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In this issue:• Keeping bees• �Squirrels, red, grey and now white
• Boleyns back at Hever• Hever Hort show report• The writing on the wall• �Magnificent new house for Four Elms   ...and much more



E-mail: causewayjoinery.aol.com
www.causewayjoinery.co.uk

Tel: 01342 850170

Manufacturers of bespoke joinery to the trade and public
for over 35 years
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VISITING PRACTICE 

CHIDDINGSTONE 
HOATH 

Tel: (01342) 850426 

RATS! MICE! COCKROACHES! 
MOLES! SQUIRRELS! 

SURE KILL 

 

Marlpit Hill, Edenbridge, TN8 6JG 
Tel: 01732 863206 

Mobile: 07831 300947 

WASPS! FLEAS! MOTHS! ANTS! 

PEST CONTROL  
 SERVICE 

       Member of NPTA 

CHARTWELL  
the family home of Sir Winston 

Churchill, near Westerham

QUEBEC HOUSE 
Westerham, a charming village 

house, the childhood home 
of General Wolfe 

EMMETTS GARDEN 
the Garden at the top of the Weald, 

near Ide Hill 

All welcome visitors from 
near and far and are 

OPEN MARCH TO NOVEMBER 2012 

NATIONAL TRUST 

   * Chartwell the house is open from 
 10 March to 4 November, Wed−Sun 
 plus Bank Holidays, also Tues in 
 July and August.  
 The gardens, shop, restaurant, 
 studio and exhibition are open every 
 day from 10 March 2012 except 
 Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 
 Car park open everyday for 
 countryside walks except 
 Christmas Eve and Christmas Day. 

* Quebec House  open Wed to Sun, 
 10 March to 4 November plus Bank 
 Holidays. 

   * Emmetts Garden  open Sat –Wed, 
 10 March to 4 November plus Bank 
 Holidays and Good Friday. 

For full details of opening times and events in 2012, please call:  

Chartwell, Mapleton Road, Westerham. TN16 1PS 
Telephone: (01732) 868381 

Email: chartwell@nationaltrust.org.uk 

BUILDING CONTRACTORS 
Established in 1955 

Members of the National Federation of Builders 
 

Listed Buildings, Conversions,
Extensions, Maintenance

& Repairs
 

W SMITHERS & SONS LTD 
Old Mill Yard  Telephone: 01342 850559 
Cowden Fax: 01342 850981 
Edenbridge Email: colin@wsmithers.co.uk 
Kent TN8 7JJ Website: www.wsmithersandsons.co.uk 

BSC QUALIFIED IN ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR, INSURED AND DBS CHECKED.BSC QUALIFIED IN ANIMAL BEHAVIOUR, INSURED AND DBS CHECKED.
•	 DOG WALKING (NAUGHTY OR SHY DOGS WELCOME)
•	 HOUSE SITTING
•	 PET SITTING (EXPERIENCE WITH FAMILY PETS, 

	  FARM ANIMALS AND EXOTICS)
•	 HOME VISITS WHEN YOU’RE AWAY

FOR MORE INFORMATION & TO BOOK IN YOUR PET CONTACT
KATIE ON 07768 614 577 OR YAPPYDAYSINFO@GMAIL.COM

☎
EDENBRIDGE 862971

R. BENNETT
HEDGE LAYING

FENCING
MOBILE SAW BENCH
HEDGE TRIMMING

GRASS CUTTING
ROTAVATING

CONSERVATION WORK
UNDERTAKEN



I remember the day, years ago, when a school friend gave me a 
handful of pods with a lovely exotic smell. The exciting thing was 
that you could burst them and the shiny black seeds popped 
satisfyingly and exploded into the garden. Soon our tiny London 
garden was overwhelmed by a thicket of beautiful pink Himalayan 
balsam - which my mother spent the next few years eradicating. 

It has been illegal to plant balsam or introduce it into the wild since 
1981 but the stable door was shut rather too late as it has been 
causing problems ever since it was introduced to Kew Gardens 
from Kashmir in 1839. Helen Pidd of the Guardian calls balsam “the 
playboy of the horticultural world” as few plants can spread their 
seeds like it; when ripe they can land up to 7m (23 feet) away. With 
each plant able to produce about 800 seeds, it can dominate an 
area after one season. It doesn’t need much light and will grow in 
a wide range of habitats, shading out other plants, so when it dies 
back in autumn its destructive legacy lives on, leaving waterways 
bare and vulnerable to erosion.  And this is all very true of the banks 
of the Eden at this time of year.

Many environmental charities, including the South East Rivers Trust, 
call for “balsam bashing” volunteers to fight back, and indeed the 
only good thing about Himalayan balsam, apart from its soothing 
name, is that it is satisfyingly easy to pull up by the roots.  But don’t 
touch it now because the seeds are ready to pop and you will 
probably help those wicked projectiles on their journey. Lie in wait 
until the spring and attack then…..

 Joanna Wade

Welcome to the September Link 
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Wellington and Waffle my two 
crazy dogs
My name is Zara, aged six, and I 
am going to tell you about my two 
crazy dogs. They are called Waffle 
(springerpoo) and Wellington (springer 
spaniel).  Waffle has brown curly 
hair and a long tail which 
he often uses as a whip. 
Wellington on the other hand 
is dashing and handsome 
and my neighbours say 
he is so clever that if he 
was human he would be a 
professor.   They are not the 
sort of dogs you would take 
out for an afternoon stroll in 
a crowded place as they run 
so fast and can sniff out a 
picnic a country mile away. 

My favourite times with 
Wellington and Waffle have 
been during home schooling 
and I have loved sitting in 
their dog baskets reading to 
them by the Aga.   And they 
are rather handy at a game 
of tennis particularly when 
I whack the ball over the 
court and they fetch the ball 
for me or sometimes they just run off 
with the ball which is rather annoying. 

My dogs are also my mum’s running 
partners and I see her being pulled 
up the hills and down the hills at a 

hundred miles per hour.  The dogs love 
this activity with my mum and it makes 
me laugh lots watching the dogs 
taking her for a run!!!

I love Wellington and Waffle very much 
and I was so proud to enter them into 
the Four Elms Dog Show but the only 
problem I had was that Waffle won’t 

go anywhere without Wellington or my 
mum.   As a result I was pulled through 
the middle of the ring at a gallop and 
we still won first prize which remains a 
mystery to me.   

Zara Hodson-Morris.

pet of the month
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When I started beekeeping 11 years 
ago I knew nothing of the craft. But 
I’d always adored honey – especially 
those jars of thick granular perfumed 
honey with a white skim on top 
sent as emergency rations to my 
Sussex boarding school by my aunt 
Elizabeth in the 1950s. Elizabeth had 
learnt amateur beekeeping from her 
father, born in 1879. When she finally 
stopped beekeeping, after many years, 
all her old Edwardian equipment 
was consigned to a disused 
chicken shed.

In 1988, or thereabouts, 
Elizabeth bequeathed this 
equipment, some of it made 
useless by the dreaded wax 
moth, to her niece Carol. My 
sister Carol, 11 years my senior, 
likes nothing better than to 
mend things and soon the old 
hives and frames were firmed 
up and repainted, scorched with 
a blow-torch and once again made 
ready for bees. Elizabeth passed on 
her knowledge. ‘The bees know best, 
interfere as little as possible!’

Twenty years later, Carol, who lives 
next door to us down a farm lane on 
the outskirts of Brasted Chart, had 
become an accomplished meticulous 
beekeeper whose honey (like that 
of Elizabeth) has won prizes at the 
annual competition of our Westerham 
bee club. But now, in spring and late 
summer, she needed help lifting off the 
heavy frames of capped honey. Would 
I like to try my hand at beekeeping…? 

And so it began. 

