
 LIN
K

Parish magazine of Four Elms, Hever and Markbeech
£1

December 2020

In this issue:• Striking gold
•  Christmas at Chartwell•  Amber Dane, a childhood remembered•  More than just landscaping• Need help?



We are a holistic, fully equipped Pilates studio offering a range of prestigious 
and bespoke Pilates, Yoga and Somatics based in our lovely studios in Blackham

•	  First Class FREE  Call to book

•	  Small class numbers

•	  Morning, evening and weekend classes

•	  Beginners welcome

•	  Meditation and mindfulness

•	  Knowledgeable and experienced teachers who really care

•	  Specialist in rehabilitation and common back pain

•	  Healing therapies including hot/cold stone massage 
 and cranial sacral work

WWW.TONISPILATES.CO.UK                01892 711 197

RELIEVE ACHES AND PAINS
GET STRONGER 
MOVE BETTER

painting& 
decorating

jem pickardby

07850 371558   
01732 863062

competitive prices
free estimates & consultations

interior & exterior

highest quality guaranteed
expert & friendly service

fully insured

jempickard@btinternet.com

www.jempickardpainting 
decorating.co.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
jempickardpaintingdecorating



We hope you have a good Christmas whatever that looks like in 
these strange times. 

I have just finished reading “The Dig” by John Preston, an excellent 
historical novel about the excavation of the Sutton Hoo ship burial in 
1939 (thanks for lending it to me, Sue Harvey). One of the miracles 
of the find (beautifully displayed in the British Museum and also on 
site by the National Trust) is that robbers hadn’t emptied the big 
mound of its treasure in the 1,300 years it had lain buried there. 
Metal detecting had always seemed to me to be a threat to “proper” 
archaeology but I now know from watching the equally excellent 
and gently funny “The Detectorists” on BBC i-player, that they are a 
responsible, if rather obsessive, bunch. 

It was a detectorist who found the Chiddingstone Hoard in 2016, 
a handful of ten beautiful Iron Age gold coins. They were made in 
Northern France in c60-50 BC by Celtic tribes who struck them to 
finance their fight against Caesar’s invading armies. British Celts 
were involved in those battles and the gold coins were probably 
given as gifts as a sign of allegiance and buried in our valley, 
perhaps for safety or to ward off evil. They are not only “treasure” 
but also proof of Kent’s involvement in the Gallic wars - imagine 
those warriors in small wooden boats crossing the channel to 
help fight the Romans. The coins are now beautifully displayed in 
the Eden Valley Museum in Edenbridge which managed to raise 
£13,000 to buy and display them. 

Joanna Wade

PS For those of you who read 
last month’s editorial, I see on 
thefarmingforum.co.uk that it is 
quite common to put goldfish 
in water troughs to keep them 
free from algae and because 
the cows like watching them! 
Also thanks to Billy Ward for all 
that litter picking, your picture 
was separated from your article 
and appears this month. 

Welcome to the December edition 
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Our African Grey parrot joined us on 
Christmas Eve 1997. He was just 6 
months old, having been bred and 
hand-reared locally. We called him 
Cracker, not only in celebration of 
the day he arrived, but also because 
we did not know his sex. He was 
not fully grown and still had the 
dark eyes of a juvenile. In time, 
he developed a powerful, boyish 
personality, a fine vocabulary and an 
ability to dominate all the other pets 
in the house.

When he was young, he was able 
to fly freely. However, he flew out of 
the garden rather too often, once, 
memorably, off to Hever Castle. We 
now trim his feathers so he can only 
make short flights. He lives in the 
kitchen, where it is always warm, 
and busies himself with remodelling 
the cupboards, skirting boards and 
anything left lying around.

He can talk a lot, when it suits him. 
Curiously, he really only mimics men. 
I believe this is because he sees 
them as competition. He bosses 
the dogs around, tells everyone that 

he is a very good parrot, shouts at 
the cat to “Get Out” when she tries 
to slip past and wishes us a good 
morning at all times of the day. 
Sometimes he surprises us with a 
new phrase, which we did not know 
he had learned. One evening, a new 
nail had to be hammered into a loose 
floorboard. Into the silence, after the 
banging had stopped, he said very 
clearly, “Poor Puddy Tat” in exactly 
the voice of Tweety Pie, the cartoon 
bird.

Apparently African Grey parrots can 
live until they’re 60. No doubt he 
will determine which lucky relative 
inherits him. In the meantime, he 
teases us as to whether the phone 
is ringing or if it’s just Cracker 
mimicking it!

Claire Longley

pet of the month
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December 
  
What’s Coming Up in December 
 
Enjoy the Castle Grounds 
Throughout the winter, our grounds are perfect for strolling and rambling - bring a flask and discover 
our lovely views, woodlands, Victorian Orangery and lake where you can fish for £10 a visit. Your kind 
donations in our car park honesty box help us to take care of the grounds and keep them open 
throughout the year. 
More details at https://www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk  
 
Call for Garden and Grounds Volunteers 
Please join our friendly band of volunteers to help us maintain the garden and grounds. Email us at 
hello@chiddingstonecastle.org.uk and we will be in touch. 
 
Celebrate With Us 
We are thrilled that many families and friends are contacting us to arrange celebrations. The house and 
grounds will be available for your special events throughout the year in line with COVID-19 government 
guidelines. Contact us for a chat at weddings@chiddingstonecastle.org.uk. For a quick view of 
opportunities take a look at our Instagram page @chiddingstonecastlewedding and our Pinterest boards 
www.pinterest.co.uk/chiddingstoneca/boards/. 
 
Find us on Facebook, Instagram, Twitter, TripAdvisor 
Due to COVID-19 we are unable to host our usual popular fairs and public events through the winter, 
but please follow us on Facebook and Instagram in case things change. 
https://www.facebook.com/ChiddingstoneCastle https://www.instagram.com/chidd_castle/ 
 
Note from our Curator, Naomi  
Throughout the winter, we will be working hard to prepare for re-opening in 2021 with new objects on 
display. The Library books will be dusted, the displays updated, and objects which have been in store for 
the last few years brought back out. We are also preparing an exciting program of cultural events for 
the community. Watch this space for Japan-themed activities in celebration of our amazing Japanese art 
collection. Our volunteers will return to work on the grounds, the collections, and to help with our re-
opening. We will be welcoming visitors back to the Castle and Tea Room in the Spring and we are 
looking forward to seeing you all again.  
 

 
Local history | Japanese, Egyptian, Buddhist and Jacobite collections | Tudor origins 

Victorian rooms | 35 acres of woodland, lawns and fishing lake | Take away Tea Room 
 

Year-round availability for weddings, parties, corporate events, groups & school visits. 
We follow COVID-19 government guidelines to respect visitor and staff well-being. 

 

www.chiddingstonecastle.org.uk 
Chiddingstone, Kent TN8 7AD    -    01892 870347    -    hello@chiddingstonecastle.org.uk 
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Blackwoods 
Cheese Company 

will be raising their shutter 
door from 9am – 2pm every 

Saturday from October 
24th – December 12th at 
Bore Place. The doorstop 

pop up will feature a range 
of local cheese, wines from 
England and abroad, beer, 

organic veg, provisions 
and their award winning 
raw milk soft cheeses.

Hever School scarecrow 
competition prize winners

Thanks to Billy Ward for all that 
litter picking.
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Joyce and Dudley Staplehurst would 
like to wish all our readers a very happy 
Christmas and to say thank you for the 
invaluable support they have received 

during the pandemic

 

Sunday 20th December at 6pm 
Hever Castle Golf & Wellbeing 

Car share by individual households 

Come and sing within your cars! 

