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PROVE YOUR HOME

HOME-REARED FREE-RANGE 
PEDIGREE PORK & LAMB 

FALCONHURST ESTATE 
www.falconhurstestate.co.uk 

01342 850526 
Also Gloucester Old Spot weaners for sale 

All Types of Interior & Exterior 

PAINTING & DECORATING
Ray Meades (Speldhurst)  

01892 863548 
Also

General Household Repairs & Maintenance 
Fully Insured 

 

 

XXÄÄÄÄttËËáá  VVââÑÑvvtt~~xxáá  
Delicious homemade cupcakes using local free range eggs  

and  organic ingredients wherever possible.  
Our cakes are freshly baked to order ensuring that they taste as good 

as they look! We cater for all occasions: birthdays, weddings, 
corporate events or just because . . . 

Free local delivery 

Contact Alex 07769973426 or at ellascupcakes.net 

M & M WALKER
PAINTING & DECORATING

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES

CEILING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS
ARTEXING & PLASTERING

PLUMBING • HEATING 
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Tel: 01732 863 155
Mobs: 077 742 186 84 • 079 004 207 15



There is only one thing to talk about this month – mud. 

The late, great Flanders and Swann took a positive view of it in 
the chorus of their “Hippopotamus song: “Mud, mud, glorious 
mud, there’s nothing quite like it for cooling the blood; so follow 
me, follow, down to the hollow and there let us wallow in glo-ri-
ous MUD!!” The problem is that my blood is cool enough already 
and whilst my pigs may agree with their hippo cousins, I do not. 
Walks become skating rinks, boots leak, dogs look dejected and 
colours are muted. 
 
The derivation of the word is none too salubrious either. It 
replaced the old English “fen” with a mix of low middle German 
“mudde” and Polish “mul” meaning slime – the Sanskrit word 
“mutra” also gets a look in and is too unpleasant to define in 
print. Mud was such an enemy on the battlefields in war time 
and….. and….. But then I think of the eternal childish pleasure of 
mud pies, find that there are at least 88 spas in the UK offering 

mud treatments to “tone 
and detox” the skin, that 
the phrase “clear as mud” 
has been around since 
1796 - and I start to feel a 
bit better. 

Apparently one’s name 
being mud comes from an 
obsolete use of the word 
meaning “a silly twaddling 
fellow” and no one quite 
knows why. “Here’s mud 
in your eye” began in the 
1930s. One theory is that 
this toast was first used by 
farmers drinking to a good 
harvest, because whilst 
we hate mud we also hate 
drought. So here’s mud in 
your eye to a good Spring.

Joanna Wade

Welcome to the February edition
 LIN

K
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A Happy Waggy Tail
A couple of weeks ago my lovely 
neighbours lost their beloved dog 
Pippa, she was a 14-year-old lovely 
little girl and as you can imagine they 
were distraught. Pippa had been their 
rescue dog and really was happy, so 
loved and well taken care of. I think 
that is why despite suffering from 
fits and loss of eye sight she lived so 
long.

I happened to see an appeal from 
Last Chance two days later about a 
Greyhound called Laser, a three-year-
old ex racing hound, who needed a 
foster home asap. Laser was already 
fostered but needed rehoming 
as he did not get on well with the 
neighbourhood cats. He has terminal 
bone cancer and his life expectancy 
is very limited and his only other 
option was to return to Last Chance 
for what little time he had left. When I 
told my neighbours, they felt so sorry 
for the poor lad and told me that they 
would like to give Laser a home. 

They contacted Last Chance who 
paid them a home visit and within 
a matter of days Laser arrived, just 
in time for a lovely Christmas. He is 
HUGE but really lovely and gentle. 
He was very lost and confused at 
first but I think once he realised this 
would be his home, he has really 
settled down. Laser is quite stoic, we 
don’t think he has spent much time 
with humans being loved and played 
with, but bit by bit Jean and Geoff 
are bringing him round. 

He has met the neighbourhood dogs 
and is good as gold with them. He 
can be a bit stubborn when he likes 
and the other day he managed to eat 
half a pizza which was waiting to be 
put in the oven, so he is very cheeky. 
Laser’s new foster parents are 
enjoying caring for him despite the 
fact they have no idea how long for. 
I think given that Christmas was so 
different for everyone, having Laser 
there lessened the gap that Pip had 
left. What a really happy Christmas 
Laser had lying on the sofa and 
munching on turkey, going for lovely 
walks and just hanging out with Jean 
and Geoff.

Say hello if you see them out in the 
village, you can’t miss him - he is 
huge, black and has a red knitted 
bow tie.

Susanne Smith

pet of the month
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Saturday, 9th January, I was on my 
way to Sevenoaks for my assigned 
8:35 slot for the Pfizer Covid-19 
vaccine. 

I made my way to the front entrance 
of the medical centre where I was 
met by two friendly masked young 
people, one of whom accompanied 
me inside and handed me over to 
another who was to check I was 
the person I was supposed to be. I 
was then shown to a room where I 
was questioned about my general 
wellbeing and whether I had at any 
time had a severe reaction to a 
medical procedure. 

Everything being satisfactory I was 
led into a waiting room where two or 
three of us awaited our turn. When 
my turn came I was led into an inner 
room where I was to be vaccinated. 
Two women were there, one to do 
the vaccination, the other to assist. 
I was then taken along a passage 
to a room with chairs and people 
waiting for the required 15 minutes 
wait to ensure there were no adverse 
reactions. I was then shown through 
a glass door into a passage at the 
end of which was the back exit, and 
was told that I would find my son 
there with the car. Everything was 
well organised and there was always 
a friendly help to scoop me up and 
push me on to the next bit.

Tim says:
If you are approaching Sevenoaks 
via Riverhead, turn right as usual at 
the big roundabout heading towards 
the town centre. Shortly on the left 
you come first to the fire station, then 
the Medical Centre, and then Lidl. To 
get to the Medical Centre car park, 
take the road on the left (Morewood 
Close) before the fire station and 
follow the long road round to the 
right, entering the Medical Centre car 
park from the rear. Not terribly well 
signposted, but plenty of parking 
space. 

If you are dropping someone off, 
you can drive through to the front of 
the building where the entrance is 
and drop them there. You can then 
continue on round to the back and 
find a parking space. 

The day I had my Covid vaccine 
by our health correspondent Una Higgs 
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 and CUPCAKES 
(from £18 per dozen) 

DELIVERED LOCALLY

For more details please call 
Emily on 07767069577 
or contact on social media, 
Instagram: @emilys_cakekitchen 

WONDERFUL, BESPOKE CAKES (from £20) 

It does sound good in Latin. 
Sylvia dartfordiensis, the Dartford 
Warbler. 

This little bird was first identified 
on Bexley Heath in April 1773 as 
an as-yet un-named breed by the 
ornithologist, John Latham, hence 
the name. 

They were nearly wiped out during 
the cold winter of 1962/3 and were 
down to only 11 pairs. They hated 
the “Beast from the East” of 2018 
too - but now all is well and this last 
mild winter has been popular with 
dartfordiensis. 

The bird is resident in lowland heath-
land with gorse and heather, from 
Surrey west and in Suffolk but Kent’s 
only home-named bird (is it?) is sadly 
no longer resident here. 

Joanna Wade

A good news bird story
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what I do

My family and I moved from Lewes to 
Edenbridge in 1997 and have never 
looked back. It was a big decision 
having grown up in and around 
Brighton, but the local community 
immediately made us feel 
welcome and at home. 

We had already been in the 
antiques business for several 
years but starting in a new area 
was almost like starting afresh. 
However, we soon met local 
people interested in antiques 
and with Gatwick 
only 30 minutes 
away and 
easy access 
to London our 
existing clientele 
were able to visit 
with ease. Our 
regular presence 
at national antique fairs also grew our 
business and to this day we are still in 
touch with many of those clients.