In 2010 in dead of winter I drove 
to Hildenborough and took a 
start-to-finish evening course on 
basic beekeeping given by Master 
Beekeeper John Hendrie. I noted 
the finer points of bee anatomy, a 
catalogue of bee diseases, how bees 
produce wax, the gestation period of 
queens, drones and worker bees, the 
cycle of the bee year, how to make a 
brood and a honey frame, and much 
more – all of which I promptly forgot.

It was only when I started to examine 
brood frames and spotted eggs and 
larvae, and saw (and killed) my first 
wax moth, and had been stung a 
few times by disgruntled bees, and 
finally caught and marked (with blue 
nail varnish) a queen bee, and begun 
to go to summer meetings at the 
apiaries of other local beekeepers, 
and had helped out at the big bee 
tent at the South of England Show, 
that all of what John Hendrie had so 
meticulously explained began slowly to 
make sense.

what I do
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The beekeeping practised by Carol 
and me is not particularly ‘scientific’ 
and is guided largely by the advice 
of our aunt. ‘The bees usually sort 
themselves out’ – as they’ve been 
doing for many millennia. This year, 
however, we’ve had the foresight to 
take on Chris, a mature and most 
promising apprentice. He now kindly 
undertakes much of the heavy lifting – 
and has introduced us to the mysteries 
of computer spread-sheet record-
keeping.

John Pym
Photograph by Lexie Giarraputo-Pym

FOR SALE
Dawes Kalahari 21-speed ladies 
bike in excellent condition. 
Reflectors, rear luggage rack, bottle 
holder and bell. £50. 

Cornilleau Sport 440 outdoor table 
tennis table in good condition. 
Needs minor part. Includes 4 bats 
and balls. £100 ono.

Contact Sue 07788 411127 for more 
details.

Hever Castle and, mainly, 
Penshurst Place feature in this 
new BBC2 mini-series aired in 
the second half of August and 
available on iPlayer.  Penshurst 
is a popular location because of 
its extraordinarily well-preserved 
interiors and was also a set for 

Wolf Hall. It is said that Henry VIII 
used the house as a convenient 
spot from which to ride over to 
Hever whilst courting Anne.  This 
was after he had conveniently 
executed its owner, the Duke of 
Buckingham, for treason in 1521 
and taken possession of the 

house. Penshurst went 

to Anne of Cleeves as 
part of the divorce 
settlement and then 
Edward VI gave it to Sir 
William Sidney his tutor 
whose family has been 
there ever since. 

The Boleyns - a scandalous family
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After more than a year away, Hever 
Rose and Horticultural Society 
bounced joyfully back onto the 
scene with a very successful 
Flower and Vegetable Summer 
show.  

There were 189 entries from more than 
20 participants and everybody enjoyed 
the exhibits, the teas - and just seeing 
one another again.

Sue Harvey won the Rosemary 
Bayford cup for the best floral exhibit 
and Jane Rosam, the Penman cup in 
the vegetable classes. Emma Scott 
excelled in the domestic classes and 
Doug Bowern picked up a couple of 
cups in diverse classes - much to his 
embarrassment (I am definitely too 
embarrassed to say that I won the 
Tolfree photography cup).  

But the run-away victor was Norman 
Greenaway who was awarded four 
cups, including the Russell challenge 
cup for the best exhibit of dahlias in 
the show. Norman has been winning 
dahlia prizes for over 30 years which is 
a magnificent achievement!

Many thanks to the committee for all 
their hard work in getting the show 
back on the road and in particular 
to Chair Doug Bowern and Show 
Secretary Jan Tolfree without whom 
we would not have had such a lovely 
afternoon. 

Joanna Wade

The Summer Show

The tomato class

Sue Harvey’s floral entry

Norman Greenaway with his four cups
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Hello folks and hello Snowy
How nice to meet you again 
through this forum, but now on a 
completely different subject – and 
yet still talking about nature.

We have the pleasure to read about 
our neighbours’ pets but 
I, unfortunately, do not 
have one and so make 
all the creatures that visit 
Rose Cottage my little pets 
(including the blackbirds 
that steal our strawberries 
and raspberries as soon as 
they are ripe). That was until 
we spotted a pure white, 
albino squirrel in the garden 
stealing unripe strawberries 
and then doing yoga on 
the shed roof, enjoying 
the few sunny days we 
had throughout spring and 
summer. 

We nicknamed him ‘Snowy’. Although 
annoyed that we probably would not 
have any strawberries – which proved 
to be true – we were delighted with 
such a rare view. Then we discovered 
that Snowy wasn’t really ‘our’ pet, he 
was also visiting St. Nicholas Cottage 
and probably Bayleaf Hall as well, and 
who knows who else. Thus, between 
Jane and myself we thought Snowy 
was a village pet and should feature in 
The Link. 

Albinism is a rare condition, apparently 
only one in 100,000 squirrels are born 
albino: completely white fur, and pink/
red eyes. And yet more than 200 have 
been spotted in southern England 

including Sussex, Kent, Surrey and 
London (Michael Howie, Evening 
Standard 24 January 2021). We 
spotted Snowy back in early Spring, 
but the latest news about albino 
squirrels in Kent came as recently 
as early Summer (Megan Carr, Kent 
Online 24 June 2021).

Now, personally, I 
don’t believe the 
one spotted back in 
June in Walderslade 
is the same animal 
hence this question: 
Are albino squirrels 
less rare than we 
think them to be, or 
is the grey squirrel 
population growing 
so fast that we 
are spotting those 
‘rarities’ more often? 

It is a valid question because the white 
fur of an albino squirrel makes them 
more vulnerable to predators - and 
we have spotted loads of these over 
Hever recently, such as red kites and 
buzzards. 

Yet Snowy is doing very well indeed 
in Hever, thank you very much! He 
hasn’t visit Rose Cottage for weeks 
– no more strawberries available you 
see? But it is constantly spotted, 
and photographed, in St. Nicholas 
Cottage: he feeds on nuts, does some 
gym and stretches – to keep himself 
fit, obviously – and has so much 
self-confidence he performs for the 
camera. 

Love from
Ana Claudia & Jane.
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I wonder what Hever church 
looked like before the Victorians 
had a go at it?  

In their devoted but rather arrogant 
way they raised the floor level in the 
chancel, making Thomas Bullen look 
as if he was sinking, and whitewashed 
the walls, thus destroying forever any 
remaining traces of wall paintings.  Or 
so it seemed…… luckily the Victorians 
left us a tiny ancient gem of a wall 
painting amidst a sea of new bright 
white distemper.

As with all old churches, unpeeling 
the layers of the historical onion is 
difficult.  This thirteenth century church 
followed the medieval fashion and 
displayed bright latin texts all over its 
walls but, in time, the rectors started, 
or were pushed into, making texts 
more accessible to their congregations 
which meant that the old paintings 
were covered with something more 
modern. It was once thought that 
our fragment had been painted in the 
1530s in a translation by the then-
rector Nicholas Heath but the restorer 
believes the text to be near that of 
the great King James Bible of 1611. 
Contrary to the view of the church 
guide, the text is rather more fearsome 
than “man cannot live by bread alone” 
and warns against money lending. It is 
from Ezekiel 18:13 and says [erased 
words in square brackets]:

[Hath given] forth upon [usury, and
hath ta]ken increase: [shall he then live?
he sh]all not live: he [hath done all
t]hese abominations; [he shall surely die
by death; his blood shall be upon him]

Hard on the heels of the painting came 
the splendid pulpit, erected on the 
south wall of the nave. It’s provenance 
is inscribed on it : “Fear God, Honer 
the Kg. Anthony Brooker Henry 
Lottenden Churchwardens 1621”.  All 
very well, but ten years or less after 
the painting was finished, Anthony and 
Henry plonked the pulpit in front of it, 
obscuring our fragment for 270 years, 
and saving its life.  Back to 1894 - 
the pulpit was moved to its present 
location and there it was!  Victorian 
abominations have their uses.

