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Rachael Turner, Clerk and RFO 

Tel: 07784912645 
clerk@hever.org 

 

Minutes - Hever Parish Council Meeting 27th September 2022 
 
Attendees: Angela Haydon (AH) Chair, Stephen Lark (SL),  Nick Roberts (NR), Joanna Wade (JW) Vice 
Chair, Phil Lindsay (PL), Rick Brookes-Smith (RBS), Edward de Ryckman de Betz (EdR) 
 
Also in Attendance: Rachael Turner (Clerk and RFO), Councillor Matthew Dickins and 2 members of the 
public (MOP). 
 
The meeting was held in Hever Village Hall and commenced at 7.30 pm. During the Public Forum a 
member of the public raised their concern that the local Four Elms Café and shop was up for sale and 
were worried as to what it might be turned into. They wanted to know if the Parish Council could help.  
Councillor Roberts reported he understood there was going to be a private sale and the potential owner 
planned to run it as a local village shop. Concerns were raised regarding the underground petrol tanks 
and NR understood the prospective purchaser was yet to have surveys carried out. It was agreed that 
HPC would contact SDC to establish the current Use Category for the premises. The MOP confirmed the 
residents would like it to be utilised properly and a shop would be good. Given the vicinity of the 
premises to the Four Elms Pond, HPC will enquire if there is a requirement on the premises owner to 
check the safety of the tanks to protect the pond.  
 
Cllr Dickins reported that the new bin collection arrangements will start mid October and each 
household will receive a post card with the new details on. All waste, recycling and garden waste will be 
collected on the same scheduled day.  

 

1) Apologies for absence received and approved from Angela Connolly, Duncan Leslie and 
Margot McArthur. 
 

2) To receive declarations of interests – No declarations made at the meeting. 
 

3) Minutes of last meeting, held on 5th July 2022, duly signed by Chairman and unanimously 
approved. 
 

4) *Planning: Please see Planning Meeting.  Resolved to approve the comments for Hever Parish 
Council. Duly Approved. 
 

5) Finance 
a) Bank reconciliation prepared by the RFO, approved and signed by member of FEC (SL).   

b) To resolve to approve for payment items of expenditure to include ratification of items 
made between meetings. (ALL). Unanimously approved. 
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c) To consider the invoice received from MPLC (Motion Picture Licensing Co. Ltd) of 
£250.69. Approved. Clerk to establish requirement for useage for 23/24. 

6) Committee Reports 

a) Pond - Jason Taylor has agreed to be Pond Contractor. This will be for a 12 month 
period with a fee of £100 per month to be paid. There will be signs going up shortly 
clarifying the pond rules for visitors – the cost of these signs is around £200 and the 
spend has been approved by the Pond Committee. The Clerk is to circulate the 
contact number for Jason to Councillors in case it is needed.  
 

b) Gatwick – SL attended the recent meeting at Penshurst and said there was nothing 
new to report at present. 
 

7) *Grant Applications – Clarification of CIL spend parameters requested from SDC by Clerk to 
establish whether the works at Markbeech Village Hall could qualify. Awaiting follow up 
response. Clerk to follow up with MM on access to footpath funding. 
 

8) Stephen Sadler has unfortunately stood down from his Councillor role.  

a) Councillor Vacancy was discussed and it was unanimously approved to recruit a new 
Councillor by co-option, preferably with architectural/ planning/ surveying experience . 
Clerk to draft an advert 

b) Planning Committee Chairman - to appoint a new Chairman. AH proposed that NR 
becomes Chairman of the Planning Committee. NR kindly agreed to do this temporarily. 
Proposal was seconded by RBS and approved by all. 

9) Tribute Bench – Ownership of potential site – Clerk has received a copy of the Title Plan from 
Land Registry and written to the party believed to be the owner of the verge. As no response 
received to date NR to approach them to confirm they have no objection to a bench being 
installed on the verge. Clerk to contact SDC to confirm next steps. 
 

10) Dates approved for Meeting Dates for 2023: 
Thursday 12th Jan - Markbeech Village Hall  
Tuesday 7th March - Hever Village Hall  
Tuesday 9th May AGM - Four Elms Village Hall 
Thursday 25th May Annual Parish Assembly - Markbeech Village Hall 
Tuesday 11th July - Four Elms Village Hall 
 Thursday 14th September - Hever Village Hall 
 Thursday 9th November - Markbeech Village Hall 
Clerk to send Councillors calendar invites. 
 