In 2007 we took over the adjoining 
premises some of you may remember 
as Chevertons and set up The 
Edenbridge Galleries. We felt it would 
make a wonderful antique centre 
showcasing dealers all of whom were 
members of either the British Antiques 
Dealers Association (BADA) or LAPADA. 
We were extremely proud of this 
initiative and the response we received 
from visitors from around the world was 
very rewarding. It was a one stop shop 
for anything antique and interior design 
related.

We have now decided to wind this side 
of the business down wanting to go 
back to concentrating on Lennox Cato 
Antiques. As one gets older one wants 
to simplify life and with this past year 

having been extremely 
challenging, we are quite 
relieved to have done so.
 
Going forward I am very 
pleased to say I am still 
involved with the Antiques 
Roadshow and we have 
adapted our business 
to make the most of the 
internet, producing short 
videos of our stock and 
sending out more of our 

regular newsletters which always seem 
to be well received thanks to Sue who 
also manages our social media. 

We pride ourselves on the professional 
service we offer, whether it be selling, 
buying, valuing or just plain advice. Our 
motto is ‘we never have problems, only 
solutions’!

Life is full of surprises and in the latter 
part of 2020 I was extremely proud 
to have been appointed a Deputy 
Lieutenant of Kent. Something I would 
never have expected in a million years! 

All in all, we think our move to this 
beautiful part of the world was the best 
decision we ever made!

 
Lennox Cato DL

www.lennoxcato.com 
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If you walk north east from 
Chiddingstone Hoath along the little 
lane past the lovely houses that 
make up the hamlet of Oakenden, 
it peters out into a footpath. After a 
fine view and a big field the thicket 
opens out into Harden vineyard. It 
grows “regent” grapes, a little known 
dark skinned variety originating from 
Germany and producing red wine. 

More well known in Kent is the 
Bacchus grape, prolific in the Chapel 
Down vineyard in Tenterden, but 
by no means ruling the roost. The 
Kent Vineyards website shows 50 
vineyards throughout the county 
producing a variety of wines and 
reminding us that buying English 
is no longer the patriotic but long-
suffering act it once was.

I don’t know where you can buy 
Harden’s but Squerryes in Wester-
ham has made a huge success of 
its sparkling wine. In 2004 a French 
champagne house visited the estate, 
then known only for its Grade I listed 
house, attracted by the terroir, chalk 
and greensand, which bore a strik-
ing similarity to the Côte des Blancs 
region of Champagne. 

They did not strike a deal with the 
Warde family (who have been at 
Squerryes for eight generations) 
who then decided to go it alone 
and planted 35 hectares of grapes, 
Chardonnay, Pinot Noir and Pinot 
Meunier in 2006 and waited. In 2010 

they took their first reserves and 
in 2016 their 2011 Brut won best 
English sparkling wine. You can 
buy it and also Westerham Brewery 
beer (whose spent brewer’s grains 
feed the Squerryes dairy herd) in 
their shop/ restaurant at Beggars 
Lane just outside Westerham and in 
Waitrose. You might need to hurry as 
sales of sparkling wine are up 25% 
this year.

There is also a productive vineyard 
at Groombridge place and Sanden 
vineyard, also in Groombridge, sells 
its sparking white and rosé at Pen-
shurst farmers market. Meopham 
valley vineyard has been going since 
1991, producing a variety of still as 
well as the sparkling wine which this 
region seems to do so well, just like 
the Champagne region. But then of 
course the Romans had got it right 
centuries ago when they introduced 
vines to Kent (which they called 
Cantica) in 43AD – and then the stuff 
turned out to be so good that they 
had to pass laws limiting English 
wine imports to Italy to protect the 
Italian producers. 

Whoever mentioned Brexit?
Joanna Wade 

PS The Harden’s walk turns into a 
long circular walk via Penshurst or 
a shorter one via Blower’s Hill and 
Salman’s.

IN VINO CANTICA 
VERITAS
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The clock at Holy Trinity church 
was built by B. L. Vulliamy, 
Clockmaker to the Queen, and has 
the inscription:

‘Presented to the church of the  
Holy Trinity, Markbeech by 

John G Talbot Esq. 
in memory of the founder, 

May 1853’. 

The mechanism is reached through 
a small door at the base of the clock 
tower, with a very narrow, spiral, 
stone staircase leading up, so a pre-
requisite for entering the clock room 
is an immunity from claustrophobia! 

Just a little bit of technical 
information: the clock is a tower 
clock with plate and spacer 
movement, a design popular in the 
early to middle nineteenth century. 

It has two gear chains, the running 
gear which controls the time shown 
on the clock face, and the chiming 
gear which ensures the clock chimes 
correctly on the hour. The clock 
‘motor’ is a set of weights on a wire 
and pulley. As the weights fall, they 
operate the escapement and the 
large pendulum, which produces the 
well known tick-tock sound. When 
the weights reach the bottom of their 
movement they need to be wound 
back up for the clock to continue. 

Holy Trinity Clock
 Markbeech
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Originally, the weights were wound 
by hand but now an electric motor 
does this automatically. If there is a 
power cut, the clock will continue 
until the weights reach their lower 
limit, and then the clock will stop and 
the time must be reset. There is also 
an electric switch which controls the 
chiming mechanism. The bell itself 
is in a separate area above the clock 
room, reached by a wooden ladder.

My involvement started after some 
casual conversations with the Talbot 
family, offering to occasionally check 
the clock and adjust it as necessary. 

My career was in engineering and 
I have always had an interest in 
mechanical devices, particularly 
those based on old technology, so 

was quite happy to take on the role, 
previously undertaken by, among 
others, Len Linden and Andro 
Linklater. The clock is serviced 
annually by the London Clock 
Company and so the role of ‘clock 
keeper’ is making small adjustments 
as necessary. The movement has a 
small dial and pointer showing the 
time and a lever which has to be 
turned to make the adjustments. 

I go up the tower about once a 
month with my iPhone, which has a 
digital clock, and use that to reset 
the time if needed. Twice a year, at 
the equinoxes, the time has to be 
moved back or forward an hour. The 
adjusting lever must only be moved 
anti-clockwise so, in October, when 
the clocks go back, the clock must 
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be moved forward 11 hours, which 
is 66 chimes and could be a bit 
irritating for those living very close to 
the clock. I have now discovered that 
the chiming lever can be uncoupled 
while the clock is adjusted, so that 
the bell does not ring. 

From late medieval times clock 
keepers had an important role, as 
church and town clocks were the 
main way of keeping communities 
informed of the passage of time.

That is not the case now but I think 
it is important to help, in a small 
way, to keep this lovely piece of 
engineering heritage ‘up to scratch’. 

Doug Bowern



10

Hever Parish Council 
by Charlotte Cole, parish clerk

Hever Parish Council last met on 
7th January 2021. The budget has 
been set to ensure that key services 
are maintained whilst not imposing 
any increased financial burden on 
residents, the parish council part of 
the council tax will reduce slightly for 
2021 – 2022 which is important to do 
in these financially difficult times for 
everyone.

Hever Parish Council are required 
(by Sevenoaks District Council) to 
undertake a Housing needs survey 
every 5 years. This was done 
(independently) in 2018. You may 
remember getting a survey in the 
post. It was also advertised widely 
(on all noticeboards, Link magazine, 
Facebook, plastic banners etc.). We 
have been considering the responses 
to that survey and investigating 
possible solutions to the issues 
raised, namely the lack of affordable 
housing to rent, particularly smaller 
properties, for local people. There 
is only one site in the parish that 
is available for consideration 
(everything else was either not in a 
suitable location or landowner chose 
not to). 