Before and after
 the latest successful rescue by the Friends of St Peter’s
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More than 100 years later, the time 
had come to restore the painting which 
Thomas Organ of Arte Conservation 
says is “secco” (paint on dry plaster) 
as opposed to fresco (painting into 
damp plaster) and a little powdery but 
in a stable condition. They cleaned off 
the dirt, stabilised the paint, injected 
grout into some gaps and produced 
a fine result.  What isn’t explained is 
how the pulpit could have fitted onto 
the south wall between the window 
and  the door which used to lead to 
the priest’s opening above the rood 
screen, the available gap seems 
impossibly narrow but perhaps after 
the screen, which separated the nave 
and the chancel, was taken down no 
one minded that the door didn’t open. 
A mystery yet to be solved. 

Well done the Friends of St. Peter’s. 
If you would like to join or make a 
donation please contact Mandy 
Yarnold 01342 850028 The minimum 
annual subscription is £15. 

Joanna Wade

MARKBEECH TALENT SHOW
Do you, a group of friends, your child, your family and even your pet 

have a special talent? Video it (ideal length 1-3 minutes) and email to 

markbeechcommunity@gmail.com. Entries will be shared on @mark_

beech_community private Instagram. Please “follow” the account to be 

able to view and “like” the entries: top videos played at Harvest Supper 

on 1st October, Markbeech Village Hall.

Amazing (or just-for-fun) entries welcome from groups and single people!

Videos may be submitted from now.  Closing Date: 25th September

As restored
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New house in 
Four Elms

Willerby Landscapes have 
very kindly provided a new 
duck house for the pond 
at Four Elms . This was 
launched in August by 
Scotty and the ducks will 
move in when ready!

Thanks to Willerby and 
Scotty.

Falconhurst Cricket Club
Fixtures September

Sunday 5th Sep v Southborough (Away)
Saturday 11th Sep v Speldhurst (Away)
Sunday 12th Sep v Withyham (Home)

Saturday 18th Sep v Fordcombe (Away)
Saturday 25th Sep v Four Elms (Away)

Sunday 26th Sep v Chiddingstone (Home)
all 1pm start

Edenbridge U3A
If you are retired or semi-retired, 
follow interests and hobbies into old 
age by joining Edenbridge U3A for 
£20 a year, have fun and make new 
friends, enjoy a monthly speaker 
meetings on the last Wednesday 
2pm at Crockham Hill village hall, 
and join any number of the 60 very 
diverse groups set up by members. 

University of the Third Age is nothing 
like University though some groups 
will stretch your minds and bodies!

View our website for all the 
information you need www.
edenbridgeu3a.co.uk or call me, 
Christine Byrne with questions 
01732 862999 or 07741 460500.
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On 29th June 2021 the Cowden, 
Hartfield and District branch 
met for the first time since the 
pandemic began, to celebrate 
our Branch Centenary and one 
hundred years of comradeship and 
support. 

Our Branch Life President, Simon 
Bland KCVO presented the Centenary 
Pennant to the Standard and 
led the celebrations by cutting a 
commemorative cake.  The reception 
was hosted by our Branch President, 
Ann Cleeve MBE and Chairman, 
Andrew Izod. Presentations were also 
made to Toby Castle, Youth Member, 
who was appointed Deputy Branch 
Standard Bearer, and to James Castle 

who was presented with a Royal 
British Legion Centenary Award for 
Passion.

As a branch we always welcome new 
members. Anyone over 11 years old 
may join. You do not have to have a 
service background. 

For further details please contact the 
Secretary on 07766 747 601. or
CowdenHartfield.Secretary@rbl.
community 
You can also follow us on Facebook at  
Cowden, Hartfield and District Branch 
- Royal British Legion     
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I am totally overwhelmed by the 
kindness and generosity of all my 
friends in the Benefice. I am not 
easily lost for words, as many of 
you will know, but I am having 
significant difficulty 
finding the words to 
express my gratitude for 
the wonderful leaving 
present that I have been 
given.

The painting of St 
Peter’s church is 
beautiful. It will be the 
perfect reminder of the 
38 years that I have lived 
here and the huge part 
played by the church in 
giving me such a wide circle of friends 
and so many happy, social occasions.
From the amazing cheque which I 
received I shall buy a new record(!) 
player. I still have a large collection of 
records from Verdi to Elvis, 33s, 45s 
and even come 78s. I really can’t bear 
to bin them in favour of CDs.

I also want to make a donation to a new 
charity for homeless people. Its called 
StreetVet and provides veterinary care to 
the dogs of homeless people. It now has 
a scheme to provide support to hostels to 
accept resident’s dogs. So many remain 
on the streets because they cannot bear 

to be parted from their 
pets. I am sure that we 
can well understand that. 
Those of us who have 
dogs know how precious 
is our relationship with 
them. For so many their 
dog is all they have. So 
who knows how far your 
wonderful generosity will 
reach.

I have so much to thank everyone for; 
for friendship, hospitality, support, great 
kindness and much laughter. What a 
special place this is. No wonder my life 
here has been so happy.

For information on StreetVet accredited 
hostel scheme email info@streetvet.org.uk

From Ellie Heard

Una Higgs’s Charlie
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Hever Parish Council 
The council resumes its regular 
meetings in September after the 
summer break.  The next meeting is in 
Markbeech Village Hall at 7.30pm on 7 
September, preceded by the planning 
committee meeting at 7.  Everyone is 
welcome.  

The Council’s main activity over the 
summer has been to conclude its 
public consultation into the proposed 
affordable housing development 
behind the garden centre in Four Elms. 
Although there was much interest 
from potential tenants, the majority 
of the community was against the 
scheme and so it will not proceed. 
Future proposals may gain support as 
the objective is to provide affordable 
housing ring-fenced for local people 
and, meanwhile, if you are looking for 
somewhere to live do contact Alison 
at English Rural Housing Association 
(Alison.thompson@englishrural.org.uk) 
as she may be able to help.

A minority of the very vocal opposition 
to the scheme made allegations 
against council members which were 
distressing and unfair and Parish 
Council chair, John Hodson writes as 
follows:

“In light of what happened in relation 
to the Affordable Housing proposal 
in Four Elms I thought it would be 
appropriate to share the article sent 
out in July by The National Association 
of Local Councils.

“Civility and respect should be at 
the heart of public life and good 
governance is fundamental to ensuring 
an effective and well-functioning 
democracy at all levels.

The intimidation, abuse, bullying and 
harassment of councillors, professional 
officers and staff, in person or online, 
is totally unacceptable; whether that 
is by councillors, professional officers, 
staff or members of the public.

This can prevent councils from 
functioning effectively, councillors from 
representing local people, discourage 
people from getting involved including 
standing for election, and undermine 
public confidence and trust in local 
democracy.”

Your council is made up of local 
people giving their time freely to help 
the best they can to improve our local 
communities. The council needs your 
support and perhaps you may even 
consider offering your services!

If you disagree with what the council 
does or proposes then make your 
views known but don’t attack the 
council members personally.”

Christina Dival
Clerk and Financial Officer

Hever Parish Council
clerk@hever.org
www.hever.org
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The starting pistol has been fired on the 
annual budget setting process at the 
District Council!  A curious exercise, 
you might think, given the much-
vaunted ten-year budget – still unique 
in local government.  However, whilst 
that provides stability and a degree of 
certainty, the world continues to change, 
as the past eighteen months have so 
dramatically shown.  Knowledge of our 
financial position in 2031/32 allows us 
the freedom to worry less about the day 
to day, and, instead, to focus on the 
strategic and longer term.