Music by Cabin Worship 

Decorate your cars and let’s have a festive time 

Covid compliant – mulled wine –  
retiring offering 

Organised by the Hever Residents Association, Three Spires 
Benefice and with grateful thanks to  

Hever Castle Golf & Wellbeing and the team 

Please check as may be subject to change 
due to Covid rules 

 

‘Drive in’ Community 
Carols for  

the Three Spires 
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I remember the first time Daryl spent 
Christmas with me in Romania. We 
were dating for a few months so of 
course he wanted to make a good 
impression. So was armed with 
patience, his incredible charm and 
smiles, but he was not expecting 
what followed.

In Romania we buy the Christmas 
tree as close to Christmas Day 
as possible and we keep it until 
Epiphany when it’s the end of the 
12 days of Christmas and a new 
beginning marked by Jesus’s 
baptism. We decorate the tree only 
on Christmas Eve. Once the cakes 
for Christmas day are in the oven, we 
play and sing carols and bring out 
the boxes with decorations. We use 
the same ones every year and add 
just a few more new ones. 

Santa Claus comes during the night, 
so we open presents in the morning, 
but this time we all went to church 
in the morning and kept the fun of 

sharing presents for when all my 
aunts and uncles joined us. Daryl 
was really keen to talk to everyone, 
so my brother thought to help him 
out. When he asked how to say 
‘nice to meet you’ in Romanian, my 
brother taught him to say ‘you have 
nice legs’, so you can imagine the 
giggles and raised eyebrows they all 
had. 

Christmas lunch was no less 
adventurous. Mum brought in the 
starters and encouraged Daryl to 
have second helpings. When he 
eventually felt that he had eaten 
plenty of the many pork cold starters, 
he asked me if he should leave some 
space for cake. Mum heard and 
said ‘not before the next courses: 
pig legs in gelatine, the sour soup, 
the cabbage rolls, and the steak 
with pickles’.  We all laughed and it 
remains known as the ‘Seven pork 
courses’ Christmas lunch.

Ana Roxburgh

Seven pork courses Christmas lunch
– an Englishman’s view of the Romanian Christmas
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Chartwell, the former home of 
Sir Winston and Lady Clementine 
Churchill and their family, is 
of course a local as well as an 
international attraction and a 
comment from visitors, often heard 
there, is that it is such a homely 
family home. 

That was undoubtedly so when the 
Churchill family lived there and that 
atmosphere clearly remains. It was 
Clementine Churchill who set about 
turning the house into a family home 
and her taste and style can still be 
seen and experienced much as it 
was at the time. 

Of the Churchill children, their 
youngest daughter Mary, spent 
most of her childhood there and it 
must have been a wonderful place 
to grow up both playing as well as 
mixing with the famous people who 
visited Chartwell and a particularly 
magical place at Christmas, as you 
can hopefully see from the following 
anecdotes which come from her and 
others’ memories of Christmas there. 
In winter, when snow permitted such 
as that of 1927/8, outside games 
would provide entertainment such 

as skating on the lakes as well as 
tobogganing down the slopes at the 
rear of the house. The varying slopes 
there were said to provide various 
degrees of challenge to courageous 
riders and there are also stories of 
enough snow then to allow igloos 
and snowmen to be built. 
 
Before Christmas presents would be 
hidden away from the children in a 
cupboard, near the nursery known 
as the’ Genie’s Cupboard’ which was 
definitely out of bounds. The house 
would be decorated in a restrained 
way by the gardeners who would 
bring in bunches of ivy, holly and 
laurel to decorate the rooms and 
also hang a great bunch of mistletoe 
in the hall. A Christmas tree would 
also be brought in and decorated 
often with real candles. Perhaps 
predictably, one year, the tree caught 
light and was very quickly ablaze but 
the situation was saved by the quick 
and cool thinking of one of the party 
who grabbed a fire extinguisher.

At Christmas the children would 
have stockings to open and then it 
was off to church before returning 
for presents before lunch. The 
dining room became the focus of 
Christmas day with a large lunch for 
all those attending, the food often 
supplemented by gifts from generous 
admirers of Sir Winston, particularly 
in early post war years when 
rationing was still in force and food 
otherwise in short supply. After lunch 
there would be conversation around 
the table often with Sir Winston in his 

Christmas at Chartwell



8

element in reciting verse or stories. 
The dining room also made an ideal 
place for the children’s Christmas 
plays with the stage area behind 
the curtains which could be drawn 
across the room. 

Underlying all of the Christmas 
festivities there were often the affairs 
of state, ever present in Sir Winston’s 
mind, with a secretary often on hand 
to take dictation. 

The National Trust always looks to 
decorate the house at Christmas 
in a sympathetic way to represent 
it as the house would have been in 
pre-war years. The house is usually 
open on the three weekends in the 
run up to Christmas but check on the 
National Trust website beforehand if 
you are thinking of visiting.

Being a steward at Chartwell is 
always a pleasurably rewarding and 
social experience and perhaps more 
so at Christmas as families with 
children visit to experience the house 
decorated as it would have been in 
period. Volunteering opportunities 
need not necessarily involve 
being at Chartwell though, which 
is something to consider under 
current restrictions, for example the 
Collections Research Team is able to 
work remotely. If you are interested 
in volunteering opportunities at 
Chartwell then take a look at the 
National Trust website or email 
chartwell@nationaltrust.org.uk and 
someone will be able to help.

David Booker

A 1950’s Childhood Remembered

I grew up on a farm in County 
Armagh… Ireland’s ‘apple county’ 
where my father grew apples and 
bred pigs. Our farmhouse was 
very old. My father was the fourth 
generation of the family to live there. 
No central heating in those days but 
fireplaces in every room including 
the bedrooms. Layering was the 
key to keeping warm! We burnt 
peat in the fires and that smell was 
quite wonderful. My mother always 
seemed to be cooking and she 
baked all her own bread. Everything 
was delivered to the door and you 
got to know which days it would 
be the baker, butcher, groceries or 
fishmonger. We even had lemonade 
delivered!

Every now and then my mummy 
would disappear for a while and I 
would be sent to an aunt’s house. 
When I got home there would be a 
Moses basket lined in either pink 
or blue and a new brother or sister 
for me….I don’t ever remember her 
looking pregnant! I was the eldest 
of seven children. Life was always 
spent outdoors. Picking wild flowers, 
making dens, camping, just coming 
inside to eat and then off again. 
Our bicycles had belonged to my 
aunties who’d grown up on the farm 
and were quite challenging to learn 
on but that was my only means of 
transport to either the local shop, 
choir practice, Girl Guides, or The 
Girls Friendly Society …far too big 
but I managed.

Amber Dane
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School was a small country primary 
school with just two teachers but a 
very happy place. I have an abiding 
memory of having to drink school 
milk that had gone off slightly in the 
warm weather…no fridge in those 
days and I still hate milk! The picture 
is of me (bottom right) in the school 
shop.

Sundays were always the same. 
Church, lunch, Sunday School, 
afternoon tea then evening service. 
Our family pew was right at the front 
by the pulpit so you had to behave! I 
absolutely loved Sunday School and 
my teacher Miss Florence Martin. 
She was a wonderful Christian 
human being, she ran the Mothers 
Union and sang in the choir and I 

often wonder how she managed to 
do everything at home as well as 
being involved in our church. I kept in 
touch with her until she died.

