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Christina Divall, Clerk 
clerk@hever.org 

MINUTES 
 

Hever Parish Council on 7th July 2021 Hever Village Hall.  The meeting commenced at 7.30pm.  Planning 
meeting (as per Agenda) was held at 7pm and minutes as per submission of HPC comments to SDC. 
 
In attendance: John Hodson (JH) Chair, Joanna Wade (JW) Vice Chair, Stephen Sadler (SS), Angela Haydon 
(AH), Nick Roberts (NR), Philip Lindsay (PL), Angela Connolly (AC), Duncan Leslie (DL) 
Also in attendance: Christina Divall (CD) Clerk, and 6 Members of Public. 
 

1. To receive apologies and declarations of interest in respect of business specified on the agenda 

(Chair).   Stephen Lark (SL), and Rick Brookes-Smith (RBS) sent apologies which were noted and 

accepted. 

2. Approved the accuracy of the draft Minutes of the previous meetings (6th and 29th May 2021)  

 

Items for discussion / decision; 

 

3. Matthew Dickins gave an update on the Leisure centres – some concern about reopening, but he 
hoped this had been resolved.  He had distributed the latest information about The Local Plan.  The 
Free Family fun days were going ahead in August.  He was going to talk about smart bins, but this 
had already been covered. 

4. Noted and resolved - the appointment of Christina Divall to the Responsible Financial Officer and 

Clerk’s position. Do the Council resolve to change the banking process and signatories and amend 

online access to enable Christina to do the financial functions of her responsibilities. 

5. *Affordable Housing proposal on Bull Lane.  The Draft Resolution was agreed. 
Hever PC has decided that the support for an affordable housing scheme on Bull Lane, Four Elms, is 
not sufficient and therefore the scheme will not proceed.  
The basis for this conclusion: 
In 2018 we were asked by SDC to undertake a housing needs survey in our parish. This was 
conducted by ACRK who concluded there was a need for affordable housing. The PC started a 
consultation which stated that the scheme would only proceed if there was sufficient community 
support for the only suitable site - Bull Lane.  
The consultation closed on 30 June and whilst there is considerable support, and 14 people have 
expressed an interest in living on the site, it is clear that there is also strong opposition. This means 
that the community is extremely divided and therefore in our view the level of support is not 
enough to justify moving ahead with this scheme. 
We remain convinced, however, that our community should offer a broad spread of housing 
opportunities for local people and at present building on the green belt is the only way to ensure 
that affordable homes are ring-fenced for local people.   
We will therefore keep this matter under regular review and expect to be asked to repeat the 
housing needs survey as one is due every five years. If we do so we will endeavour to work more 
closely with the community to avoid the damaging conflict which many have found very distressing.  

6. Financial update.  Receipts and payments since last update and accounts and statement 
reconciliation received and noted (Clerk).  

7. Four Elms Pond – The owner is considering selling and is offering HPC to purchase it for £30,000.  
Does the Council wish to enter into negotiations?  Background - HPC has a long lease with 
landowner, which cannot be altered without prior agreement of both parties.  Members agreed 
that Nick would take the lead on this and explore possibilities. He will report back at Council 
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meeting in September when decision will be taken.  Need for repairs to pond rails and sign post 
briefly discussed.  Approval has been received to replace the Heras fence. 

8. *Planning; applications responded to and outcomes - attached to agenda. 
9. Urgent issues at the discretion of the Chairman for noting or inclusion on future agenda. 
10. GDPR – to update any developments or actions required. Freedom of Information request, still 

outstanding. 
11. To determine matters arising from the previous minutes for updating / noting (Chair) – Received 

permission from landowner to replace the Heras fence around between the pond and store. 
12. Consultations / Other Correspondence.  Clerk. 

 Received notification from SDC we are to have 3 new Smart Bins in the Parish.  It was agreed 
that Clerk would discuss with SDC the exact position of the bins. 

 
At the end of the meeting, the Chairman asked to be allowed to make a personal statement 

He accepted and regretted that the debate on the affordable housing proposals at Bull Lane had caused division in 

the community and been very stressful for many. He regretted that this was the case and accepted that some things 

could have been done differently. He also outlined what he considered to be quite unacceptable attacks on the 

membership and actions of the Parish Council and in particular quite vicious accusations in the form of notices 

pinned to the village hall door and church noticeboard all unsigned and untrue. 

As Chair he apologised to his Council colleagues but said as Chair, as this had happened on his watch, he would now 

consider his position and that it gave him no pleasure to work for a community which could act in such a way. 

2021 HPC meetings 7pm Planning 7.30pm Full Council meetings. 

MONTH DATE DAY 

JULY 7 WEDNESDAY 

SEPTEMBER 7 TUESDAY 

NOVEMBER 2 TUESDAY 

 
The meeting ended at 7.45pm 

 

 

 