The theme of last year’s budget was, 
unsurprisingly, survival.  Twelve months 
earlier one of the tasks I set colleagues, 
in my capacity as Portfolio Holder 
for Finance & Investment, was to 
consider marginal gains, the concept 
– popularised in elite sport – that small 
improvements in every aspect of an 
organisation’s performance adds up to 
significant change.

This year the topic is risk.

Broadly speaking we practise risk 
management every day of our lives, 
driving a car being the most common 
example. In business too – nothing 
ventured, nothing gained. Still, in our 
public bodies and general outlook, 
it’s something with which we remain 
uncomfortable as a country. Indeed, 
when we refer to a proposition as being 
risky, the implication is it should be 
avoided. What’s interesting is that this is 
born not of either an academic or applied 
understanding of risk, rather a cultural 
aversion.

Although opportunities carry with them 
risk – and embracing risk can present 
opportunities – what is vital is not that 
they be avoided but that we approach 
them properly. After all that is, in no small 
part, the difference between investment 
and speculation. Nevertheless, it is the 
case that in an age in which decision 
makers and commentators alike so 
often make judgements based on how 
something makes us feel, it requires a 
degree of clinical analysis of data and 
evidence with which few are comfortable 
or even conversant. Sevenoaks District 
Council has a long history of judiciously 
applying these principles.

I’ve written and spoken before about 
threats to the status quo. It seems to 
me important that rather than adopting 
a head in the sand approach, we should 
approach them with an open and curious 
mind so they can be better understood 
and informed action taken.

That’s what we’ve done in the past – 
most significantly when we were the 
first council to become independent of 
government grant, having concluded the 
risk of not acting was greater than the 
risk of changing tack – it’s an approach 
praised by our auditors, and it’s the only 
sure way of ensuring your District Council 
remains fit in the face of flux to serve us 
all for decades to come.

Matthew Dickins  
District Councillor for Cowden & Hever

Sevenoaks District Council, Argyle Road, 
Sevenoaks, Kent, TN13 1HG

cllr.dickins@sevenoaks.gov.uk 
07910 328 110

district council news
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 to add your company email the Editors. 
Just £25 per annum

Accommodation
Edenbridge Manor Care Home, residential, dementia and respite care 01732 492282
Agricultural Engineers
Leppards 	 plant and machinery hire and more 	 01342 850888
Bookkeeping
David James 	 accountancy services 	 01892 871 139
Southworth & Co 	 accounting services and software 	 01732 700 670
Building & Design Services
Albourne roofing 	 slating, tiling, flat roofing, repairs 	 01732 700 353
Causeway Joinery	 bespoke joinery for the public and trade	 01342 850170
Clare Elizabeth 	 painting and decorating 	 0777 5328781
G Moss 	 joiner & builder 	 07778 440 644
Jem Pickard 	 painting and decorating 07850 371558 or 01732 863062
M & M Walker 	 painting & decorating, plumbing, heating 	07774 218 684
Richard A Maslen 	  Fine furniture and bespoke joinery         07930 341 415
W Smithers & Sons 	 listed building, conversions, extensions,	 01342 850 559
Cleaning
Housecleans 	 cleaning, ironing 	 01959 532 223
Rockport Cleaning 	 d	ry carpet & upholstery cleaners 	 01732 387 046
Commercial Property
Hever Business Centre Office Suites - Karrison Property 	 01959 563800 
Hever Castle Golf club - modern office space to let 	 01732 701006
Dog grooming and walking
Amy’s Top Dog Grooming - dog grooming - Amy  	 0792 3351299
Yappy Days 	 dog walking and pet sitting – Katie 	 07768 614577
Wash n blow, dogs to go – dog grooming - Chris: 	 01892 740170/07736 484184
Education
Markbeech Nursery 	 for children 2-5 years	  01342 850403
Chiddingstone Nursery
School 	 for children 2-5 years 	 01892 871315
Equestrian	 	
Four Elms Farm Livery			   07771 634995
Fitness 
Hever Castle Golf Club 	 golf course 	 01732 701017 
Chiddingstones’ Tennis Club 	 0776 964 2590 
Falconhurst Cricket Club 	 cricket and training sessions                     07771 892762
Pilates by Lorna at Four Elms and Ide Hill village halls                          07747 628993
Smart Nutrition and Fitness  personal training for midlife women 
  and beyond 			   0771 8588847

business directory
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Funeral Services
Alex Jones 	 funeral directors & monumental masons 01732 860047
Gardening and landscaping
APF Trees, 	 tree surgery and garden maintenance     07786 884924
Hever Landscapes 	 for all your garden projects 	 01892 740133
French’s Fencing 	 gates, automation, fencing 
	 supply & fitting 	 0779 5551436
R. Bennett 	 hedges, fencing, grass cutting 	 01732 862971
Thompson Tree Care Ltd, tree surgery, tree felling, hedge cutting        07747345815 
Health
Emma Darthuy 
Chartered physiotherapist	 home physio visit, pilates classes 	 07771 925346
Paul Marro 	 Cognitive Hypnotherapy 
	 www.htheraphy.co.uk	 01732 808211
Step by Step 	 foot health practice 	 07786 038149
Hairdressing
Lorna Galbraith 	 hairdressing in your own home 	 07989 587931
Home services
Andy Sayers 	 electrical services 	
	 maintenance and repairs 	 07836 256146
Daren Wood                      Chimney sweep, pots and cowls fitted 	01959 564263
Pegrum 	 fuels, boilers, plumbing,
	 solar panels, water/oil tanks	 01732 463256
Sure Kill 	 pest control services 	 01732 863206
IT
My IT Wizard Ltd	 Computer problem solving	  07779 285839
MR Computing computer repairs in your home, no call out charge 	 01732 590077
Local Produce
Allman Butchers 	 meat & groceries 	 01732 863214 or 700288
Falconhurst Farm Shop and deli 	 01342 850172
Travel, Taxis and bike hire
Country Hire and Go, 	 electric bike hire and local taxi service     07723054863
Stuart Rieman 	 luxury passenger car service 	 01883 715 037
Relyon Cars 	 local taxi company 	 01732 863 800
Venue Hire and Weddings
Falconhurst Weddings 	 01342 850526



16

If you would like to choose a 
hymn or song for our Songs 
of Praise at Four Elms on the 
evening of 19th September and 
are prepared to introduce it at 
the service, please get in touch 
with Simon.

The new normal means that 
our weekly Bible study will 
continue on Zoom at 6.00pm 
on Mondays restarting on 6th 
September but we hope to meet 
occasionally in person. Zoom 
Evening prayer on Thursdays 
at 6.00pm restarts on 2nd 
September and we will meet in 
person on 30th September at 
Four Elms. For details of both 
please contact Simon.

Please contact any of us if you 
would like prayer or to talk to 
someone during this time or any 
other help including obtaining 
text versions of the above 
services or having them read 
over the phone.

Priest-in-charge	
Revd.Simon Braid 
07802 809849  and 
simonbraid@icloud.com

Wardens		
Hever
Mandy Yarnold 
01342 850028		
Four Elms
Christina Hodson
01732 700247
Richard Bennett 
01732 862971
Markbeech
Nicki Talbot 
01342 850526
Marielou Linklater 
01342 850579
Administrator
Ana Roxburgh 
beneficeemail@gmail.com

Covid restrictions are lifted although we 
continue to proceed with care. 