Christmas time was magical in our 
home as I truly believed in Father 
Christmas and can remember vividly 
the doll’s crib I had seen in a store 
with mummy appearing on Christmas 
morning and I can also remember 
the shock of discovering in an old 
tea chest the very things I had asked 
Santa for….my two older cousins 
had been right about him not existing 
after all! Another year I had dolls 
clothes knitted by an aunt on her 
newly acquired knitting machine. 
Stockings with tangerines in paper 
and shiny chocolate coins were 
also a treat to look forward to. My 
mother was always up at the crack 
of dawn to get the turkey in the oven. 
As a farmer Christmas day was no 
different to any other for daddy but, 
my goodness, he loved it and all its 
traditions and between them they 
made it special for all of us.
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Tradition dictates that this final 
edition of the year reflects on the 
year passed. An initial assessment 
suggests such an exercise would 
produce a bleak picture. But one 
need not dig very deep to see that 
despite very real hardship being 
experienced by many, 2020 has been 
a year in which things for which we 
can be grateful have taken place.

Pronto Bistro, the new café at Four 
Elms Filling Station, and Queens 
Arms Kitchen launched. The Henry 
was supplying takeaway and 
provisions seemingly within seconds 
of lockdown. Barely six months into 
trading, Falconhurst Farm Shop 
became an indispensable source of 
daily staples and tasty treats alike.

Hever Camping seemed to thrive. 
And Hever Castle Swimming was 
born, swiftly earning national 
plaudits.

Whether long in the planning or the 
product of necessity, they are all 
worthy of celebration.

Adapting to circumstances to meet 
demand is the purpose of business, 
you might say. You’d be right. 
However behind each are local 
people rising to the challenge and 
enriching our community.

That same commitment has 
been shown by countless others. 
Lockdown saw volunteers burst forth 
like an artesian well, serving friends 
and neighbours in our villages. Simon 

joined as Priest in Charge to look 
after our spiritual needs. And Hever 
Residents’ Association’s Scarecrow 
Competition once again brought little 
moments of joy to us all.

Finally, it would be wrong to fail 
to remark on that most English of 
topics: the weather! In this we were 
incredibly lucky too, basking in a 
glorious spring and sunny summer. 
Free from the confines of the office 
or other pursuits which remove us 
from our home turf, even the most 
overgrown footpaths became well-
trodden having been discovered and 
enjoyed.

This year has not been the year for 
which any of us hoped. For some, 
I know, this period will not have 
afforded the opportunities enjoyed 
by others, with my remarks above 
proving unrecognisable. Yet to you 
and all readers alike, I hope very 
much you have at least experienced 
the warmth, generosity and kindness 
which adversity more often than not 
nurtures in people. That is something 
no virus, no natural or man-made 
disaster can remove. And it is both 
at the heart of the Christmas season 
and, it seems to me, the firmest of 
foundations for the year ahead.

Matthew Dickins
District Councillor for Cowden & Hever

 Sevenoaks District Council, 
Argyle Road, Sevenoaks, Kent, TN13 1HG

 cllr.dickins@sevenoaks.gov.uk
 07910 328 110

Instagram: mycornerofkent

district council news
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Hever Parish Council 
by Charlotte Cole, parish clerk

Our next meeting is planned to be on 
zoom 26th November - 7pm planning 
and 7.30pm full council meeting. Please 
see noticeboards or website / Facebook 
for link details and full Agenda nearer 
the date. Members of the public are 
always most welcome to attend. 
Any queries please contact the Clerk 
clerk@hever.org 
COVID
Hever Parish Council, working with 
Sevenoaks District Council, continue 
to offer a service for those who may 
be shielding to assist with urgent food 
or medicine supplies. Please contact 
clerk@hever.org or SDC (who can offer 
further services) through their website or 
by calling 01732 227000.

LOCAL NEWS
Hever parish field is having a new 
pedestrian (buggy / dog friendly) gate 
installed at the gap near the school 
entrance.

The dog waste bin near by was knocked 
over and will be relocated inside the 
parish field to increase its visibility to 
dog walkers. All the dog waste bins in 
the parish are emptied weekly by SDC, 
a service the parish council pays for.

Four Elms recreation ground (behind 
the primary school) – we are looking at 
some eco-friendly matting options to 
path the route from the gate to the rear 
of the school – to make it more pleasant 
for those walking to the playground or 
accessing the rear of the school (as part 
of the covid procedures for pedestrian 
flow).

TREES
Kent County Council manages both 
the publicly maintainable highway and 
the recorded public rights of way and 
access land within the county. Most 
trees in rural areas are the responsibility 
of private landowners. If a private 
tree is causing a risk to pedestrians 
or road users, we ask that the owner 
take appropriate action to mitigate this 
risk. Landowners and managers have 
a duty of care to manage trees under 
their responsibility. Therefore, if you are 
responsible for trees it is important to 
have a management plan in place and 
to have your trees regularly inspected 
by a competent person. 

SOUTHEAST WATER
With the arrival of chillier weather, South 
East Water is asking customers to carry 
out a winter MOT on their homes and 
those of elderly family, friends, and 
neighbours to avoid burst water pipes 
this winter. 
Pipes burst when exposed to extreme 
cold such as in attics and outside 
buildings. Garden taps also need 
protecting against the cold. The 
company is also highlighting its Priority 
Services Register and special tariffs to 
help vulnerable customers and those 
in financial difficulties. Please call 0800 
952 4000. 

For the winter kit, additional advice, 
and a video on how to protect water 
pipes go to southeastwater.co.uk/
winter or call 0333 000 2468. The name 
of a qualified plumber can be found at 
watersafe.org.uk or by calling call 0333 
207 9030. 
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schooltime

news from Four Elms
Our new Reception pupils have 
got off to a flying start! Their first 
experience “That’s not my dinosaur!” 
was a huge hit. Upon arriving at 
school, they were greeted by Dave 
the dinosaur who told them about 

their challenge for the term. They 
experimented with a range of 
materials to create their own version 
of the book ‘That’s not my dinosaur!’. 
The children have become such 
experts in dinosaurs they could work 
in a museum. They even learnt how 
to brush dinosaur teeth!

Remembrance Day
We were fortunate to be still able to 
celebrate Armistice Day this year 
despite a second national lockdown. 
The service was broadcast from the 
churchyard live over Zoom. Class 4 
have been learning about World War 
One inspired by the text ‘Stay Where 

You Are Then Leave’ by John Boyne. 
The moving service was led by Class 
4 during which the pupils spoke 
about those who gave their lives for 
our country and read out the names 
of the 29 men of Four Elms who lost 
their lives between 1914 and 1919.

To support Children in Need, pupils 
were invited to wear blue clothes in 
exchange for a donation to Children 
in Need. During the day, there was 
a live duck (of the bath time variety) 
race to raise money for the charity. 
The children were able to choose 
a duck from the list and watch it 
race against other ducks. In a tense 
race, Quackman & Bobbin’ emerged 
victorious, narrowly beating Quack & 
Cheese! Some of the local projects 
supported by Children in Need are: 
Fegans Child and Family Care, Bore 
Place and West Kent Extra Limited.

It’s beginning to look a lot like 
Christmas
Despite it being November, 
Classes 3 and 4 held a Christmas 
Party to kick off their latest Maths 
experience. They had party food, 
listened to Christmas songs and 
were encouraged to wear their 
Christmas jumpers. The party taught 
the children how to do complicated 
division by sharing out the party food 
between them, which they were then 
allowed to eat! During December, the 
children will be organising donations 
for the Edenbridge Food Bank as 
part of their learning experiences.