As the January edition of this 
magazine had to be printed before 
Christmas and therefore before the 
council meeting I could not give 

you the dates of the meetings in 
this magazine any earlier although 
they have been widely advertised 
elsewhere. There will be Zoom 
meetings on Tuesday 26th January 
3- 5pm and Saturday 30th January 
4 – 6pm at which the Clerk and 
Councillors will be present to answer 
any questions. There are also many 
opportunities for locals to be able to 
comment on the proposals (online 
survey, by email, leaflets delivered to 
households in Four Elms etc.). 

Please note this is a consultation and 
opportunity to ask questions NOT a 
planning application. This is because 
the parish council want your views. 
The parish council won’t own the 
land or housing or have any financial 
interest or risk in the scheme 
whatsoever.

Please see lots of information on 
www.hever.org and advise the 
Clerk if you need any assistance 
in submitting comments etc. The 
deadline for comments is 14th 
February.

Charlotte Cole
Clerk and Financial Officer

Hever Parish Council
clerk@hever.org

Facebook/Heverparishcouncil
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I don’t mind telling you, dear 
reader, that penning this piece is 
something of a minefield!

Like you, perhaps, I took the 
opportunity to consider over the 
festive period my priorities for the 
New Year. In a reflection of the year 
recently passed, many of those items 
on the list for the months ahead have 
been carried over from 2020. That 
presents a problem, as I try not to be 
repetitive – or at least too repetitive – 
in this column.

There is most certainly no shortage 
of activity at the District Council, but 
the truth is it comprises the sorts of 
thing which tend to produce a stifled 
yawn when I excitedly hold forth on 
them. (Alas, these things are more 
noticeable on Zoom!)

Other important rubrics govern these 
jottings. 

For example, we could all do with 
some good news. This vile virus 
dominates all our lives at work and 
home, yet there is more to life than 
a pestilent pathogen, so dwelling 
on it in my dispatches seems best 
avoided. That is not to say there are 
not positive and useful developments 
on that front. Yet they fall foul of 
another trap: the news here should 
be current – no mean feat at a time 
our newspapers are invariably out of 
date by the time they go to press.

I also endeavour to not tread on 
the toes of colleagues by straying 
into the territory of other bodies. 

And try as I might to be informative, 
sometimes column inches prevent 
embarking on complex topics – I for 
one would not wish to find The Link a 
vehicle for great tracts and treatises!

There is the issue of relevance to 
consider too. What is of interest to 
Hever may have little bearing on Four 
Elms. A matter concerning Hartfield 
Road could be of paramount 
importance to Markbeech yet interest 
no one else. It is always my aim to 
cover matters of interest to all those 
in the Benefice.

In fact, of around a dozen subjects 
considered this month, each fell by 
the wayside with the application of 
these tests. And so, in writing this, 
I have succumbed to the lure of the 
whimsical, which I hope you will 
forgive.

There is a serious point, though, 
which is this: my work on your behalf 
at the District Council has continued 
apace. Some of it is pretty morbid. 
Some utterly heart-warming. And 
some is simply day to day business 
of government type stuff. But through 
it all has been an appreciation that 
perhaps now more than ever we all 
need to know that others are there 
for them, so please do not hesitate to 
get in touch if there is anything with 
which I might be able to assist.

Matthew Dickins
District Councillor for Cowden & Hever

 Sevenoaks District Council, Argyle Rd, 
Sevenoaks, Kent, TN13 1HG

 cllr.dickins@sevenoaks.gov.uk
 07910 328 110

district council news
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schooltime

Happy New Year to our Hever 
Community! It is not quite the start 
to 2021 we had in mind. Reflecting 
back over the last two weeks, the 
beginning of term seems like a long 
time ago! 

As we were imminently welcoming 
back all students to Spring Term, 
Boris Johnson’s announcement 
changed everything. Twelve hours 
later, we needed to be ready to 
deliver 66% remote education for 
the whole term, as well as offer a 
provision for vulnerable children 
and those of critical workers. Fast-
forward to now and I couldn’t be 
more proud of our entire community. 
The way in which everyone has 
pulled together, switched everything 
to the virtual classroom and adapted 
our plans in such a short space of 
time has been inspiring. We have 
been overwhelmed by all the positive 
feedback we have received; this is 
very kind and really does help during 
challenging times.

As our 4, 5 and 6 bubble burst this 
week we are all working incredibly 
hard to deliver 85% remote provision 
and those teachers in particular are 
also delivering lessons from
 home, with the same pressures, 
having to balance the needs of their 
own families and children.

To our Hever Students, we can see 
you figuring out how to organize 
your day to best set yourself up for 
success. You’re learning so much 

about yourself, about self-discipline, 
and about how to steer your own 
ship. You’re learning to handle 
technology and the perseverance 
button and we are so proud.

Good job, distance learners and 
distance teachers!

Joanna Stratton
Headteacher

Just days before the start of the 

January term, we had the news that 
primary schools were closing yet 
again. And yet again, the teachers 
swiftly mobilised to provide online 
learning, despite the minimum of 
notice, for all classes.

Luckily, we live in an age of online 
tools which the children are used 
to accessing as part of their normal 
school day. This has greatly helped 
with the transition to remote 
learning. Alongside the usual online 
maths, spelling and literacy, the 
teachers have been recording their 
own youtube videos to provide 
virtual teaching. Some pupils even 
work together in informal virtual 
classrooms, collaborating on their 
work as they would in person and 
motivating each other to focus on 
the lessons and stay engaged. Self-
motivation is a skill that most people 
don’t achieve until university! Given 
wellbeing and self-care is such an 
important issue nowadays, we have 
recently introduced daily Zoom class 
catch ups to share successes, ask 
questions of the teacher and chat to 
classmates.

news from Hever

news from Four Elms
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The curriculum so far this year has 
been wide and varied. Alongside 
the usual core subjects, the topics 
covered have included: the art of 
self-portraiture, healthy eating, 
musical instrument making, 
continents of the world, latitude and 
longitude, percussion and wellbeing. 

Here are some examples of the 
great work completed across all the 
classes, which are shared on class 
celebration pages.

Nicole Holt
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 to add your company email the Editors. 
Just £25 per annum

Accommodation
Edenbridge Manor Care Home, residential, dementia and respite care 01732 492282
Agricultural Engineers
Leppards 	 plant and machinery hire and more 	 01342 850888
Bookkeeping
David James 	 accountancy services 	 01892 871 139
Southworth & Co 	 accounting services and software 	 01732 700 670
Building & Design Services
Albourne roofing 	 slating, tiling, flat roofing, repairs 	 01732 700 353
Causeway Joinery	 bespoke joinery for the public and trade	 01342 850170
Clare Elizabeth 	 painting and decorating 	 0777 5328781
G Moss 	 joiner & builder 	 07778 440 644
Jem Pickard 	 painting and decorating 07850 371558 or 01732 863062
M & M Walker 	 painting & decorating, plumbing, heating 	07774 218 684
Richard A Maslen 	  Fine furniture and bespoke joinery         07930 341 415
TN16 Handyman 	  property maintenance, home repairs, 
			    painting, gardening 		            074754 38788
W Smithers & Sons 	 listed building, conversions, extensions,	 01342 850 559
Cleaning
Housecleans 	 cleaning, ironing 	 01959 532 223
Rockport Cleaning 	 d	ry carpet & upholstery cleaners 	 01732 387 046
Commercial Property
Hever Business Centre Office Suites - Karrison Property 	 01959 563800 
Hever Castle Golf club - modern office space to let 	 01732 701006
Dog grooming and walking
Amy’s Top Dog Grooming - dog grooming - Amy  	 0792 3351299
Yappy Days 	 dog walking and pet sitting – Katie 	 07768 614577
Wash n blow, dogs to go – dog grooming - Chris: 	 01892 740170/07736 484184
Education
Markbeech Nursery 	 for children 2-5 years	  01342 850403
Chiddingstone Nursery
School 	 for children 2-5 years 	 01892 871315
Equestrian	 	
Four Elms Farm Livery			   07771 634995
Fitness 
Hever Castle Golf Club 	 golf course 	 01732 701017 
Chiddingstones’ Tennis Club 	 0776 964 2590 
Falconhurst Cricket Club 	 cricket and training sessions                     07771 892762
Pilates by Lorna at Four Elms and Ide Hill village halls                          07747 628993