All three churches are open during the 
day and details of services are below and 
also at https://threespires.wordpress.
com/2021/06/08/our-next-service/

Church in September

Date & time Service details Readings Sunday

5 Sept 10am Holy Communion St.Paul’s Four 
Elms

James 2:1-10; 14-17
Mark 7:24-37

Trinity 
14 & 
Climate 
Sunday

12 Sept 10am Eucharist Holy Trinity Markbeech James 3:1-12
Mark 8:27-38

Trinity 15

12 Sept 3pm Forest Church at St.Peter’s Hever Trinity 15

19 Sept 10am Holy Communion  St.Peter’s Hever 
with baptism

Mark 9:30-37 Trinity 16

19 Sept 6pm Songs of Praise St.Paul’s Four Elms Trinity 16

26 Sept 8am Said communion St.Peter’s Hever James 5:13-20
Mark 9:38-50

Trinity 17

26 Sept 10am Harvest Family service Holy Trinity 
Markbeech

Matthew 6:25-33 Trinity 17

30 Sept 6pm Evening Prayer (in person) at 
St.Paul’s Four Elms

Psalm 78:40-72; 2 
Kings 1:2-17; Acts 
24:1-23

Trinity 17

3 Oct 10am Holy Communion St.Paul’s Four 
Elms with Harvest

1 Timothy 6:6-10; 
Matthew 6:25-33

Trinity 18
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September is harvest time and we have 
our Family harvest festival service at 
Markbeech on 26th September. Looking 
back on the year, we started with a cold, 
dry spell with crops and grass being 
slow to grow. This was followed by a lot 
of rain and, as my farmer friends tell me, 
a bumper hay crop was cut.

The TV series Jeremy Clarkson’s 
Farm seems to have gone down well, 
even with farmers. Notwithstanding 
Clarkson’s reputation from Top Gear, 
this series seems to have portrayed him 
as a quieter, more thoughtful student, 
who makes a lot of mistakes. Moreover, 
the series has brought us all face to 
face with the huge challenges faced by 
modern day farmers to whom we owe 
so much especially as we emerge from 
the pandemic.

Farmers and horticulturalists alike know 
that all we can do is to seek to create 
the right conditions for growth and then 
nature (God if you’re a believer) provides 
the growth. We are not wholly in control 
and so often we are at the mercy of 
the weather, insects and many other 
challenges. It has been said that one of 
the impacts of Covid has been to ‘press 
the re-set button’. This has certainly 
been true of the Church.

With this in mind, we have agreed to 
embark on a process of discussion, 
prayer and reflection using material 
developed by the Diocese as part of 
what is known as ‘Called to Grow’. We 
long to see our churches flourish and 
grow in numbers of people and perhaps 
more importantly in depth of faith, 
service and witness. ‘Called to grow’ is 
designed to encourage and equip us 
to consider the whole life of our church 
and wider community, and what God 
may be asking of us. The Bishop of 
Tonbridge has said: “It is our prayer that 
we will encounter the Holy Spirit working 
in all sorts of unexpected ways as we 
pray and ponder, prioritise and plan.”
 
If this is something you would like to 
be part of, we will be holding a half day 
externally facilitated discussion on the 
afternoon of Saturday 25th September 
in Markbeech village hall. Please save 
the date. If you have any comments or 
concerns you would like us to consider 
please do let me know and we’ll do our 
best to cover them.

We recognise that, as with nature, it is 
God who provides the growth. So if you 
are someone who prays, please include 
this in your prayers. 

God bless you all
Simon

our rector’s thoughts
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news from the pews

Four Elms
The improvement in the Coronavirus 
statistics has enabled “live” church services 
with music and singing and, if you wish, 
partaking of the full Eucharist host and wine.   
St. Paul’s Church is now open every day for 
visitors to enjoy our beautiful Arts and Crafts 
church and for those who wish to have a 
quiet space for prayer and/or meditation.   
St. Paul’s is one of the few places in 
the village where you can sit quietly and 
hopefully find peace of mind.   Do please 
make use of this facility.   St. Paul’s is 
your village church for everyone in the 
community, not just for those who attend 
services.   Everyone is a very welcome 
visitor.  

During July we had our Pet Service, inside 
the church as the weather was inclement, 
but you will be pleased to know we only 
insisted on the pet owners wearing masks!!  
Pets were all very well behaved.   Two lovely 
weddings in July saw the church beautifully 
decorated, not just with flowers, but with 
bridal couples and guests.   We wish both 
couples much happiness (and how lucky 
they were with the weather!!)

The end of the summer is nigh and autumn 
beckons with its beautiful colours. The 
changing seasons in England are something 
we cherish, while complaining about the 
weather. However, the weather pattern 
is altering and even the most vehemently 
anti-climate change believers cannot deny 
this. Which is why we should all be climate 
change aware. Excessive heat, high winds 
and rain deluges concentrates the mind.   
Our service on Sunday 5th September is 
dedicated to the theme of Climate Sunday.  

We will remember the beautiful planet and 
its fragility and our need to do all we can to 
save it for future generations.  

The end of September sees Harvest Festival 
time.   Our Harvest service is Sunday 
October 3rd and on Friday 1st October we 
celebrate harvest with a supper for all in 
the Village Hall at 7pm.   Is this a sign that 
things are getting back to normal?   

Christina Hodson
Churchwarden

Hever
The summer seems to have gone by in 
a flash. The Church has re-opened every 
day and we are delighted to see our 
visitors returning and enjoying this historic 
building once more.  We are still looking for 
volunteers to help with opening and closing 
the church every Friday and Sunday, this 
job takes about 10 minutes and involves 
opening the doors, checking that nothing is 
amiss and switching on the lights. Can you 
help? Please get in touch with me if you are 
able to help.

The church yard is looking terrific and 
continues to be kept under control by 
Richard Bennett, a mammoth task this 
year with the damp warm conditions 
encouraging the grass and undergrowth 
to grow rapidly. We are very grateful for his 
services. 

The Hever Bell ringers have re-started their 
Thursday evening practices and it has been 
wonderful to hear the bells ringing once 
more across the village under our tower 
captain Jane Rosam.

We were delighted to see so many familiar 
faces again at the recent parish picnic, we 
were able to hold the event inside for the 
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first time in many months. The Parish 
lunches are held on the second Thursday 
of every month starting at 12.30 and 
are open to all the local residents. The 
next picnic will be held on Thursday 
September 9th, it would be helpful for 
catering, if you can, to let us know that 
you are coming. 

Mandy Yarnold
Churchwarden

Markbeech 
Not ‘News from the Pews’ but muses 
from a little holiday in Cornwall where 
I have had time to read the papers in 
between swimming, surfing and generally 
playing with the family.  I read that Justin 
Welby, the Archbishop of Canterbury 
is accused by a predecessor, Lord 
Carey, of neglecting local parishes by 
encouraging modern worship outside the 
parish church buildings and centralising 
the power of the Church of England.  
Does this matter, you might ask?  It is a 

question that crops up within our worship 
meetings and here in Markbeech, we as 
a PCC have always felt it does matter, 
and have encouraged family services 
and church meetings to take place within 
our beautiful little church.  I believe it is up 
to us to make the space usable, friendly 
and welcoming for all or risk the church 
becoming a ‘festival church’ being 
used for weddings, funerals, baptisms 
and festival services, or even worse 
converted into a desirable residence.  

If this matters to you, come to our ‘Called 
to Grow’ meeting on 25th September.  
We need YOU to make a difference!  
We need your suggestions, criticisms, 
encouragement and prayers.  I’m afraid, 
for me, worship would not be the same 
in the village hall!  

Nicki Talbot
Churchwarden

		

From the register
Baptisms
Holy Trinity Markbeech on 
1st August  Arthur John D’Arcy 
(parents James and Georgina)

Weddings
Holy Trinity Markbeech on 
2nd July Abigail Ward & James Gardner
3rd July Bianca de Gouveia & Joshua Lynch
10th July Louise Morris & Greg Pickering
21st August Michael Bull & Kerrie Stead

St Paul’s Four Elms on 
17th July Harriette Griffith Jones & Joe Quinn 
24th July Sophie Wettern & Kirk Simon 
Stuart
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It’s incredible to think it’s September 
already - this year has flown by in 
a flash! Before we know it, it will be 
Christmas!