Nicole Holt
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news from Hever
We have had a busy few weeks at 
Hever School. Most excitingly we 
have launched a new website with a 
stunning school video. A big thank 
you to Mr David Barden (a father of 
two children at the school) who put 
this together for us. Please take a 
look at www.hever.kent.sch.uk

Hever School joined the rest of the 
country in holding a two minute 
silence at 11am on Remembrance 
Day. We held a special socially 
distanced Remembrance Service 
around the Hever War Memorial. 
This encouraged pupils to think 
about the sacrifices made by people 
in the armed forces. Our students 
have been wearing and making 
poppies throughout November 

to commemorate Remembrance 
Day. The red poppy is a sign of 
remembrance and a symbol of hope 
for a peaceful future.

Thank you to our Head Boy and 
Head Girl and our leading lights who 
read during the service. Reverend  
Simon Braid led the service 
beautifully and was so impressed 
with our Hever students as they 
focused and showed reverence.

 

We also took part in Children in Need 
and excitedly followed the Duck 
Race. Well done to the winners who 
chose Quackman & Bobbin as their 
duck! We raised over £430!

Joanna Stratton
Headteacher
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 to add your company email the Editors. 
Just £25 per annum

Agricultural Engineers
Leppards  plant and machinery hire and more  01342 850888
Art
The Topfoto Gallery  photo gallery, family albums, framing  01732 863 939
Bookkeeping
David James  accountancy services  01892 871 139
Southworth & Co  accounting services and software  01732 700 670
Building & Design Services
Albourne roofing  slating, tiling, flat roofing, repairs  01732 700 353
Causeway Joinery bespoke joinery for the public and trade 01342 850170
Clare Elizabeth  painting and decorating  0777 5328781
G Moss  joiner & builder  07778 440 644
Jem Pickard  painting and decorating 07850 371558 or 01732 863062
M & M Walker  painting & decorating, plumbing, heating  07774 218 684
Richard A Maslen   Fine furniture and bespoke joinery         07930 341 415
TN16 Handyman   property maintenance, home repairs, 
    painting, gardening             074754 38788
W Smithers & Sons  listed building, conversions, extensions, 01342 850 559
Cleaning
Housecleans  cleaning, ironing  01959 532 223
Rockport Cleaning  d ry carpet & upholstery cleaners  01732 387 046
Commercial Property
Hever Business Centre Office Suites - Karrison Property  01959 563800 
Hever Castle Golf club - modern office space to let  01732 701006
Dog grooming and walking
Amy’s Top Dog Grooming - dog grooming - Amy   0792 3351299
Yappy Days  dog walking and pet sitting – Katie  07768 614577
Wash n blow, dogs to go – dog grooming - Chris:  01892 740170/07736 484184
Education
Markbeech Nursery  for children 2-5 years  01342 850403
Chiddingstone Nursery
School  for children 2-5 years  01892 871315
Equestrian  
Four Elms Farm Livery   07771 634995
Fitness 
Toni’s Pilates  Personal training, pilates classes  01892 711 197
Hever Castle Golf Club  golf course  01732 701017 
Chiddingstones’ Tennis Club  0776 964 2590 
Falconhurst Cricket Club  cricket and training sessions  07771 892762
Pilates by Lorna at Four Elms and Ide Hill village halls  07747 628993

business directory
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Funeral Services
Alex Jones  funeral directors & monumental masons 01732 860047
Gardening and landscaping
APF Trees,  tree surgery and garden maintenance     07786 884924
Hever Landscapes  for all your garden projects  01892 740133
French’s Fencing  gates, automation, fencing 
 supply & fitting  0779 5551436
R. Bennett  hedges, fencing, grass cutting  01732 862971
Sam Thompson tree care, felling, hedge cutting, logs  07747 345815
Health
Emma Darthuy 
Chartered physiotherapist home physio visit, pilates classes  07771 925346
Hever Castle Health and Wellbeing Centre, classes and treatments  01732 651359
Paul Marro  Cognitive Hypnotherapy 
 www.htheraphy.co.uk 01732 808211
Step by Step  foot health practice  07786 038149
Hairdressing
Lorna Galbraith  hairdressing in your own home  07989 587931
Rosemary’s hairdressing in the comfort of your own home  07813 400393
Home services
Andy Sayers  electrical services  
 maintenance and repairs  07836 256146
Daren Wood                      Chimney sweep, pots and cowls fitted  01959 564263
Pegrum  fuels, boilers, plumbing,
 solar panels, water/oil tanks 01732 463256
Sure Kill  pest control services  01732 863206
IT
IT Wizard  Computer problems   01732 361234
MR Computing computer repairs in your home, no call out charge  01732 590077
Local Produce
Allman Butchers  meat & groceries  01732 863214
     or 700288
Travel, Taxis and bike hire
Country Hire and Go,  electric bike hire and local taxi service     07723054863
Stuart Rieman  luxury passenger car service  01883 715 037
Relyon Cars  local taxi company  01732 863 800
Travel Counsellors  tailor-made travel, leisure & business 
      olivia.wells@travelcounsellors.com 
Venue Hire and Weddings
Chiddingstone Castle  01892 870347 
Falconhurst Weddings  01342 850526
Markbeech Village Hall      01342 850328
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news from the pews

Four Elms
There was a hint of gloom as the 
daylight became shorter and then 
we are back into lockdown. But after 
November comes December and 
the Christmas season. Whatever the 
restrictions let us look forward to this 
wonderful joyful Christian festival.
 
Although the services inside St. Paul’s 
have been curtailed, we were able to 
have a very moving All Souls service 
at the end of October and outside we 
were able to have our usual short Act 
of Remembrance service. This is an 
important tradition for our village and it 
was good we were still able to lay our 
poppy wreath and read out the names 
of those who lost their lives in the World 
Wars.  

An outdoor Crib Service will be held 
in the Churchyard garden of St. Paul’s 
on Sunday 20th December at 3pm. 
There will be a nativity scene and 
the churchyard will be lit with lantern 
candles. Please wear Christmas hats 
and make this a festive afternoon. If 
you don’t come to the Crib Service 
maybe welcome Christmas with bells 
and music outside your doors, safely 
in your bubble. As many are separated 
from their loved ones and friends please 
hang on our Christmas tree a message 
of hope and love to all who are lonely or 
sad at this special time. 

The PCC of St. Paul’s wish everyone 
a very safe, peaceful and happy 

Christmas. Oh yes, and after 21st 
December the daylight gradually 
becomes longer.  

Christina Hodson
Churchwarden

Hever
The Hever Annual Parochial Church 
council Meeting was held on October 
14th, just too late to put news from it 
into last month’s magazine. Instead I 
said farewell as churchwarden ahead 
of that meeting. The great news is that 
Mandy Yarnold stepped up into the 
role as our new churchwarden. Mandy 
as many of you will know has been 
for some years a stalwart of our PCC 
acting as treasurer, then secretary and 
now this! We are delighted and in a 
sign of the times, Mandy was admitted 
into office at the following Sunday 
Communion by Rev. Simon as there are 
no Archdeacons’ visitations currently. 
It is a difficult time to pick up the reins 
with everything constantly changing 
but hopefully when lockdown eases, 
services will resume and we will get 
back to some kind of normal. 

With the warm weather that we have 
experienced last month, the decorators 
have finished the exterior of the Church. 
I hope you agree that it all looks very 
smart and we are looking into the 
possibility of redecorating the interior 
also. This will be a big job as the interior 
walls of the Church are very high and so 
will require scaffolding to be put up to 
reach the top in safety. This is another 
initiative from the Friends of St Peter’s 
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who have been so generous in their 
support to refurbish the church building.

We have planned over the past few 
months to have a large outdoor 
Nativity in front of the Church which 
hopefully you will already have spotted! 
Thanks are due to Tony Yates for the 
construction and to Claire Longley for 
her artistic talents with the animals and 
backdrop. May it bring some warmth 
and blessing to this Advent season.