business directory
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Funeral Services
Alex Jones 	 funeral directors & monumental masons 01732 860047
Gardening and landscaping
APF Trees, 	 tree surgery and garden maintenance     07786 884924
Hever Landscapes 	 for all your garden projects 	 01892 740133
French’s Fencing 	 gates, automation, fencing 
	 supply & fitting 	 0779 5551436
R. Bennett 	 hedges, fencing, grass cutting 	 01732 862971
Sam Thompson tree care, felling, hedge cutting, logs 	 07747 345815
Health
Emma Darthuy 
Chartered physiotherapist	 home physio visit, pilates classes 	 07771 925346
Paul Marro 	 Cognitive Hypnotherapy 
	 www.htheraphy.co.uk	 01732 808211
Step by Step 	 foot health practice 	 07786 038149
Hairdressing
Lorna Galbraith 	 hairdressing in your own home 	 07989 587931
Home services
Andy Sayers 	 electrical services 	
	 maintenance and repairs 	 07836 256146
Daren Wood                      Chimney sweep, pots and cowls fitted 	01959 564263
Pegrum 	 fuels, boilers, plumbing,
	 solar panels, water/oil tanks	 01732 463256
Sure Kill 	 pest control services 	 01732 863206
IT
My IT Wizard Ltd	 Computer problem solving	  07779 285839
MR Computing computer repairs in your home, no call out charge 	 01732 590077
Local Produce
Allman Butchers 	 meat & groceries 	 01732 863214 or 700288
Falconhurst Farm Shop and deli 	 01342 850172
Travel, Taxis and bike hire
Country Hire and Go, 	 electric bike hire and local taxi service     07723054863
Stuart Rieman 	 luxury passenger car service 	 01883 715 037
Relyon Cars 	 local taxi company 	 01732 863 800
Venue Hire and Weddings
Falconhurst Weddings 	 01342 850526
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Date & time Service details Readings Sunday

7th February Holy Communion at 
St.Peter’s Hever

Colossians 1:15-20
John 1:1-14

2nd Sunday 
before Lent

14th February Holy Communion at at 
St.Paul’s Four Elms

2 Corinthians 4:3-6
Mark 9:2-9

Sunday before 
Lent

14th February Forest church at St.Peter’s 
Hever 

Sunday before 
Lent

17th February Impostion of ashes 
St.Paul’s Four Elms

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17
John 8:1-11

Ash Wednesday

21st February Eucharist Holy Trinity 
Markbeech

1 Peter 3:18-22
Mark 1:9-15

Lent 1

28th February Holy Communion St.Paul’s 
Four Elms 

Romans 4:13-25
Mark 8:31-38

Lent 2

28th February Family service at St. Peter’s 
Hever

Luke 4:1-13 Lent 2

All services will be available by 10.00am on the 
above dates.

We are also closing our churches for private prayer 
but Simon will be in St.Peter’s Hever on Tuesdays 
between 8.30am and 9.30am and if anyone would 
like him to light a candle and pray for them or a 
loved one, then please let Simon know.
We are continuing to hold our Zoom Evening 
prayer on Thursdays at 6.00pm and our weekly 
Bible study on Mondays also by Zoom at 6pm. 
We will be starting a Lent course using the Church 
of England’s ‘God’s Story Our Story’ (see https://
www.churchofengland.org/resources/livelent-2021-
church-resources-gods-story-our-story ) at 6.00pm 
and 8.00pm on Mondays starting on February 
22nd. For details of how to join all of these please 
contact Simon.
 
Please contact any of us if you would like prayer 
or to talk to someone during this time or any other 
help including obtaining text versions of the above 
services or having them read over the phone.

Priest-in-charge		   
Revd.Simon Braid 
01892 871453 and simonbraid@icloud.com

Wardens		
Hever
Mandy Yarnold 
01342 850028		
Four Elms
Christina Hodson
01732 700247
Richard Bennett 
01732 862971
Markbeech
Nicki Talbot 
01342 850526
Marielou Linklater 
01342 850579
Administrator
Ana Roxburgh beneficeemail@gmail.com
Prayer hotline		
Elly Heard 01732 865564 
or Revd.Simon Braid (above)

With the worsening Covid situation and the need 
to encourage us all to stay at home, all our services 
are now recorded for the foreseeable future and 
accessible via https://threespires.wordpress.com/  
or https://www.facebook.com/threespiresbenefice 

and by phone by calling 01732 927132 with a 
livestreamed introduction on Sundays at 10.00am 
on Facebook. Please look at the website and 
Facebook page for information as things can 
change at short notice. 

Church in February
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our rector’s thoughts

I was having my eyes tested some 
years ago and the Muslim optician 
asked me: ‘Do you fast?’. We know 
that fasting during Ramadan is one 
of the pillars of Islam and I remember 
being in Egypt watching a boatman 
breaking his fast as the sun set with 
dates in water.

Jesus said ‘When’ not ‘If you fast’, 
because fasting was then a weekly 
discipline. It seems to be less 
observed in the church today except 
perhaps during Lent which starts 
on 17th February and lasts the forty 
days up to Easter matching the forty 
days during which Jesus fasted in 
the desert.

Fasting is back in fashion. We have 
‘dry January’ to encourage sobriety 
after the supposed excesses of 
Christmas and there are health 
programmes like ‘intermittent 
fasting’.

Fasting doesn’t have to be about 
food and drink or giving up chocolate 
during Lent. In the past I have fasted 
from watching television and from 
social media. Even technology 
geeks in Silicon valley are fasting 
from technology once a week as a 
means of weaning themselves off 
dopamine, the chemical released in 
the brain from pleasurable activity! 
But with endless Zoom meetings and 
needing to keep in touch during the 
necessary lockdown, perhaps now is 
not the time for this type of fast.

Fasting doesn’t have to be about 
giving things up either. Have a look at 

the 40acts website (see 40acts.org.
uk) which provides suggested acts of 
generosity to perform in Lent. During 
Covid, this might be a very good 
thing on top of all the existing acts 
of kindness which we’ve seen in our 
communities and more widely.

But is fasting about gritting our teeth 
and trying to do something either for 
our health or to prove to ourselves 
that we have will power?

Fasting in the Christian tradition is 
all about abstaining from something 
for a spiritual reason rather than 
an end in itself. Fasting is about 
humbling ourselves and realising 
we are not always in control. That is 
why the Lenten fast starts with Ash 
Wednesday, when our foreheads 
are signed with the cross in ash with 
these sombre words reminding us 
of our mortality: ‘Remember you are 
dust and to dust you shall return’. 
Maybe Covid has reminded us of the 
fragility of life. Of course, we’ll need 
to find an alternative way of doing 
Ash Wednesday safely this year!

Most importantly though, as the 
lockdown enforces a fast from 
activity, why not use this as a time to 
reflect on our lives and even to seek 
God? Through the prophet Jeremiah 
God says: You will seek me and find 
me when you seek me with all your 
heart (Jeremiah 29:13).