September can be a fantastic month in the 
gardening calender. Late season can really 
be spectacular and offer a riot of colours. 
Spring and early Summer is predominantly 
tonal shades of pinks, blues, purples 
and white.  Late Summer is all about 
the other end of the spectrum including 
oranges, yellows and reds. Long flowering 
herbaceous perennials, shrubs and trees 
for Autumn foliage and ornamental grasses 
for height and movement extend a garden’s 
interest.

This can all be seen in the plants we are 
growing for the first ever Chelsea Flower 
Show to be held in September. Usually 
taking place in late May, the world’s 
premium garden show has been delayed 
due to the pandemic. We’re very excited 
to be involved and we’ll see a totally 
different show with some fantastic planting. 
We’re growing for a Sussex based garden 
designer, Naomi Ferret-Cohen and her 
‘Finding Our Way’ garden. It’s a tribute to 
the NHS and all their amazing work during 
the pandemic.

Here are some of our recommendations for 
some stunning late season interest as will 
be seen in the above garden.

Rudbeckia herbstonne - a majestic 
golden-yellow perennial that can grow up 
to 2m. Back of border, full sun.
Dahlia David Howard - burnt orange 
flowers above dark foliage. All Dahlias are 
fantastic through to the first frosts.

Panicum Squaw - ornamental grass up to 
1.5m. A frothy haze of purple seed heads 
and foliage turns red/oranges in Autumn
Salvia Black n Blue - A fantastic, majestic 
half-hardy variety up to 1.8m. Dark blue 
flowers with black calyx. 
Pennisetum Hameln - great grass with 
a mass of large oat coloured bottle-brush 
seed heads. A tough, reliable selection, this 
gives interest throughout Autumn.
Erigeron karvinskianus Lavender Lady 
- a new introduction of Mexican Fleabane 
that flowers from May-October. There 
aren’t too many plants that give this length 
of flowering - no dead heading required!

Unfortunately we have no plans for a 
September public open weekend meaning 
it will be two years without one. However 
we will be offering a pop-up shop at the 
nursery following on from our popular event 
in July. Dates to be announced. We are 
delighted to announce that 2022 will be our 
40th anniversary as a family business - we 
hope to bring to you lots of exciting events 
- watch this space!

Simon Sutcliffe
How Green Nursery

gardening



The Link Team

Bridget Harris, Joanna Wade, Paul Houlton 
email: thelink@hever.org

Telephone 01732 700986 (Bridget) Mobile 07958 919 631 (Joanna) 
Address 1 Triangle Cottage, Hever Road, Hever TN8 7NL  

Benefice website threespires.wordpress.com Community website www.hever.org

The views expressed in the articles in this magazine are those of the authors and do 
not necessarily represent those of the editorial team. There is no implied approval or 

recommendation for any service or event advertised in the magazine. 

Copy for the October edition should reach us no later than 15 September 2021
Subscriptions cost £5 pa if delivered by a volunteer. For payment either: a) Send a cheque 

payable to ‘The Link’ with your address to 1 Triangle Cottage, Hever Road, Hever TN8 7NL or b) 
Make a bank transfer or set up a standing order payment to ‘The Link’ at Lloyds a/c 01057697 

sort 30-92-92 with postcode and surname as reference.

A copy of The Link can be viewed in The Link section of the community website www.hever.org
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Hall Bookings
Four Elms:
Village Hall 
 − Kevin Haydon 07787 394 806
Parish Rooms 
– John Southworth 01732 700670
Hever 
− Mrs Ryan 01732 864168
Markbeech 
− Mrs Paige 01342 850328

Councils
Kent County Councillor
Peter Lake 07740 701695
Sevenoaks District:
Matthew Dickins 07910 328110
Hever Parish:
Charlotte Cole 01342 322123 
clerk@hever.org



01342 851160 / 07930341415
richardamaslen@btinternet .com

www.richardamaslen.co .uk

FINE FURNITURE & 
BESPOKE JOINERYRICHARD A MASLEN

A SELECTION OF INDIVIDUAL OFFICE SUITES

Available to rent on simple flexible tenancy agreements. 
Approached by an attractive private drive, the Hever Business 
Centre is a distinctive and handsome detached building providing 
office suites with plenty of private parking.
Formerly Hever Station, the centre now offers bright 
workspaces with architectural features typical of the Victorian 
railway era.

THE HEVER BUSINESS CENTRE
• All inclusive monthly rent
• Fast broadband availability
• Plenty of private parking
• Suites for 1 – 6 persons 
• Security alarm
• London Bridge (direct) 

42mins
• Flexible tenancies 
• Conference/meeting room
• No VAT

TO FIND OUT MORE:

Please contact  
David Robinson 
01959 563800 
hever@karrison.co.uk

K A R R I S O N
P R O P E R T Y



FUNERAL PLANS FROM

Alex     Jones
Independent Family Funeral Directors

One of the few remaining family-owned, truly independent funeral directors in the area

Peace of mind for you and your family 

Specify your wishes in advance 

Protection against rising funeral costs 

A range of flexible payment options 

Arrange the send off you want

Alex Jones Funeral Directors
29-31 High Street
Edenbridge
TN8 5AD

01732 860047
www.alexjonesfuneraldirectors.co.uk

We also have funeral homes in; 
Lingfield: 01342 832534
Forest Row: 01342 822399 
Oxted: 01883 730383

£40 M&S 
vouchers 

with every 
plan

Vouchers distributed 30 days after your plan is taken out – contact us for full details.



Imagine
Dry Carpet Cleaning

We have dry cleaned carpets & 
upholstery in 100’s of homes 

“no soggy carpets or wet dog smell in your home”

We also clean...

You will        our 

dry cleaning system !

• Spills & spots - gone
• Smells & odours - removed  
• Deep cleans & lifts carpet pile - like new
FREE spot & stain remover with every clean

Leather & Fabric  
with super fast drying 

Upholstery

Tiles inc Grout • Stone 
Karndean & Amtico 

Before After

Hard Floors with Anti Slip Coating

Sandless Wooden 
Floor Restoration

Wooden Floors

zerodrytime.com

Locally based
   You can call Chris on

  01732 387046

Get Main Room Cleaned      save 
on all further rooms + Free Stain Guard

50%

Sofa and chair cleaning

TMImagine
Dry Carpet Cleaning
“No soggy carpets or wet dog smell in your home”
Dry Cleaned and ready for immediate use

Get Main Room Cleaned 
save

  50%on all further rooms +Free Stain Guard

 Spills & Spots - GONE
 Smells & Odours - REMOVED
 Leaves your carpet fresh and clean!
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NHS non-Emergency 111
East Surrey Hospital 01737 768511
Maidstone Hospital 01622 729000
Princess Royal University Hospital (PRUH)
 01689 863000
Tunbridge Wells Hospital 01892 823535

Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Sevenoaks Council 01732 227000
Tandridge Council 01883 722000
Tonbridge & Malling Council 01732 844522
Tunbridge Wells Council 01892 526121

Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Electric Emergency 0800 404090

Emergency 999
Police non-emergency 101

NSPCC (help & advice) 0808 800500
RSPCA (cruelty & advice) 0300 123499
Samaritans 0847 9090909

Local family run business
Call Chris to arrange a free quotation

01732 387046
or  07770 806512
 info@zerodrytimekent.co.uk

     www.zdtcleaning.co.uk

Tile & Grout cleaning

Karndean & Amtico cleaning Dry Carpet cleaningDry Carpet cleaning

Local family run business
Call Chris or Mark to arrange a free quotation
01732 387046 or  
07827 580012
info@zerodrytimekent.co.uk | www.zdtcleaning.co.uk

Dry Carpet Cleaning
Say NO to wet carpets
  Spills & Spots - GONE
  Smells & Odours - REMOVED
  Upto 85% of dust & 

allergens - REMOVED
  Child and pet safe

TMImagine
Dry Carpet Cleaning
“No soggy carpets or wet dog smell in your home”
Dry Cleaned and ready for immediate use