Finally - and I do promise finally! I would 
like to say thankyou to everyone for 
the very generous leaving gift. Most 
unexpected and I was very touched by it. 

I wish you all a very Happy and healthy 
Christmas.

Jane Rosam (on behalf of)
Mandy Yarnold

Churchwarden
Markbeech 
There were good moments and 
less good moments last month 
in Markbeech. Sadly, our magical 
‘Winter Fair’ had to be abandoned. 
With so many good ideas, rather than 
cancel forever, we have deferred until 
February when we will amaze you with 
a ‘Valentine Fair’ – never seen before 
in Markbeech – to be held on Saturday 
13th February. Watch this space!  

Simon Braid led a very special small 
Act of Remembrance held on the village 
triangle on Remembrance Day when 
a few people gathered in a socially 
distanced way to remember the six 

young men from our community who 
gave up their lives in the First World 
War. We cannot begin to imagine how 
we might cope with that happening 
today and brings the pandemic we are 
suffering into perspective. 

We now enter the season of Advent, 
although there has been so much talk 
of Christmas and whether we will have 
‘Christmas’, that Lockdown November 
has felt very much like that season of 
waiting and watching to me. Of course 
Christmas will happen – it is just that 
the way we celebrate might be different. 
The Benefice Choir managed to meet 
just before lockdown to record some 
favourite carols, a beautiful solo of 
Once in Royal sung by Isobel Cheshire, 
Kings solos by Crispin Southgate and 
George Talbot and the delightful page in 
Good King Wenceslas by Ivy Wilkinson. 
Readers from around the Benefice will 
don their smartest Christmas attire and 
Nine Lessons and Carols WILL happen, 
thanks to Marielou’s brilliant skills. There 
is also a Nativity play featuring children 
around the Benefice being put together 
by Gemma Wilkinson which we hope 
to put on in Holy Trinity Church on 19th 
December so look out for publicity 
about this. We WILL have a service on 
Christmas Day at 9.15 when we hope to 
see you all with your favourite stocking 
gift. 

Happy Christmas!
Nicki Talbot

Churchwarden
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Date & time Service details Readings Sunday

6 December
10am

Holy Communion at  
St Paul’s Four Elms

2 Peter 3:8-15a
Mark 1:1-8

Advent 2

13 December
10am

Holy Communion at Holy 
Trinity Markbeech

1 Thessalonians 5:16-24
John 1:6-8; 19-28

Advent 3

13 December
3pm

Forest Christingle in 
St.Peter’s Hever church 
yard

Advent 3

20 December
10am

Holy Communion at 
St.Peter’s Hever

Romans 6:25-27
Luke 1:26-38

Advent 4

20 December
3pm

Crib and Christmas Tree 
service at St.Paul’s Four 
Elms

Advent 4

20 December
6pm

Drive-in community carols 
at Hever Golf Club

Advent 4

24 December
5pm

Crib service at St.Peter’s 
Hever

Christmas Eve

24 December
11.30pm

Midnight Communion at St 
Peter’s Hever

Titus 2:11-14
Luke 2:1-20

Christmas Eve

25 December
9.15am

Family Communion at Holy 
Trinity Markbeech

Hebrews 1:1-12
John 1:1-14

Christmas Day

25 December
10.30am

Family Communion at 
St.Paul’s Four Elms

Hebrews 1:1-12
John 1:1-14

Christmas Day

27 December
10am

Holy Communion at 
St.Paul’s Four Elms

1 John 1
John 21:19b-25

Christmas 1

Ready by
20 December

Recorded Nine Lessons 
and carols from Holy Trinity 
Markbeech

Ready by
20 December

Recorded Nativity Play at 
Holy Trinity Markbeech

We have postponed our 
Christingle to 13th December 
which will now be held outside 
with sparklers – do come suitably 
dressed! Christingle materials 
will be provided and we will be 
taking an offering for the work 
of the Children’s Society. The 
Crib service at Four Elms will be 
outside and other services may 
also be held outdoors.
We are very excited about the 
Drive-in community carols on 
20th December and see the 
separate publicity about this.
We are not ticketing services over 

Christmas so all are welcome but 
be ready to sit socially distanced, 
wear a mask and note that we will 
probably still not be able to sing.
Please contact any of us if you 
would like prayer or to talk to 
someone during this time or any 
other help.
Priest-in-charge  
Revd.Simon Braid 
01892 871453 and simonbraid@
icloud.com
Wardens  
Hever
Mandy Yarnold 
01342 850028  

Four Elms
Christina Hodson
01732 700247
Richard Bennett 
01732 862971
Markbeech
Nicki Talbot 
01342 850526
Marielou Linklater 
01342 850579
Administrator
Ana Roxburgh beneficeemail@
gmail.com
Prayer hotline  
Elly Heard 01732 865564 
or Revd.Simon Braid (above)

We are determined that Christmas will not be 
cancelled! But please follow us for updates in 
this changing situation via https://threespires.
wordpress.com/  or https://www.facebook.com/

threespiresbenefice or contact us directly. Services 
will continue to be recorded and livestreamed on 
FaceBook but may be subject to change due to 
Coronavirus restrictions.

Church in December
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our rector’s thoughts

This month Jane Rosam is writing 
her final contribution to news 
from the pews as she has recently 
stood down as St.Peter’s Hever 
churchwarden to pursue her 
theological studies for ‘licensed lay 
ministry’. I am extremely grateful to 
Jane for her consistent, faithful and 
tireless service as churchwarden 
over the past six years and for her 
support and welcome when I first 
arrived on the scene last year. I am 
particularly grateful for her wisdom 
and collaborative approach as I and 
the wardens have worked to ensure 
we continue to ‘do church’ during 
the various lockdowns and Covid 
restrictions. Thank you Jane!

As I write this we’re all wondering 
what Christmas is going to be like. 
It will certainly be different and as 
the church in the Three Spires, 
we’re determined Christmas is not 
going to be cancelled! But do check 
as services may be subject to last 
minute change. For some it may be 
uniquely difficult if separated from 
family and friends, suffering illness 
or financial shock and I know we’ll 
all keep a look out for any in special 
need. Do let me know if I or the 
church can do anything.

One thing that won’t change will 
be the watching of films on the TV. 
Perhaps we’ll have some of the 
Narnia films based on the books 
by CS Lewis. I read the books 
as a child, but didn’t realise they 
contained such a strong allegory with 
Aslan being the Christ figure. Lewis 
held academic posts at both Oxford 

and Cambridge and, as well as 
creating Narnia, he wrote on poetry, 
medieval literature, science fiction 
and Christian theology. He was not 
always a Christian and experienced 
a conversion in 1929 recorded in 
Surprised by Joy.

One of the first Christian books I 
read, shortly after my own conversion 
as a teenager, was Mere Christianity, 
adapted from a series of Radio 
broadcasts given by Lewis. In the 
book, Lewis says of Jesus: God has 
landed in disguise on this enemy 
occupied world in human form. He 
was talking about Christmas and the 
‘incarnation’. God himself, in Jesus, 
became a human being and lived 
among us. He was and is Emmanuel, 
a Hebrew word which means ‘God 
with us’. 

Lewis made the obvious point 
that Christianity, if false, is of no 
importance, and if true, of infinite 
importance. The only thing it cannot 
be is moderately important. Worth 
bearing in mind as we hear the 
age old story again this Christmas. 
Perhaps we’ll have more time this 
year to reflect on what it means. 
What could be more important than 
that?

I wish you all a very joyful and 
peaceful Christmas.