11) Buses – changes to services and impact on the community. Major impact on school buses 
through the parish and overcrowding on most routes with concerns for safety. Some areas of 
the parish no longer have a bus coming through. Encourage everyone affected to complete 
bus survey available from Tom Tugendhat and to raise issues with bus companies direct. Both 
Tom Tugendhat and Councillor Margot McArthur are both aware of the issues. 
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12) To receive report from Clerk outlining any actions taken since the previous meeting and any 
other updates.  

a) Cyber Liability Insurance – Mixed feedback from other Parishes and not going to proceed 
at present. All Councillors to check own device security and Clerk to have PC checked for 
security. 

b) Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) for 21/22 audit has successfully 
been completed.  Requirements for notice for Public disclosure has been met and the 
Notice of Conclusion of audit is displayed on the boards and website.  

c) Climate Energy Action – Clerk and NR attended meeting with Energy Service Company 
Carol Randall for exploratory chat re potential green energy options. Need to appoint an 
‘anchor’ business to instigate the initial survey. Hever Village Hall are exploring this as a 
possibility. 

 
d) Annual Safety Inspections of the Four Elms playground and Hever Trim Trail. Apologies 

received from company and inspections should be carried out very soon. There are items 
in need of repair but will await report to combine with other repairs if needed. 
 

e) Purchase of an updated (13th edition) of Arnold-Baker on Local Council Administration 
£164.99, reduced to £131.99 with KALC member discount. Duly approved. 

 
f) Footpath around Hever Field – Clerk instructed HCS to carry out remedial maintenance 

works to improve path at a cost of £150. School are asking for path to be resurfaced. The 
view of HPC is that the current path is adequate and unfortunately, HPC don’t have the 
funding to put a new surface down. 

 
g) Bulk Refuse Freighter booked for Saturday 1st October. Consensus was to continue with 

the freighter for the following year as it was well utilised by the community. Clerk to 
investigate costs. 

 

13) Items for information only and correspondence 

a) Licensing – Alfresco Festival was cancelled by organiser. 

b) Hillcrest Road closure for 3 months for water main works – Clerk has received assurance 
from SES Water that residents will still have vehicular access during this time. 

c) Parish Highways Meeting booked for 5/10. 

14) Items for noting or inclusion on future agenda at the discretion of the Chairman. 

a) Bike Rack at Hever. This was installed by HPC. Clerk to organise tidy up, to move gate 
access (the gate is unusable if the adjacent parking space is used). 

b) Hever Field hedge needs cutting. Clerk to establish who is responsible and to obtain a 
quote. 

c) Hever Village Hall rebuild Clerk to investigate timing for next CIL Spending Board. 
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Meeting closed 9:06 pm 
Date of next meeting Thursday 10th November 2022 – Markbeech Village Hall 7.00 pm Planning, 7.30 pm 
Full Council Meeting  

 
HEVER PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE – 27th September 2022, Hever Village Hall, 7pm  

 

The following were discussed and view agreed at the meeting:  

 

SDC Ref.  Address Summary of application 

21/04203/LBCALT  Medhurst Row Farm 

Prettymans Lane Edenbridge 

Kent TN8 6LX 

Refurbishment works to reinstate agricultural barn. 
The applicant has submitted addition documents 
detailing the heritage assessment and plans 

View agreed: No objection 

21/04202/FUL 
 

Medhurst Row Farm 

Prettymans Lane Edenbridge 

Kent TN8 6LX 

Refurbishment works to agricultural barn. The 
applicant has submitted addition documents detailing 
the heritage assessment and plans 

View agreed: No objection 

22/01769/FUL 

 

Pigdown Oast Pigdown Lane 

Hever Kent TN8 7LX 

 

Removal of caravan mobile home and some 
outbuildings. Conversion of oast house and barn into 
new dwelling. Construction of new detached garage. 
Associated hard and soft landscaping to create 
turning circle and parking with new access and 
changes to road access 

View agreed: No objection, however there are concerns the cumulative impact of multiple applications in 
the vicinity of Pigdown Lane will collectively alter the character of the area and ask that Sevenoaks District 
Council take this into consideration 

22/02231/LBCALT 

 

Polebrook Barn Polebrook 

Farm Hever Road Hever 

Edenbridge Kent 

 

Addition of internal partitions to provide additional 

accommodation and work space to existing barn. 