Keep safe – keep well – keep praying
God bless you all

Simon
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news from the pews

Four Elms
The stark contrast between the 
purple altar frontal, the church 
without  flowers during Advent and 
the transformation to the white altar 
frontal and the lovely Christmas 
flowers illustrates the heart of the 
Christian season. We herald in the 
birth of Christ, the Light of the World, 
and it couldn’t be more symbolic than 
this.

Christmas, as always, is a great joy 
with Christmas trees and traditional 
carols. We were delighted to welcome 
everyone to our church for the 
afternoon carols with the Edenbridge 
Town Band and were just as delighted 
to receive £430 collection for Crisis, 
a charity helping the homeless. 
Christmas morning Eucharist was also 
a continuation of a Four Elms tradition 
and we thank the Rev. Simon Braid for 
officiating at both services.

We welcomed and thank the Rev. 
Andrew Procter for presiding over 
our Café Church. We celebrated the 
Baptism of Jesus and the Rev. Procter 
enthralled everyone with his address 
on the importance of baptism.   

You might think that January is a dull 
month post Christmas. Not a bit of it. 
Although we have had a lot rain that 
should not deter intrepid walkers. 
Our beautiful countryside offers good 
footpaths and each season has its 
own beauty, muddy or dry, winter or 
summer. But be sure not to bring the 
mud from your boots into the house!
As we look forward to 2021 let us look 

out for our neighbours who maybe 
troubled in some way. Perhaps we 
can help.  

Christina Hodson
Churchwarden

Hever
Regretfully, we have suspended all 
services and private prayer at St 
Peter’s due to the current lockdown 
and high infection rate and once 
again our services have reverted 
to Facebook, YouTube and Zoom. 
This does not mean that there is 
nothing going on at the Church! We 
are holding our PCC meetings via 
Zoom and working on our postponed 
900th anniversary celebrations which 
are planned to take place on 13th 
June.  The Quinquennial, the five 
yearly assessment of the fabric of the 
Church building took place last year 
and now we must repair the items 
highlighted by the report.  

The Friends of St Peter’s church also 
met recently via Zoom to discuss 
their projects for the next year. They 
are looking for new members to help 
complete projects, raise funds and 
would love to find someone who is 
able to fill the role of Minute Secretary, 
could that be you? Please do contact 
me to discuss what is involved in 
being a committee member of The 
Friends.

The project to repaint the interior 
of the church has benefited from a 
generous donation which will ensure 
this can be completed and at the 
same time we will restore the wall 
painting on the South Aisle. The 
words were exposed when the pulpit 
was moved in the 1895 restoration 
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and reordering. We have had a 
visit from Tom Organ from Arte 
Conservation who specialises in 
wall paintings and he is preparing 
a report on it. This will need to be 
completed before the painting of the 
interior walls can take place and we 
understand it will cost about £1,000. 

 “If you know people in your Church 
or your neighbourhood that are 
facing adversity, I encourage you to 
offer a hand of friendship to them. 
That is what Jesus would do.” – 
Jonathan Falwell, senior pastor in 
Lynchburg, Virginia.

There may be people living locally 
who are still in need of a little extra 
support, please don’t leave it to 
someone else, get in touch if you 
know of someone in need of our 
assistance.

Mandy Yarnold
Churchwarden

Markbeech 
Christmas will seem a long time ago 
by the time this piece is read but I 
think for historic reasons it is worth 
describing the scene at Holy Trinity 
Markbeech on Christmas morning 
2020.  

It was the brightest of days, very 
cold and still enough to light the 
final Advent candles outside. A 
one way system guided our faithful 
congregation into the churchyard 
where bubbles of families, couples 
and singletons kept firmly to their 
socially distanced spot marked by a 
cone. It was easy to see that Father 
Christmas had delivered some 
interesting bobble hats, sparkly tights 
and fancy dress clothes of films 

quite unknown to me. I, apparently, 
looked like a squirrel dressed in my 
mother in law’s fur coat! Hearing 
the Christmas story once more and 
the joy of singing just one verse of 
our favourite Christmas carols was 
evident in the smiling eyes of masked 
faces. We were blessed to share this 
together.

So what shall we expect in 
Markbeech in 2021? We simply pray 
for a return to normality. Regular 
shared worship, community get 
togethers and enjoying the company 
of others. 

Nicki Talbot
Churchwarden



20

As I write we’re in full lockdown, the 
pandemic is rife and the weather is 
awful. It might not be the start to 2021 
we were hoping for, but there is hope. 
We have the vaccine rollout and a year 
ahead in the garden to plan for.

I love this time of year not only as a 
commercial grower but as a gardener 
myself. Plant catalogues drop onto 
the doormat and are always met with 
excitement! One such publication 
arrived this week from Avon Bulbs. 
It reminded me that there are many 
goodies we can plant to enhance our 
gardens in the month of February.

In recent years there has seen a huge 
rise in the popularity of Snowdrops 
(Galanthus). Comparable to the 
Victorian craze in Tulips, there are 
now hundreds of cultivars available. 
Snowdrops exchange hands for 
big money and the aforementioned 
catalogue contains single bulbs for 
as much as £90 each! To most a 
Snowdrop is a Snowdrop! To avid 
collectors they are looking for variants 
with green tipped petals, (Marjory Fish), 
yellow (Primrose Warburg), doubles 
(Miss Prissy) and even faces (Grumpy) 
to name a few!

Personally you cannot beat the 
common single, Galanthus nivalis en 
masse. We visited Welford Park in 
Berkshire last year to see swathes 
carpeting a five acre wood - a true 
spectacle! Although we can’t go this 
year there are Snowdrops closer to 
home. Hever Castle in recent years has 
planted 90,000 Snowdrops throughout 
the grounds. From February 10th, enjoy 

a socially distanced amble along their 
Snowdrop trail.

A brief wander around the nursery 
this week showed there is much more 
besides Snowdrops to brighten up the 
garden in February. One of my favourite 
Winter shrubs is currently in its pomp - 
Sarcococca confusa is evergreen with 
dark, glossy foliage with at first glance 
fairly inconspicuous white flowers along 
the stems. What sets this plant aside is 
the most amazing vanilla scent. Plant 
near the house to get the best benefits.

What also caught my eye was our batch 
of Cornus (Dogwood) A deciduous 
shrub, they have brightly coloured 
stems that intensify in colour with colder 
weather. Standout varieties include 
‘Baton Rogue’ (red), flavaramea (yellow) 
and ‘Midwinter Fire’ (orange). Other 
shrubs notable for their stunning Winter 
foliage are Nandina and Leucothoe. 
Evergreen shrubs, they are at their 
best at this time of year with colour 
enhanced by cooler temperatures. 

Despite a dreadful 2020, we as a 
business experienced a remarkable 
year. Our 38 year old family business 
can plan for 2021 with the importance 
of outside space and gardens ever more 
prevalent.

Unfortunately we regret to say there 
are no public open weekends planned 
for the early part of this year. Hopefully 
once the vaccination programme takes 
effect, we can welcome you later in the 
year.

Get gardening and stay safe!

Simon Sutcliffe
How Green Nursery

gardening



The Link Team

Bridget Harris, Joanna Wade, Paul Houlton 
email: thelink@hever.org

Telephone 01732 700986 (Bridget) Mobile 07958 919 631 (Joanna) 
Address 1 Triangle Cottage, Hever Road, Hever TN8 7NL  

Benefice website threespires.wordpress.com Community website www.hever.org

The views expressed in the articles in this magazine are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily represent those of the editorial team. There is no implied approval or 

recommendation for any service or event advertised in the magazine. 

Copy for the March edition should reach us no later than 15 February 2020
Subscriptions cost £5 pa if delivered by a volunteer. For payment either: a) Send a cheque 

payable to ‘The Link’ with your address to 1 Triangle Cottage, Hever Road, Hever TN8 7NL or b) 
Make a bank transfer or set up a standing order payment to ‘The Link’ at Lloyds a/c 01057697 

sort 30-92-92 with postcode and surname as reference.