God bless you all
Simon
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It’s not all about landscaping
You would be forgiven if you thought 
that Willerby Landscapes, which is 
based in Four Elms, and one of the 
UKs leading commercial hard and 
soft landscapers was just about 
installing landscapes such as the 
Queen Elizabeth Olympic Park and 
Europe’s highest public park the 
Sky Garden on the 32nd floor of 20 
Fenchurch St London, to name a few. 

What is not largely known is in 
addition to installing prestigious 
landscapes and roof gardens, behind 
the scenes Willerby Landscapes is a 
UK leader in technical developments 
to support its business. By the nature 
of its business, the landscaping 
industry has lagged behind many 
other industries in the use of 
technology and more recently this 
has proved to be the case where the 
number of roof garden installation 
in London has increased along with 
Health & Safety concerns for the 
operatives and public when lifting 
materials high onto the roofs of 
commercial and residential buildings.

When Willerby won the tender to 
install the 300m roof garden on 
Google’s new UK headquarters, 
it had been working on a fresh 
approach to lifting items on to the 
rooftop. “One of the ways the tender 
was adjudicated was on innovation,” 
says Matt Ainscow, Operation 
Director for Willerby. “Google isn’t 
just interested in best price but also 
in best quality. It wants to see people 
build things in new ways. So, we 

developed a new lifting system to 
get the soils and materials up to the 
roof which involved developing a 
smartphone App for the operatives 
to use to check the safety of the 
bespoke lifting bag which lifts the 
materials. On scanning the specific 
barcode for the bag, the App will 
inform the user the current status of 
the bag. It will state that the bag was 
OK or Rejected at its last scan during 
the journey of the bag to the location.

The key factor is that the named App, 
Willerby BagChecker, is real-time 
process for both front-end operative 
users scanning a barcode and 
backend administrative and Health 
& Safety management user. Having 
an environmental advantage, the 
developed lifting bags are reusable. 
This presents a need to ensure 
that the bags are commissionable 
at every lift and comply to LOLER 
regulations for Health & Safety lifting 
operations. Consideration has also 
been given on the situation and 
operative management for checking 
the condition of the bags, before, 
during and after the lift. 

So clearly for Willerby Landscapes 
there is more to just installing 
beautiful landscapes, there are 
opportunities to improve safety and 
to meeting client expectations by 
innovative thinking and the use of 
technology to meet these aims.

David Witham
Communications Manager

landscape gardening



The Link Team

Bridget Harris, Joanna Wade, Paul Houlton 
email: thelink@hever.org

Telephone 01732 700986 (Bridget) Mobile 07958 919 631 (Joanna) 
Address 1 Triangle Cottage, Hever Road, Hever TN8 7NL  

Benefice website threespires.wordpress.com Community website www.hever.org

The views expressed in the articles in this magazine are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily represent those of the editorial team. There is no implied approval or 

recommendation for any service or event advertised in the magazine. 

Copy for the January edition should reach us no later than 14 December 2020
Subscriptions cost £5 pa if delivered by a volunteer. For payment either: a) Send a cheque 

payable to ‘The Link’ with your address to 1 Triangle Cottage, Hever Road, Hever TN8 7NL or b) 
Make a bank transfer or set up a standing order payment to ‘The Link’ at Lloyds a/c 01057697 

sort 30-92-92 with postcode and surname as reference.

A copy of The Link can be viewed in The Link section of the community website www.hever.org
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Hall Bookings
Four Elms:
Village Hall 
 − Kevin Haydon 07787 394 806
Parish Rooms 
– John Southworth 01732 700670
Hever 
− Mrs Ryan 01732 864168
Markbeech 
− Mrs Paige 01342 850328

Councils
Kent County Councillor
Peter Lake 07740 701695
Sevenoaks District:
Matthew Dickins 07910 328110
Hever Parish:
Charlotte Cole 01342 322123 
clerk@hever.org



Telephone: 07778 440644
Email:  g.m055@icloud.com

www.gmjoinery.com

Established 
Since 1981

JOINERS & BUILDERS LTD
LOFT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS

TIMBER FRAME BUILDINGS & BESPOKE JOINERY

HOUSECLEANS 
 

Weekly, monthly or just when you need a bit of extra help, 
We will clean your house to the highest standard, do your ironing 

and make up your beds. 
Only the best quality products used – Eco friendly products available. 

 
Moving house?  

We can clean before you move in or after you move out. 
 

For more details call 
01959 549 480 
07706 868 772 

 
ENJOY LIFE – LEAVE THE CLEANING TO US! 

(And we’re happy to walk the dog and feed the cat too) 

01959 532 223
07706 868 772

Step by Step provides a highly professional foot care service,
which is fully mobile, attending to all your foot care needs

within the comfort of your own home.

Member of British Association of Foot Health Professionals

For an appointment or more information telephone:
07786 038149 – Michelle Hogan MCFHP

 B/W version for CN publication

Colour version for website

Foot Health Practice

Original version received

Step by Step provides a highly professional foot care service,
which is fully mobile, attending to all your foot care needs

within the comfort of your own home.

Member of British Association of Foot Health Professionals

For an appointment or more information telephone:
07786 038149 – Michelle Hogan MCFHP

Foot Health Practice
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Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, 
kitchens and bathrooms, electrical, roofing, 

maintenance and repairs and decorating.  
Covering all  types of building work.

 
OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ 

TEL 01342 850559    FAX 01342 850981    EMAIL COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK  
     WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK  

Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, kitchens and  
bathrooms, electrical, roofing, maintenance and repairs and decorating.  Covering all 

 types of building work. 
 

OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ
TEL 01342 850559       FAX 01342 850981 

EMAIL COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK
WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK

W. SMITHERS & SONS
EST. 1955

ALBOURNE ROOFING

Slating / Tiling / Flat Roofing

All Maintenance & Repairs 
& Property Renovations

For Free Estimates & Advice from 
City and Guilds Qualified Tradesmen

T: 01732 700 353
M: 07767 893 772

● Domestic ● Commercial ● Industrial
Roofing Contractors

    

2420-Golf-Christmas-128x95mm-AW2.indd   12420-Golf-Christmas-128x95mm-AW2.indd   1 10/11/2020   17:3110/11/2020   17:31



www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

● UK Designed and Built, Retro Style  
● Super comfort for Touring and Exploring
● Pedal Assist, Motorised Speeds up to 15.5 mph 
● Up to 40 miles on one Charge 
● Half | full |2 or 3 Day Hire 
● Safety and Security Equipment and Maps
● Route planning (charger on request)
● Gift Vouchers for Experience Days
● E-Bike sales

PRIVATE HIRE | ELECTRIC BIKE HIRE/SALES

Country Hire and GoCountry Hire and Go

countryhireandgo@outlook.com 
www.countryhireandgo.comCall: 07723 054863 

UNIQUE FAT TYRE E-BIKE DELIVERED & 
COLLECTED TO YOUR LOCATION

NO JOURNEY TOO SHORT OR RURAL 
FOR OUR LOCAL CARS  

   AIRPORTS | EVENTS | SCHOOL | APPOINTMENTS | 
   SHOPPING| NIGHTS OUT | ALL DAY EXCURSIONS

● Female Drivers, Safe and Professional 
● Personalised Travel
● Luxury 4 Passenger Vehicles, Pet Friendly 
● No Late/Early Rates, 24/7 Service 

(*subject to availability)



Felling - Reductions - Thinning - Stump Grinding
Hedge Cutting - Seasoned Logs

Telephone:01342 850265 / 07747 345815
Email: samthompsontreecare@gmail.com

Sam Thompson
Tree Care



Markbeech village hall

To book please contact Mrs Paige at mbvh1924@gmail.com 
or on 01342 850328 •www.markbeechvillagehall.org.uk

Ideal for weddings and garden parties
• A beautiful rural setting

• Large and secure garden

•Capacity to seat up to 110 guests

• Fully functioning kitchen

•Great transport links

• Reasonable rates

T. Allman
Butchers Limited
High Class Family Butcher

49 High Street, Edenbridge  
Tel: 01732 863214

Home-killed meat
Free local delivery

YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER



Please call (01892) 871139
Email: david.james@dajames.com

Accountancy Service
Local, Professional and Friendly

Accounts
Payroll/PAYE

Self Assessment tax returns
VAT

Book-keeping
Accounting/Consultancy advice
No matter how big or small, with over 
20 years' experience, I can provide you 

with a local service tailored to your needs.