Get Main Room Cleaned 
save

  50%on all further rooms +Free Stain Guard

 Spills & Spots - GONE
 Smells & Odours - REMOVED
 Leaves your carpet fresh and clean!
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NHS non-Emergency 111
East Surrey Hospital 01737 768511
Maidstone Hospital 01622 729000
Princess Royal University Hospital (PRUH)
 01689 863000
Tunbridge Wells Hospital 01892 823535

Bromley Council 020 8464 3333
Sevenoaks Council 01732 227000
Tandridge Council 01883 722000
Tonbridge & Malling Council 01732 844522
Tunbridge Wells Council 01892 526121

Gas Emergency 0800 111999
Electric Emergency 0800 404090

Emergency 999
Police non-emergency 101

NSPCC (help & advice) 0808 800500
RSPCA (cruelty & advice) 0300 123499
Samaritans 0847 9090909

Local family run business
Call Chris to arrange a free quotation

01732 387046
or  07770 806512
 info@zerodrytimekent.co.uk

     www.zdtcleaning.co.uk

www.rockportcleaning.co..uk | info@rockportcleaning.co.uk

Call Chris to arrange a free quotation



Now taking bookings for 2022

Daren Wood
C H I M N E Y  S W E E P

Clean and efficient,
friendly service - pots

and cowls fitted

Telephone: 01959 564263
Mobile: 07885 059023

member of
Independent Affiliation

of Chimney Sweeps



A fun, friendly tennis club 
with two fantastic all weather 

courts located on the beautiful 
Chiddingstone Sports ground. 

New members always 
welcome. 

For all enquiries contact 
Adam: 

tyrrelladam1@gmail.com 0776 
964 2590



IM
PROVE YOUR HOME

HOME-REARED FREE-RANGE 
PEDIGREE PORK & LAMB 

FALCONHURST ESTATE 
www.falconhurstestate.co.uk 

01342 850526 
Also Gloucester Old Spot weaners for sale 

All Types of Interior & Exterior 

PAINTING & DECORATING
Ray Meades (Speldhurst)  

01892 863548 
Also

General Household Repairs & Maintenance 
Fully Insured 

 

 

XXÄÄÄÄttËËáá  VVââÑÑvvtt~~xxáá  
Delicious homemade cupcakes using local free range eggs  

and  organic ingredients wherever possible.  
Our cakes are freshly baked to order ensuring that they taste as good 

as they look! We cater for all occasions: birthdays, weddings, 
corporate events or just because . . . 

Free local delivery 

Contact Alex 07769973426 or at ellascupcakes.net 

M & M WALKER
PAINTING & DECORATING

PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SERVICES

CEILING & ROOFING CONTRACTORS
ARTEXING & PLASTERING

PLUMBING • HEATING 
CARPENTRY & JOINERY

Tel: 01732 863 155
Mobs: 077 742 186 84 • 079 004 207 15



Electricity in safe hands
• Installations, rewires, board upgrades
• Fault finding, maintenance, repairs
• Inspection and testing reports
• Portable appliance testing (PAT)
• Qualified to BS 7671 2018 18th Edition
• Building regulations part P compliant
• Prompt, reliable and competitive rates

T. 07836 256 146   E. andycsayers@gmail.com
www.andysayerselectrical.com

0331 AS Updated A7 Church Advert AW.indd   10331 AS Updated A7 Church Advert AW.indd   1 04/04/2020   09:2504/04/2020   09:25

 Emma Darthuy BSc PgDip MCSP HPC 
Chartered Physiotherapist 

 
Home physio visits for any 
musculoskeletal problem. 

Pilates Classes and 1-2-1 

physioemma@btinternet.com 
07530 857613   

www.homephysioandpilates.co.uk 
 

07771 925346

Painting and
Decorating

Services

clareelizabeth100@gmail.com

Clare Elizabeth

0777 532 8781

Reliable
Local 

Friendly

www.homephysioandpilates.com



painting& 
decorating

jem pickardby

07850 371558   
01732 863062

competitive prices
free estimates & consultations

interior & exterior

highest quality guaranteed
expert & friendly service

fully insured

jempickard@btinternet.com

www.jempickardpainting 
decorating.co.uk

www.facebook.com/ 
jempickardpaintingdecorating

Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, 
kitchens and bathrooms, electrical, roofing, 

maintenance and repairs and decorating.  
Covering all  types of building work.

 
OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ 

TEL 01342 850559    FAX 01342 850981    EMAIL COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK  
     WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK  

Conversions, extensions, listed buildings, joinery, plumbing and heating, kitchens and  
bathrooms, electrical, roofing, maintenance and repairs and decorating.  Covering all 

 types of building work. 
 

OLD MILL YARD, HIGH STREET, COWDEN, KENT, TN8 7JJ
TEL 01342 850559       FAX 01342 850981 

EMAIL COLIN@WSMITHERS.CO.UK
WWW.WSMITHERSANDSONS.CO.UK

W. SMITHERS & SONS
EST. 1955

ALBOURNE ROOFING

Slating / Tiling / Flat Roofing

All Maintenance & Repairs 
& Property Renovations

For Free Estimates & Advice from 
City and Guilds Qualified Tradesmen

T: 01732 700 353
M: 07767 893 772

● Domestic ● Commercial ● Industrial
Roofing Contractors



Telephone: 07778 440644
Email: g.m055@icloud.com

www.gmjoinery.com

Established 
Since 1981

JOINERS & BUILDERS LTD
LOFT CONVERSIONS, EXTENSIONS

TIMBER FRAME BUILDINGS & BESPOKE JOINERY

Step by Step provides a highly professional foot care service,
which is fully mobile, attending to all your foot care needs

within the comfort of your own home.

Member of British Association of Foot Health Professionals

For an appointment or more information telephone:
07786 038149 – Michelle Hogan MCFHP

 B/W version for CN publication

Colour version for website

Foot Health Practice

Original version received

Step by Step provides a highly professional foot care service,
which is fully mobile, attending to all your foot care needs

within the comfort of your own home.

Member of British Association of Foot Health Professionals

For an appointment or more information telephone:
07786 038149 – Michelle Hogan MCFHP

Foot Health Practice

HOUSECLEANS 
 

Weekly, monthly or just when you need a bit of extra help, 
We will clean your house to the highest standard, do your ironing 

and make up your beds. 
Only the best quality products used – Eco friendly products available. 

 
Moving house?  

We can clean before you move in or after you move out. 
 

For more details call 
01959 549 480 
07706 868 772 

 
ENJOY LIFE – LEAVE THE CLEANING TO US! 

(And we’re happy to walk the dog and feed the cat too) 

01959 532 223
07706 868 772

debbiehousecleans@gmail.com

HOUSECLEANS 
 

Weekly, monthly or just when you need a bit of extra help, 
We will clean your house to the highest standard, do your ironing 

and make up your beds. 
Only the best quality products used – Eco friendly products available. 

 
Moving house?  

We can clean before you move in or after you move out. 
 

For more details call 
01959 549 480 
07706 868 772 

 
ENJOY LIFE – LEAVE THE CLEANING TO US! 