A copy of The Link can be viewed in The Link section of the community website www.hever.org

2018
2019
2020

2019
2020

2019
2020

Four Elms

Hever

Markbeech

2018

2018

28
66

23
77

39.5
96.25

79

83

33
106

56
125

41
140

36

40

54
55

45.5
48

59.25

47.5

81

82

12
38

12
38

13.25
40

65.5

77.25

62.7
29.5
6

24
13.5

29
10

79

70.05

1.2
111
45

90
45

78.5
49.25

0

1.5

44.7
55
21

63
25

74.5
31.6

36

51

67.2
27
42

28.5
41.5

38.5
36

63

68.5

17.1
58
35

64
41

71
54.6

32

33

38
112
142

119
160.5

133
163.75

41

47.5

96
115
59

98
55

92.5
40.5

127.5

105.5

70
114
88

114
97

138
95.6

81

91.5

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec

Benefice monthly rainfall in millimeters

Hall Bookings
Four Elms:
Village Hall 
 − Kevin Haydon 07787 394 806
Parish Rooms 
– John Southworth 01732 700670
Hever 
− Mrs Ryan 01732 864168
Markbeech 
− Mrs Paige 01342 850328

Councils
Kent County Councillor
Peter Lake 07740 701695
Sevenoaks District:
Matthew Dickins 07910 328110
Hever Parish:
Charlotte Cole 01342 322123 
clerk@hever.org



Electricity in safe hands
• Installations, rewires, board upgrades
• Fault finding, maintenance, repairs
• Inspection and testing reports
• Portable appliance testing (PAT)
• Qualified to BS 7671 2018 18th Edition
• Building regulations part P compliant
• Prompt, reliable and competitive rates

T. 07836 256 146   E. andycsayers@gmail.com
www.andysayerselectrical.com
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 Emma Darthuy BSc PgDip MCSP HPC 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

 
Home physio visits for any 
musculoskeletal problem. 

Pilates Classes and 1-2-1 

physioemma@btinternet.com 
07530 857613   

www.homephysioandpilates.co.uk 
 

07771 925346

Painting and
Decorating

Services

clareelizabeth100@gmail.com

Clare Elizabeth

0777 532 8781

Reliable
Local 

Friendly

www.homephysioandpilates.com



painting& 
decorating

jem pickardby

07850 371558   
01732 863062

competitive prices
free estimates & consultations

interior & exterior

highest quality guaranteed
expert & friendly service

fully insured

jempickard@btinternet.com

www.jempickardpainting 
decorating.co.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
jempickardpaintingdecorating

Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, 
kitchens and bathrooms, electrical, roofing, 

maintenance and repairs and decorating.  
Covering all  types of building work.

 
OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ 

TEL 01342 850559    FAX 01342 850981    EMAIL COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK  
     WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK  

Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, kitchens and  
bathrooms, electrical, roofing, maintenance and repairs and decorating.  Covering all 

 types of building work. 
 

OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ
TEL 01342 850559       FAX 01342 850981 

EMAIL COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK
WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK

W. SMITHERS & SONS
EST. 1955

ALBOURNE ROOFING

Slating / Tiling / Flat Roofing

All Maintenance & Repairs 
& Property Renovations

For Free Estimates & Advice from 
City and Guilds Qualified Tradesmen

T: 01732 700 353
M: 07767 893 772

● Domestic ● Commercial ● Industrial
Roofing Contractors



Telephone: 07778 440644
Email: g.m055@icloud.com

www.gmjoinery.com

Established 
Since 1981

JOINERS & BUILDERS LTD
LOFT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS

TIMBER FRAME BUILDINGS & BESPOKE JOINERY

HOUSECLEANS 
 

Weekly, monthly or just when you need a bit of extra help, 
We will clean your house to the highest standard, do your ironing 

and make up your beds. 
Only the best quality products used – Eco friendly products available. 

 
Moving house?  

We can clean before you move in or after you move out. 
 

For more details call 
01959 549 480 
07706 868 772 

 
ENJOY LIFE – LEAVE THE CLEANING TO US! 

(And we’re happy to walk the dog and feed the cat too) 

01959 532 223
07706 868 772

Step by Step provides a highly professional foot care service,
which is fully mobile, attending to all your foot care needs

within the comfort of your own home.

Member of British Association of Foot Health Professionals

For an appointment or more information telephone:
07786 038149 – Michelle Hogan MCFHP

 B/W version for CN publication

Colour version for website

Foot Health Practice

Original version received

Step by Step provides a highly professional foot care service,
which is fully mobile, attending to all your foot care needs

within the comfort of your own home.

Member of British Association of Foot Health Professionals

For an appointment or more information telephone:
07786 038149 – Michelle Hogan MCFHP

Foot Health Practice
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Membership Trial
Make 2021 your year and enjoy three months  

of unlimited golf Monday – Friday for just £250.

The three month period can begin any time  
up until 31st January 2021.

E: membership@hevercastle.co.uk 
T: 01732 701004
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EXCELLENT 
PRACTICE 
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DAILY
MEMBERS  

ONLY TIMES

27 HOLE
COURSE
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● UK Designed and Built, Retro Style  
● Super comfort for Touring and Exploring
● Pedal Assist, Motorised Speeds up to 15.5 mph 
● Up to 40 miles on one Charge 
● Half | full |2 or 3 Day Hire 
● Safety and Security Equipment and Maps
● Route planning (charger on request)
● Gift Vouchers for Experience Days
● E-Bike sales

PRIVATE HIRE | ELECTRIC BIKE HIRE/SALES

Country Hire and GoCountry Hire and Go

countryhireandgo@outlook.com 
www.countryhireandgo.comCall: 07723 054863 

UNIQUE FAT TYRE E-BIKE DELIVERED & 
COLLECTED TO YOUR LOCATION

NO JOURNEY TOO SHORT OR RURAL 
FOR OUR LOCAL CARS  

   AIRPORTS | EVENTS | SCHOOL | APPOINTMENTS | 
   SHOPPING| NIGHTS OUT | ALL DAY EXCURSIONS

● Female Drivers, Safe and Professional 
● Personalised Travel
● Luxury 4 Passenger Vehicles, Pet Friendly 
● No Late/Early Rates, 24/7 Service 

(*subject to availability)



Felling - Reductions - Thinning - Stump Grinding
Hedge Cutting - Seasoned Logs

Telephone:01342 850265 / 07747 345815
Email: samthompsontreecare@gmail.com

Sam Thompson
Tree Care

Established 1965

As from January 2021 this school 
will be at High Buckhurst Cottage, 
Mark Beech, offering outdoor fun 

and learning.

Monday to Friday 9-12.15pm. 
Lunch club available until 1.30pm

For further details contact:
Manager: Ms Fiona Baxter 

07722497657
email markbeech-nursery@

hotmail.co.uk
Mrs Ann Roberts-Cleve 

01342 850403



T. Allman
Butchers Limited
High Class Family Butcher

49 High Street, Edenbridge  
Tel: 01732 863214

Home-killed meat
Free local delivery

YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER

CARS EDENBRIDGE50 Y
E

A
R

S

01732 863800
50 Y

E
A

R
S

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY,
7 DAYS A WEEK ON PRE-BOOKINGS

The Kiosk,
Station Approach,

Edenbridge
TN8 5LP

www.relyoncars.co.uk

PRIVATE HIRE l COURIER SERVICE
AIRPORTS

WEDDINGS l ACCOUNT WORK
MINIBUSES l LUXURY VEHICLES

4-8 SEATERS AVAILABLE l SCHOOL RUNS

DRIVERSWANTED
DRIVERS

WANTED



Please call (01892) 871139
Email: david.james@dajames.com

Accountancy Service
Local, Professional and Friendly

Accounts
Payroll/PAYE

Self Assessment tax returns
VAT

Book-keeping
Accounting/Consultancy advice
No matter how big or small, with over 
20 years' experience, I can provide you 

with a local service tailored to your needs.