David James
9 Dukes Meadow

Chiddingstone Causeway
Tonbridge,  TN11 8LW

Hever Castle Golf and Wellbeing
01732 651 359

www.heverhealth.com 
info@heverhealth.com

Treatments include:
Physiotherapy

Osteopathy
Massage (Sports, Pregnancy, Hot Stone

and Bamboo)
Reflexology
Nutrition
Facials 

 
Studio Classes:

Yoga, Paracise™, Pilates, Pulseroll and
Legs, Bums and Tums  

Open to all, no membership necessary. 



 

Unit 12, Gaza Trading Estate, Hildenborough, Kent TN11 8PL 

01732 463256 

SALES SERVICING 

AGA REFURBISHMENT 

RANGE COOKERS BOILERS 

WOOD STOVES SOLAR PANELS 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING 

GROUND & AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS HOT WATER CYLINDERS 

PLUMBING 

WATER TANKS OIL TANKS 

office@pegrum.net 

GAS LPG OIL SOLID FUEL 

 

 

FALCONHURST CRICKET CLUB, MARKBEECH 
www.falconhurstcc.co.uk 

The Club was founded in 1854 and cricket has been played here ever since. If 
you are looking for a friendly cricket club to play for – all ages and abilities 
welcomed – please contact Club Captain Rob McAllister:  

07884 483855 or email: captain@falconhurstcc.co.uk. 

There are also training sessions and matches for under-11 cricketers, please 
contact Youth Coach Brian Adcock to register an interest:  

brian.adcock@matrix.gb.com 

Accountancy Service 
Local, Professional and Friendly 

Accounts 
Payroll/PAYE 

Self Assessment tax returns 

VAT 
Book keeping 

Accounting/Consultancy advice 

No matter how big or small, with over 20 years’ experience, I can 
provide you with a local service tailored to your needs. 

Please call 01892 871139 or 07926 379522 
Email: david.james@dajames.com 

David James 
9 Dukes Meadow, Chiddingstone Causeway, 

Tonbridge, TN11 8LW 

 

 Domestic    Commercial    Industrial 

 
Slating/ Tiling/ Flat Roofing 

All Maintenance & Repairs & Property 
Renovations

For Free Estimates & Advice from City and Guilds Qualified Tradesmen 

T: 01732 700353 
M: 07767 893 772 

The Club was founded in 1854 and cricket has been played here ever since. 
If you are looking for a friendly cricket club to play for – all ages and abilities
welcomed – please contact Club Secretary Tom Churton:

07734 311 716 or churtont@gmail.com

Lorna Galbraith Hairdressing
All aspects of hairdressing carried out in the comfort of your own home.

L’Oreal and Vidal Sassoon trained, with over 27 years' experience.
07989 587 931             01732 700 397



HHEEVVEERR  LLAANNDDSSCCAAPPEESS  llttdd  
We offer year-round garden 
management, regular maintenance or a 
one-off garden tidy/clearance. Grass 
cutting, lawn care, hedge-cutting, leaf 
clearing and jet-washing patios. 
Construction of vegetable patches, 
chicken runs, compost bins.  
Commercial contracts. 

We also offer complete landscaping 
projects, such as patios, retaining 
walls, all types of fencing, planting 

schemes, re-seeding and turfing, 
water features, wooden garden 

structures, tree surgery, hedge laying  
and woodland clearance. 

pplleeaassee  pphhoonnee  KKaarrll  oonn 
01892 870520 or 07909 916909 

Est. 1997                   www.heverlandscapes.co.uk 

  
  

01892 740133 or 07909 916909

TEL: 01342 850888

THE ONE STOP SHOP FOR GARDENS, ESTATES, 
SMALLHOLDINGS, EQUESTRIAN, GOLF COURSES & MORE

WILDERNESS FARM

MARK BEECH

EDENBRIDGE

KENT TN8 7LP

LEPPARDS

SALES,SERVICE & PARTS
BEING ONLY AN EMAIL/PHONE CALL AWAY

WE ARE WILLING TO ADVISE, SOURCE 
& HELP

info@leppards.com www.leppards.com

☎
EDENBRIDGE 862971

R. BENNETT
HEDGE LAYING

FENCING
MOBILE SAW BENCH
HEDGE TRIMMING

GRASS CUTTING
ROTAVATING

CONSERVATION WORK
UNDERTAKEN



E-mail: causewayjoinery.aol.com
www.causewayjoinery.co.uk

Tel: 01342 850170

Manufacturers of bespoke joinery to the trade and public
for over 35 years

Windows
Doors
Entrance Screens
Staircases
Kitchens

Bi-Folding Door Sets
Stable Doors

Pairs of Doors
Home Media Units
Orangery Joinery

Wine Stores
Bedroom units/

Dressing Rooms
Free Standing or
Built in furniture

MRS S F CARROLL 
M.Ch.S

REGISTERED 
CHIROPODIST/

PODIATRIST 

VISITING PRACTICE 

CHIDDINGSTONE 
HOATH 

Tel: (01342) 850426 

RATS! MICE! COCKROACHES! 
MOLES! SQUIRRELS! 

SURE KILL 

 

Marlpit Hill, Edenbridge, TN8 6JG 
Tel: 01732 863206 

Mobile: 07831 300947 

WASPS! FLEAS! MOTHS! ANTS! 

PEST CONTROL  
 SERVICE 

       Member of NPTA 

CHARTWELL  
the family home of Sir Winston 

Churchill, near Westerham

QUEBEC HOUSE 
Westerham, a charming village 

house, the childhood home 
of General Wolfe 

EMMETTS GARDEN 
the Garden at the top of the Weald, 

near Ide Hill 

All welcome visitors from 
near and far and are 

OPEN MARCH TO NOVEMBER 2012 

NATIONAL TRUST 

   * Chartwell the house is open from 
 10 March to 4 November, Wed−Sun 
 plus Bank Holidays, also Tues in 
 July and August.  
 The gardens, shop, restaurant, 
 studio and exhibition are open every 
 day from 10 March 2012 except 
 Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
 Car park open everyday for 
 countryside walks except 
 Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

* Quebec House  open Wed to Sun, 
 10 March to 4 November plus Bank 
 Holidays. 

   * Emmetts Garden  open Sat –Wed, 
 10 March to 4 November plus Bank 
 Holidays and Good Friday. 