(And we’re happy to walk the dog and feed the cat too) 
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● UK Designed and Built, Retro Style  
● Super comfort for Touring and Exploring
● Pedal Assist, Motorised Speeds up to 15.5 mph 
● Up to 40 miles on one Charge 
● Half | full |2 or 3 Day Hire 
● Safety and Security Equipment and Maps
● Route planning (charger on request)
● Gift Vouchers for Experience Days
● E-Bike sales

PRIVATE HIRE | ELECTRIC BIKE HIRE/SALES

Country Hire and GoCountry Hire and Go

countryhireandgo@outlook.com 
www.countryhireandgo.comCall: 07723 054863 

UNIQUE FAT TYRE E-BIKE DELIVERED & 
COLLECTED TO YOUR LOCATION

NO JOURNEY TOO SHORT OR RURAL 
FOR OUR LOCAL CARS  

   AIRPORTS | EVENTS | SCHOOL | APPOINTMENTS | 
   SHOPPING| NIGHTS OUT | ALL DAY EXCURSIONS

● Female Drivers, Safe and Professional 
● Personalised Travel
● Luxury 4 Passenger Vehicles, Pet Friendly 
● No Late/Early Rates, 24/7 Service 

(*subject to availability)



Based at High Buckhurst Cottage, Mark 
Beech, we run it as a woodland school, 
offering outdoor fun and learning and giving 
the children the freedom and space to be 
themselves, to run explore, swing, discover, 
climb, to be creative in a safe and beautiful 
setting.

Our delightful shepherds hut is on site and has 
all necessary facilities as well as a warming 
wood burning stove.

Monday to Friday 9-12.15pm. 
Lunch club available until 1.30pm

For further details contact:
Manager: Ms Fiona Baxter 07722497657
email markbeech-nursery@hotmail.co.uk
Owner: Mrs Ann Roberts Cleeve 
01342 850403

the nature of learning



T. Allman
Butchers Limited
High Class Family Butcher

49 High Street, Edenbridge  
Tel: 01732 863214

Home-killed meat
Free local delivery

YOUR LOCAL BUTCHER

CARS EDENBRIDGE50 Y
E

A
R

S

01732 863800
50 Y

E
A

R
S

AVAILABLE 24 HOURS A DAY,
7 DAYS A WEEK ON PRE-BOOKINGS

The Kiosk,
Station Approach,

Edenbridge
TN8 5LP

www.relyoncars.co.uk

PRIVATE HIRE l COURIER SERVICE
AIRPORTS

WEDDINGS l ACCOUNT WORK
MINIBUSES l LUXURY VEHICLES

4-8 SEATERS AVAILABLE l SCHOOL RUNS

DRIVERSWANTED
DRIVERS

WANTED

 

 
®® Fully Insured ®® Free Consultations ®® City and Guilds Qualified  

"Dematting "Grooming "Bathing "Styling 

"Nail Clipping "Ear and Eye Cleaning "Teeth cleaning using latest ultra sound technique 

"Fully qualified Reiki K9 practitioner which I incorporate into grooms for nervous or anxious clients  

Competitive pricing dependent on size, breed and coat type. 

All breeds and temperament considered. 

Call Chris: 01892 740170/07736 484184 

Setters4me1@gmail.com 

Find me on Facebook https://www.facebook.com/setters4me/# 

WASH n’ 
BLOW 
DOGS 2 GO 



Please call (01892) 871139
Email: david.james@dajames.com

Accountancy Service
Local, Professional and Friendly

Accounts
Payroll/PAYE

Self Assessment tax returns
VAT

Book-keeping
Accounting/Consultancy advice
No matter how big or small, with over 
20 years' experience, I can provide you 

with a local service tailored to your needs.

David James
9 Dukes Meadow

Chiddingstone Causeway
Tonbridge, TN11 8LW

Four Elms Farm  
Livery 

•  60x20m floodlit outdoor arena  
– 36x45m indoor arena

•  Solarium/hot/cold washdown
•  Car and lorry parking
•  12’x12’ monarch boxes/rubber matting 

automatic drinkers
•  Club room with oven/microwave/dishwasher
•  Rug washing on site
•  Post and rail fencing
•  Staff living on site – exercise – qualified 

trainer
•  Off road hacking 100 private acres
•  Dressage training with international riders 

and judges
•  Jumping and polework clinics
•  Unaffiliated dressage competitions

Four Elms Farm Livery
Pootings Road

Four Elms
Kent TN8 6PH 

Mobile 07771 634995 or 07730 038747 



 

Unit 12, Gaza Trading Estate, Hildenborough, Kent TN11 8PL 

01732 463256 

SALES SERVICING 

AGA REFURBISHMENT 

RANGE COOKERS BOILERS 

WOOD STOVES SOLAR PANELS 

UNDERFLOOR HEATING 

GROUND & AIR SOURCE HEAT PUMPS HOT WATER CYLINDERS 

PLUMBING 

WATER TANKS OIL TANKS 

office@pegrum.net 

GAS LPG OIL SOLID FUEL 

 

 

FALCONHURST CRICKET CLUB, MARKBEECH 
www.falconhurstcc.co.uk 

The Club was founded in 1854 and cricket has been played here ever since. If 
you are looking for a friendly cricket club to play for – all ages and abilities 
welcomed – please contact Club Captain Rob McAllister:  

07884 483855 or email: captain@falconhurstcc.co.uk. 

There are also training sessions and matches for under-11 cricketers, please 
contact Youth Coach Brian Adcock to register an interest:  

brian.adcock@matrix.gb.com 

Accountancy Service 
Local, Professional and Friendly 

Accounts 
Payroll/PAYE 

Self Assessment tax returns 

VAT 
Book keeping 

Accounting/Consultancy advice 

No matter how big or small, with over 20 years’ experience, I can 
provide you with a local service tailored to your needs. 

Please call 01892 871139 or 07926 379522 
Email: david.james@dajames.com 

David James 
9 Dukes Meadow, Chiddingstone Causeway, 

Tonbridge, TN11 8LW 

 

 Domestic    Commercial    Industrial 

 
Slating/ Tiling/ Flat Roofing 

All Maintenance & Repairs & Property 
Renovations

For Free Estimates & Advice from City and Guilds Qualified Tradesmen 

T: 01732 700353 
M: 07767 893 772 

The Club was founded in 1854 and cricket has been played here ever since. 
If you are looking for a friendly cricket club to play for – all ages and abilities
welcomed – please contact Club Secretary Tom Churton:

07734 311 716 or churtont@gmail.com

Lorna Galbraith Hairdressing
All aspects of hairdressing carried out in the comfort of your own home.

L’Oreal and Vidal Sassoon trained, with over 27 years' experience.
07989 587 931             01732 700 397



HHEEVVEERR  LLAANNDDSSCCAAPPEESS  llttdd  
We offer year-round garden 
management, regular maintenance or a 
one-off garden tidy/clearance. Grass 
cutting, lawn care, hedge-cutting, leaf 
clearing and jet-washing patios. 
Construction of vegetable patches, 
chicken runs, compost bins.  
Commercial contracts. 

We also offer complete landscaping 
projects, such as patios, retaining 
walls, all types of fencing, planting 

schemes, re-seeding and turfing, 
water features, wooden garden 

structures, tree surgery, hedge laying  
and woodland clearance. 

pplleeaassee  pphhoonnee  KKaarrll  oonn 
01892 870520 or 07909 916909 

Est. 1997                   www.heverlandscapes.co.uk 

  
  

01892 740133 or 07909 916909

TEL: 01342 850888

THE ONE STOP SHOP FOR GARDENS, ESTATES, 
SMALLHOLDINGS, EQUESTRIAN, GOLF COURSES & MORE

WILDERNESS FARM

MARK BEECH

EDENBRIDGE

KENT TN8 7LP

LEPPARDS

SALES,SERVICE & PARTS
BEING ONLY AN EMAIL/PHONE CALL AWAY

WE ARE WILLING TO ADVISE, SOURCE 
& HELP

info@leppards.com www.leppards.com

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

www.frenchsfencing.com

Contact us on
07795551436

• Free no obligation quote
• Gates and gate automation
• Fencing supplied and  tted

•  Personal training for midlife 
ladies and beyond

•  Menopause advice

•  Nutrition advice

•  Relaxation and stretch

•     One to one sessions online or 
 in person (when permitted)

Fiona 0771 8588847
www.smartnutritionandfitness.uk

 Smart nutrition and fitness