David James
9 Dukes Meadow

Chiddingstone Causeway
Tonbridge, TN11 8LW

Four Elms Farm  
Livery 

•  60x20m floodlit outdoor arena  
– 36x45m indoor arena

•  Solarium/hot/cold washdown
•  Car and lorry parking
•  12’x12’ monarch boxes/rubber matting 

automatic drinkers
•  Club room with oven/microwave/dishwasher
•  Rug washing on site
•  Post and rail fencing
•  Staff living on site – exercise – qualified 

trainer
•  Off road hacking 100 private acres
•  Dressage training with international riders 

and judges
•  Jumping and polework clinics
•  Unaffiliated dressage competitions

Four Elms Farm Livery
Pootings Road

Four Elms
Kent TN8 6PH 

Mobile 07771 634995 or 07730 038747 



 

Unit 12, Gaza Trading Estate, Hildenborough, Kent TN11 8PL 

01732 463256 

SALES SERVICING 

AGA REFURBISHMENT 

RANGE COOKERS BOILERS 

WOOD STOVES SOLAR PANELS 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING 

GROUND & AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS HOT WATER CYLINDERS 

PLUMBING 

WATER TANKS OIL TANKS 

office@pegrum.net 

GAS LPG OIL SOLID FUEL 

 

 

FALCONHURST CRICKET CLUB, MARKBEECH 
www.falconhurstcc.co.uk 

The Club was founded in 1854 and cricket has been played here ever since. If 
you are looking for a friendly cricket club to play for – all ages and abilities 
welcomed – please contact Club Captain Rob McAllister:  

07884 483855 or email: captain@falconhurstcc.co.uk. 

There are also training sessions and matches for under-11 cricketers, please 
contact Youth Coach Brian Adcock to register an interest:  

brian.adcock@matrix.gb.com 

Accountancy Service 
Local, Professional and Friendly 

Accounts 
Payroll/PAYE 

Self Assessment tax returns 

VAT 
Book keeping 

Accounting/Consultancy advice 

No matter how big or small, with over 20 years’ experience, I can 
provide you with a local service tailored to your needs. 

Please call 01892 871139 or 07926 379522 
Email: david.james@dajames.com 

David James 
9 Dukes Meadow, Chiddingstone Causeway, 

Tonbridge, TN11 8LW 

 

 Domestic    Commercial    Industrial 

 
Slating/ Tiling/ Flat Roofing 

All Maintenance & Repairs & Property 
Renovations

For Free Estimates & Advice from City and Guilds Qualified Tradesmen 

T: 01732 700353 
M: 07767 893 772 

The Club was founded in 1854 and cricket has been played here ever since. 
If you are looking for a friendly cricket club to play for – all ages and abilities
welcomed – please contact Club Secretary Tom Churton:

07734 311 716 or churtont@gmail.com

Lorna Galbraith Hairdressing
All aspects of hairdressing carried out in the comfort of your own home.

L’Oreal and Vidal Sassoon trained, with over 27 years' experience.
07989 587 931             01732 700 397



HHEEVVEERR  LLAANNDDSSCCAAPPEESS  llttdd  
We offer year-round garden 
management, regular maintenance or a 
one-off garden tidy/clearance. Grass 
cutting, lawn care, hedge-cutting, leaf 
clearing and jet-washing patios. 
Construction of vegetable patches, 
chicken runs, compost bins.  
Commercial contracts. 

We also offer complete landscaping 
projects, such as patios, retaining 
walls, all types of fencing, planting 

schemes, re-seeding and turfing, 
water features, wooden garden 

structures, tree surgery, hedge laying  
and woodland clearance. 

pplleeaassee  pphhoonnee  KKaarrll  oonn 
01892 870520 or 07909 916909 

Est. 1997                   www.heverlandscapes.co.uk 

  
  

01892 740133 or 07909 916909

TEL: 01342 850888

THE ONE STOP SHOP FOR GARDENS, ESTATES, 
SMALLHOLDINGS, EQUESTRIAN, GOLF COURSES & MORE

WILDERNESS FARM

MARK BEECH

EDENBRIDGE

KENT TN8 7LP

LEPPARDS

SALES,SERVICE & PARTS
BEING ONLY AN EMAIL/PHONE CALL AWAY

WE ARE WILLING TO ADVISE, SOURCE 
& HELP

info@leppards.com www.leppards.com

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted



E-mail: causewayjoinery.aol.com
www.causewayjoinery.co.uk

Tel: 01342 850170

Manufacturers of bespoke joinery to the trade and public
for over 35 years

Windows
Doors
Entrance Screens
Staircases
Kitchens

Bi-Folding Door Sets
Stable Doors

Pairs of Doors
Home Media Units
Orangery Joinery

Wine Stores
Bedroom units/

Dressing Rooms
Free Standing or
Built in furniture

MRS S F CARROLL 
M.Ch.S

REGISTERED 
CHIROPODIST/

PODIATRIST 

VISITING PRACTICE 

CHIDDINGSTONE 
HOATH 

Tel: (01342) 850426 

RATS! MICE! COCKROACHES! 
MOLES! SQUIRRELS! 

SURE KILL 

 

Marlpit Hill, Edenbridge, TN8 6JG 
Tel: 01732 863206 

Mobile: 07831 300947 

WASPS! FLEAS! MOTHS! ANTS! 

PEST CONTROL  
 SERVICE 

       Member of NPTA 

CHARTWELL  
the family home of Sir Winston 

Churchill, near Westerham

QUEBEC HOUSE 
Westerham, a charming village 

house, the childhood home 
of General Wolfe 

EMMETTS GARDEN 
the Garden at the top of the Weald, 

near Ide Hill 

All welcome visitors from 
near and far and are 

OPEN MARCH TO NOVEMBER 2012 

NATIONAL TRUST 

   * Chartwell the house is open from 
 10 March to 4 November, Wed−Sun 
 plus Bank Holidays, also Tues in 
 July and August.  
 The gardens, shop, restaurant, 
 studio and exhibition are open every 
 day from 10 March 2012 except 
 Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
 Car park open everyday for 
 countryside walks except 
 Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

* Quebec House  open Wed to Sun, 
 10 March to 4 November plus Bank 
 Holidays. 

   * Emmetts Garden  open Sat –Wed, 
 10 March to 4 November plus Bank 
 Holidays and Good Friday. 