For full details of opening times and events in 2012, please call:  

Chartwell, Mapleton Road, Westerham. TN16 1PS 
Telephone: (01732) 868381 

Email: chartwell@nationaltrust.org.uk 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
Established in 1955 

Members of the National Federation of Builders 
 

Listed Buildings, Conversions,
Extensions, Maintenance

& Repairs
 

W SMITHERS & SONS LTD 
Old Mill Yard  Telephone: 01342 850559 
Cowden Fax: 01342 850981 
Edenbridge Email: colin@wsmithers.co.uk 
Kent TN8 7JJ Website: www.wsmithersandsons.co.uk 

BSC QUALIFIED IN ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR, INSURED AND DBS CHECKED.BSC QUALIFIED IN ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR, INSURED AND DBS CHECKED.
•  DOG WALKING (NAUGHTY OR SHY DOGS WELCOME)
•  HOUSE SITTING
•  PET SITTING (EXPERIENCE WITH FAMILY PETS, 

  FARM ANIMALS AND EXOTICS)
•  HOME VISITS WHEN YOU’RE AWAY

FOR MORE INFORMATION & TO BOOK IN YOUR PET CONTACT
KATIE ON 07768 614 577 OR YAPPYDAYSINFO@GMAIL.COM

DOG GROOMING
 Fully Insured

 Free Consultations
 City and Guilds Qualified 
 Dematting  Grooming 
 Bathing  Styling

 Nail Clipping  Hand Stripping 
 Canine dental care using the latest 

technology.
Competitive pricing dependent on 

size, breed and coat type.
Discounted Rate for Puppies!

All breeds and temperament considered.
Call Chris: 01892 740170

07736 484184
setters4me1@gmail.com



01342 851160 / 07930341415
richardamaslen@btinternet .com

www.richardamaslen.co .uk

FINE FURNITURE & 
BESPOKE JOINERYRICHARD A MASLEN

A SELECTION OF INDIVIDUAL OFFICE SUITES

Available to rent on simple flexible tenancy agreements. 
Approached by an attractive private drive, the Hever Business 
Centre is a distinctive and handsome detached building providing 
office suites with plenty of private parking.
Formerly Hever Station, the centre now offers bright 
workspaces with architectural features typical of the Victorian 
railway era.

THE HEVER BUSINESS CENTRE
• All inclusive monthly rent
• Fast broadband availability
• Plenty of private parking
• Suites for 1 – 6 persons 
• Security alarm
• London Bridge (direct) 

42mins
• Flexible tenancies 
• Conference/meeting room
• No VAT

TO FIND OUT MORE:

Please contact  
David Robinson 
01959 563800 
hever@karrison.co.uk

K A R R I S O N
P R O P E R T Y



FUNERAL PLANS FROM

Alex     Jones
Independent Family Funeral Directors

One of the few remaining family-owned, truly independent funeral directors in the area

Peace of mind for you and your family 

Specify your wishes in advance 

Protection against rising funeral costs 

A range of flexible payment options 

Arrange the send off you want

Alex Jones Funeral Directors
29-31 High Street
Edenbridge
TN8 5AD

01732 860047
www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk

We also have funeral homes in; 
Lingfield: 01342 832534
Forest Row: 01342 822399 
Oxted: 01883 730383

£40 M&S 
vouchers 

with every 
plan

Vouchers distributed 30 days after your plan is taken out – contact us for full details.



Four Elms Farm  
Livery 

•  60x20m floodlit outdoor arena  
– 36x45m indoor arena

•  Solarium/hot/cold washdown
•  Car and lorry parking
•  12’x12’ monarch boxes/rubber matting 

automatic drinkers
•  Club room with oven/microwave/dishwasher
•  Rug washing on site
•  Post and rail fencing
•  Staff living on site – exercise – qualified 

trainer
•  Off road hacking 100 private acres
•  Dressage training with international riders 

and judges
•  Jumping and polework clinics
•  Unaffiliated dressage competitions

Four Elms Farm Livery
Pootings Road

Four Elms
Kent TN8 6PH 

Mobile 07771 634995 or 07730 038747 

 - Dry Carpet Cleaning  
 - Upholstery Cleaning 
 - Tile & Grout Cleaning 
 

  

Zero Dry Time Kent 

CARS EDENBRIDGE50 Y
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A
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01732 863800
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AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY,
7 DAYS A WEEK ON PRE-BOOKINGS

The Kiosk,
Station Approach,

Edenbridge
TN8 5LP

www.relyoncars.co.uk

PRIVATE HIRE l COURIER SERVICE
AIRPORTS

WEDDINGS l ACCOUNT WORK
MINIBUSES l LUXURY VEHICLES

4-8 SEATERS AVAILABLE l SCHOOL RUNS

DRIVERSWANTED
DRIVERS

WANTED



Now taking bookings for 2022

Daren Wood
C H I M N E Y  S W E E P

Clean and efficient,
friendly service - pots

and cowls fitted

Telephone: 01959 564263
Mobile: 07885 059023

member of
Independent Affiliation

of Chimney Sweeps



A fun, friendly tennis club 
with two fantastic all weather 

courts located on the beautiful 
Chiddingstone Sports ground. 

New members always 
welcome. 

For all enquiries contact 
Adam: 

tyrrelladam1@gmail.com  
0776 964 2590



IM
PROVE YOUR HOME

HOME-REARED FREE-RANGE 
PEDIGREE PORK & LAMB 

FALCONHURST ESTATE 
www.falconhurstestate.co.uk 

01342 850526 
Also Gloucester Old Spot weaners for sale 

All Types of Interior & Exterior 

PAINTING & DECORATING
Ray Meades (Speldhurst)  

01892 863548 
Also

General Household Repairs & Maintenance 
Fully Insured 

 

 

XXÄÄÄÄttËËáá  VVââÑÑvvtt~~xxáá  
Delicious homemade cupcakes using local free range eggs  

and  organic ingredients wherever possible.  
Our cakes are freshly baked to order ensuring that they taste as good 

as they look! We cater for all occasions: birthdays, weddings, 
corporate events or just because . . . 

Free local delivery 

Contact Alex 07769973426 or at ellascupcakes.net 

M & M WALKER
PAINTING & DECORATING

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES

CEILING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS
ARTEXING & PLASTERING

PLUMBING  •  HEATING 
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Tel: 01732 863 155
Mobs: 077 742 186 84   •   079 004 207 15



Electricity in safe hands
• Installations, rewires, board upgrades
• Fault finding, maintenance, repairs
• Inspection and testing reports
• Portable appliance testing (PAT)
• Qualified to BS 7671 2018 18th Edition
• Building regulations part P compliant
• Prompt, reliable and competitive rates

T. 07836 256 146   E. andycsayers@gmail.com
www.andysayerselectrical.com
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 Emma Darthuy BSc PgDip MCSP HPC 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

 
Home physio visits for any 
musculoskeletal problem. 

Pilates Classes and 1-2-1 

physioemma@btinternet.com 
07530 857613   

www.homephysioandpilates.co.uk 
 

07771 925346

Painting and
Decorating

Services

clareelizabeth100@gmail.com

Clare Elizabeth

0777 532 8781

Reliable
Local 

Friendly

www.homephysioandpilates.com



If you need help with shopping, prescriptions, posting 

letters etc please call the editors (see page 23 for 

numbers) or the churchwardens (see page 20) or call any 

of the following. We would all be very happy to help.

Laura Palmer – 01732 864257
Jane Hall – 01732 862569
Laura Hands – 07792 167 470 (based in Hever)
Beverley Thomas – 07855 968 006 (based in Edenbridge)
Toria Corcoran – 07885 491 893 (based in Edenbridge)
Andrea Hayto – 07766 503 062 based in Four Elms)
Sophie Fraser – 07793 464 705 
Amy Hurlstone – 07982 996 642
Emma Short – 07985 047 746 (based in Four Elms)
Cheryl Small – 07795 841 178
Caroline Crooks – 07887 505 409
Four Elms Helpers 01732 700247

You can also email thelink@hever.org or hra@hever.org

or fevhlunch@btinternet.com

Are you self isolating? Do you need help?




