

and cowls fitted

Telephone: 01959 564263
Mobile: 07885 059023

member of
Independent Affiliation

of Chimney Sweeps





IM
PROVE YOUR HOME

HOME-REARED FREE-RANGE 
PEDIGREE PORK & LAMB 

FALCONHURST ESTATE 
www.falconhurstestate.co.uk 

01342 850526 
Also Gloucester Old Spot weaners for sale 

All Types of Interior & Exterior 

PAINTING & DECORATING
Ray Meades (Speldhurst)  

01892 863548 
Also

General Household Repairs & Maintenance 
Fully Insured 

 

 

XÄÄtËá VâÑvt~xá 
Delicious homemade cupcakes using local free range eggs  

and  organic ingredients wherever possible.  
Our cakes are freshly baked to order ensuring that they taste as good 

as they look! We cater for all occasions: birthdays, weddings, 
corporate events or just because . . . 

Free local delivery 

Contact Alex 07769973426 or at ellascupcakes.net 

M & M WALKER
PAINTING & DECORATING

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES

CEILING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS
ARTEXING & PLASTERING

PLUMBING  •  HEATING 
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Tel: 01732 863 155
Mobs: 077 742 186 84   •   079 004 207 15



Electricity in safe hands
• Installations, rewires, board upgrades
• Fault finding, maintenance, repairs
• Inspection and testing reports
• Portable appliance testing (PAT)
• Qualified to BS 7671 2018 18th Edition
• Building regulations part P compliant
• Prompt, reliable and competitive rates

T. 07836 256 146   E. andycsayers@gmail.com
www.andysayerselectrical.com
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 Emma Darthuy BSc PgDip MCSP HPC 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

 
Home physio visits for any 
musculoskeletal problem. 

Pilates Classes and 1-2-1 

physioemma@btinternet.com 
07530 857613   

www.homephysioandpilates.co.uk 
 

07771 925346

Painting and
Decorating

Services

clareelizabeth100@gmail.com

Clare Elizabeth

0777 532 8781

Reliable
Local 

Friendly

www.homephysioandpilates.com



We are a holistic, fully equipped Pilates studio offering a range of prestigious 
and bespoke Pilates, Yoga and Somatics based in our lovely studios in Blackham

•	  First Class FREE  Call to book

•	  Small class numbers

•	  Morning, evening and weekend classes

•	  Beginners welcome

•	  Meditation and mindfulness

•	  Knowledgeable and experienced teachers who really care

•	  Specialist in rehabilitation and common back pain

•	  Healing therapies including hot/cold stone massage 
 and cranial sacral work

WWW.TONISPILATES.CO.UK                01892 711 197

RELIEVE ACHES AND PAINS
GET STRONGER 
MOVE BETTER

painting& 
decorating

jem pickardby

07850 371558   
01732 863062

competitive prices
free estimates & consultations

interior & exterior

highest quality guaranteed
expert & friendly service

fully insured

jempickard@btinternet.com

www.jempickardpainting 
decorating.co.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
jempickardpaintingdecorating



Telephone: 07778 440644
Email: moss@gmjoinery.com

www.gmjoinery.com

Established 
Since 1981

JOINERS & BUILDERS LTD
LOFT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS

TIMBER FRAME BUILDINGS & BESPOKE JOINERY

HOUSECLEANS 
 

Weekly, monthly or just when you need a bit of extra help, 
We will clean your house to the highest standard, do your ironing 

and make up your beds. 
Only the best quality products used – Eco friendly products available. 

 
Moving house?  

We can clean before you move in or after you move out. 
 

For more details call 
01959 549 480 
07706 868 772 

 
ENJOY LIFE – LEAVE THE CLEANING TO US! 

(And we’re happy to walk the dog and feed the cat too) 

01959 532 223
07706 868 772

Step by Step provides a highly professional foot care service,
which is fully mobile, attending to all your foot care needs

within the comfort of your own home.

Member of British Association of Foot Health Professionals

For an appointment or more information telephone:
07786 038149 – Michelle Hogan MCFHP

 B/W version for CN publication

Colour version for website

Foot Health Practice

Original version received

Step by Step provides a highly professional foot care service,
which is fully mobile, attending to all your foot care needs

within the comfort of your own home.

Member of British Association of Foot Health Professionals

For an appointment or more information telephone:
07786 038149 – Michelle Hogan MCFHP

Foot Health Practice



If you need help with shopping, prescriptions, posting 

letters etc please call the editors (see page 25 for 

numbers) or the churchwardens (see page 22) or call any 

of the following. We would all be very happy to help.

Laura Palmer – 01732 864257
Jane Hall – 01732 862569
Laura Hands – 07792 167 470 (based in Hever)
Beverley Thomas – 07855 968 006 (based in Edenbridge)
Toria Corcoran – 07885 491 893 (based in Edenbridge)
Andrea Hayto – 07766 503 062 based in Four Elms)
Sophie Fraser – 07793 464 705 
Amy Hurlstone – 07982 996 642
Emma Short – 07985 047 746 (based in Four Elms)
Cheryl Small – 07795 841 178
Caroline Crooks – 07887 505 409
Four Elms Helpers 01732 700247

You can also email thelink@hever.org or hra@hever.org

or fevhlunch@btinternet.com

Are you self isolating? Do you need help?