For full details of opening times and events in 2012, please call:  

Chartwell, Mapleton Road, Westerham. TN16 1PS 
Telephone: (01732) 868381 

Email: chartwell@nationaltrust.org.uk 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
Established in 1955 

Members of the National Federation of Builders 
 

Listed Buildings, Conversions,
Extensions, Maintenance

& Repairs
 

W SMITHERS & SONS LTD 
Old Mill Yard  Telephone: 01342 850559 
Cowden Fax: 01342 850981 
Edenbridge Email: colin@wsmithers.co.uk 
Kent TN8 7JJ Website: www.wsmithersandsons.co.uk 

BSC QUALIFIED IN ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR, INSURED AND DBS CHECKED.BSC QUALIFIED IN ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR, INSURED AND DBS CHECKED.
•	 DOG WALKING (NAUGHTY OR SHY DOGS WELCOME)
•	 HOUSE SITTING
•	 PET SITTING (EXPERIENCE WITH FAMILY PETS, 

	  FARM ANIMALS AND EXOTICS)
•	 HOME VISITS WHEN YOU’RE AWAY

FOR MORE INFORMATION & TO BOOK IN YOUR PET CONTACT
KATIE ON 07768 614 577 OR YAPPYDAYSINFO@GMAIL.COM

☎
EDENBRIDGE 862971

R. BENNETT
HEDGE LAYING

FENCING
MOBILE SAW BENCH
HEDGE TRIMMING

GRASS CUTTING
ROTAVATING

CONSERVATION WORK
UNDERTAKEN



01342 851160 / 07930341415
richardamaslen@btinternet .com

www.richardamaslen.co .uk

FINE FURNITURE & 
BESPOKE JOINERYRICHARD A MASLEN

A SELECTION OF INDIVIDUAL OFFICE SUITES

Available to rent on simple flexible tenancy agreements. 
Approached by an attractive private drive, the Hever Business 
Centre is a distinctive and handsome detached building providing 
office suites with plenty of private parking.
Formerly Hever Station, the centre now offers bright 
workspaces with architectural features typical of the Victorian 
railway era.

THE HEVER BUSINESS CENTRE
• All inclusive monthly rent
• Fast broadband availability
• Plenty of private parking
• Suites for 1 – 6 persons 
• Security alarm
• London Bridge (direct) 

42mins
• Flexible tenancies 
• Conference/meeting room
• No VAT

TO FIND OUT MORE:

Please contact  
David Robinson 
01959 563800 
hever@karrison.co.uk

K A R R I S O N
P R O P E R T Y



FUNERAL PLANS FROM

Alex     Jones
Independent Family Funeral Directors

One of the few remaining family-owned, truly independent funeral directors in the area

Peace of mind for you and your family 

Specify your wishes in advance 

Protection against rising funeral costs 

A range of flexible payment options 

Arrange the send off you want

Alex Jones Funeral Directors
29-31 High Street
Edenbridge
TN8 5AD

01732 860047
www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk

We also have funeral homes in; 
Lingfield: 01342 832534
Forest Row: 01342 822399 
Oxted: 01883 730383

£40 M&S 
vouchers 

with every 
plan

Vouchers distributed 30 days after your plan is taken out – contact us for full details.



Imagine
Dry Carpet Cleaning

We have dry cleaned carpets & 
upholstery in 100’s of homes 

“no soggy carpets or wet dog smell in your home”

We also clean...

You will        our 

dry cleaning system !

• Spills & spots - gone
• Smells & odours - removed  
• Deep cleans & lifts carpet pile - like new
FREE spot & stain remover with every clean

Leather & Fabric  
with super fast drying 

Upholstery

Tiles inc Grout • Stone 
Karndean & Amtico 

Before After

Hard Floors with Anti Slip Coating

Sandless Wooden 
Floor Restoration

Wooden Floors

zerodrytime.com

Locally based
   You can call Chris on

  01732 387046

Get Main Room Cleaned      save 
on all further rooms + Free Stain Guard

50%

Sofa and chair cleaning

TMImagine
Dry Carpet Cleaning
“No soggy carpets or wet dog smell in your home”
Dry Cleaned and ready for immediate use

Get Main Room Cleaned 
save

  50%on all further rooms +Free Stain Guard

 Spills & Spots - GONE
 Smells & Odours - REMOVED
 Leaves your carpet fresh and clean!
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NHS non-Emergency 111
East Surrey Hospital 01737 768511
Maidstone Hospital 01622 729000
Princess Royal University Hospital (PRUH)
 01689 863000
Tunbridge Wells Hospital 01892 823535

Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Sevenoaks Council 01732 227000
Tandridge Council 01883 722000
Tonbridge & Malling Council 01732 844522
Tunbridge Wells Council 01892 526121

Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Electric Emergency 0800 404090

Emergency 999
Police non-emergency 101

NSPCC (help & advice) 0808 800500
RSPCA (cruelty & advice) 0300 123499
Samaritans 0847 9090909

Local family run business
Call Chris to arrange a free quotation

01732 387046
or  07770 806512
 info@zerodrytimekent.co.uk

     www.zdtcleaning.co.uk

Tile & Grout cleaning

Karndean & Amtico cleaning Dry Carpet cleaningDry Carpet cleaning

Local family run business
Call Chris or Mark to arrange a free quotation
01732 387046 or  
07827 580012
info@zerodrytimekent.co.uk | www.zdtcleaning.co.uk

Dry Carpet Cleaning
Say NO to wet carpets
  Spills & Spots - GONE
  Smells & Odours - REMOVED
  Upto 85% of dust & 

allergens - REMOVED
  Child and pet safe

TMImagine
Dry Carpet Cleaning
“No soggy carpets or wet dog smell in your home”
Dry Cleaned and ready for immediate use

Get Main Room Cleaned 
save

  50%on all further rooms +Free Stain Guard

 Spills & Spots - GONE
 Smells & Odours - REMOVED
 Leaves your carpet fresh and clean!
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NHS non-Emergency 111
East Surrey Hospital 01737 768511
Maidstone Hospital 01622 729000
Princess Royal University Hospital (PRUH)
 01689 863000
Tunbridge Wells Hospital 01892 823535

Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Sevenoaks Council 01732 227000
Tandridge Council 01883 722000
Tonbridge & Malling Council 01732 844522
Tunbridge Wells Council 01892 526121

Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Electric Emergency 0800 404090

Emergency 999
Police non-emergency 101

NSPCC (help & advice) 0808 800500
RSPCA (cruelty & advice) 0300 123499
Samaritans 0847 9090909

Local family run business
Call Chris to arrange a free quotation

01732 387046
or  07770 806512
 info@zerodrytimekent.co.uk

     www.zdtcleaning.co.uk

www.rockportcleaning.co..uk | info@rockportcleaning.co.uk

Call Chris to arrange a free quotation



Now taking bookings for 2022

Daren Wood
C H I M N E Y  S W E E P

Clean and efficient,
friendly service - pots

and cowls fitted

Telephone: 01959 564263
Mobile: 07885 059023

member of
Independent Affiliation

of Chimney Sweeps



A fun, friendly tennis club 
with two fantastic all weather 

courts located on the beautiful 
Chiddingstone Sports ground. 

New members always 
welcome. 

For all enquiries contact 
Adam: 

tyrrelladam1@gmail.com 0776 
964 2590



If you need help with shopping, prescriptions, posting 

letters etc please call the editors (see page 21 for 

numbers) or the churchwardens (see page 16) or call any 

of the following. We would all be very happy to help.

Laura Palmer – 01732 864257
Jane Hall – 01732 862569
Laura Hands – 07792 167 470 (based in Hever)
Beverley Thomas – 07855 968 006 (based in Edenbridge)
Toria Corcoran – 07885 491 893 (based in Edenbridge)
Andrea Hayto – 07766 503 062 based in Four Elms)
Sophie Fraser – 07793 464 705 
Amy Hurlstone – 07982 996 642
Emma Short – 07985 047 746 (based in Four Elms)
Cheryl Small – 07795 841 178
Caroline Crooks – 07887 505 409
Four Elms Helpers 01732 700247

You can also email thelink@hever.org or hra@hever.org

or fevhlunch@btinternet.com

Are you self isolating? Do you need help?

Don’t forget Go2 bus services if you are considering transport 
options, for instance, to the Sevenoaks Medical Centre for 
vaccinations. You can request a bus from a bus stop near 
you to the Fire Station in Sevenoaks which is next door to the 
Medical Centre. The bus should be at your chosen stop within 
30 minutes. Fares vary but all adults pay £6.50 each way for any 
journey over 8 miles. To use the service you first need to register 
using the Go2 Sevenoaks app or by phoning 01732 463 964.