Alteration of existing window / door openings to suit 

amended floor plan. Erection of new gardener's store 

View agreed: No objection 

22/02306/MMA How Green South How Green 

Lane Hever Edenbridge Kent 

TN8 7NN 

Amendment to 20/02255/HOUSE  

View agreed: No objection 

21/04114/LDCEX Land North Of Brocas North 

Farm Brocas Road Hever 

EDENBRIDGE Kent TN8 7LE 

Confirmation of use of building as a C3 dwelling house. 

The applicant has submitted additional documents 

showing council tax record and a 

statement of truth. 

Hever Parish Council acknowledge council tax bills have been produced but are unable to consider supporting this 
application until further evidence of occupancy is provided, such as rental agreement or proof of rental 
payments. 
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22/02243/AGDET 

 

Land East Of Blacklands Shaw 

Pigdown Lane Hever 

 

Details relating to barn, welfare unit & polytunnel for 

22/01813/AGRNOT 

 

Response: Hever Parish Council require further information before commenting on this application. Given the 

nature of the site, we ask:  1. a full ecology survey be carried out prior to any decision being made 2 - how 

amenities, such as water and waste, will be supplied and disposed of 3 -  Highways are consulted due to safety 

concerns from the increased traffic on Pigdown Lane and Rectory Lane and entry to and from the site 4 

-   Clarification on the impact on the public footpath that runs through the site  

22/02034/LBCALT & 

22/02033/HOUSE &  

 

Moorcocks How Green Lane 

Hever Edenbridge Kent TN8 

7PT 

 

Amended porch design, following conservation 

comments. Porch amended as follows: 

- Porch structure to be shorter than currently proposed 

with a fixed full height glazed screen between the 

historic brickwork and the end of the main porch 

structure. Design change intended to: allow visibility of 

the historic brickwork both internally and externally and 

break materiality between the brickwork and the main 

porch structure, so the evolution can be read more 

clearly 

View agreed: No objection 

22/02335/HOUSE The Dyehurst Stud Dyehurst 

Lane Hever Edenbridge Kent 

TN8 7LB 

Erection of porch 

View agreed: No objection 

22/02414/HOUSE   

 

Fir Tree Cottage 4 Park Place 

Pigdown Lane Hever 

Edenbridge Kent 

 

Erection of rear wall to enclose the veranda 

 

View agreed: No objection 

To note Appeal(s) made: 

21/00355/OPDEV 

 

Seven Acre Farm, Hever Road, 

Edenbridge 

 

Appeal against issue of Enforcement Notice: Without 

Planning Permission, the carrying out of unauthorised 

engineering operations, including excavation, changes to 

land levels and the importation and excavation of material 

such as rubble, waste and soil , and the change of use of 

the land to residential use (gypsy and traveller) and for the 

stationing of caravans.  

HPC to reiterate ongoing objection as per previous 

comments. 
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21/03201/OUT 
Land West Of Hever Road 

Hever KENT 

SDC Appeal Ref: 22/00042/RFPLN Outline application 
for provision of two new equine isolation units with 

all matters reserved. 
 

HPC drafting comment to reiterate concerns 
regarding inappropriate development of green belt 
and impact on ecology. 

 
 
 

To note Planning Applications received and views submitted: 

22/01786/HOUSE 
The Bower Farmhouse Hever 

Road Edenbridge Kent TN8 7LE 

To enclose walls of oak framed gazebo with oak 

cladding, for use as home office and fishing lodge, 

adjacent to fishing lake 

View submitted: Object 

22/01762/HOUSE  

 

Little Four Elms Farm Bough 

Beech Road Four Elms 

Edenbridge Kent TN8 6NE 

Removal of hedge and construction of a wall as an 

extension to an existing boundary wall 

View submitted:  No objection  

22/01757/FUL  

Land Adjoining The Hollies 

How Green Lane Hever 

Edenbridge Kent TN8 7NN 

Erection of stable building to comprise two stables, a 

tractor/hay store, tack room and feed store 

View submitted:  No objection 

22/01896/FUL 

Wilderness Farm Wilderness 

Lane Hever Edenbridge Kent 

TN8 7LP 

Demolition of existing timber barn and erection of a 3-

bedroom dwelling with associated parking and landscaping 

View submitted:  No objection 

22/01567/LBCALT  

& 22/01566/FUL 

Hever Hotel Hever Road Hever 

Edenbridge Kent TN8 7NP 

Single storey extension for ancillary store room at 

rear of function room 

View submitted:  Object  Outcome: Granted 

22/02034/LBCALT & 

22/02033/HOUSE 

Moorcocks How Green Lane 

Hever Edenbridge Kent TN8 

7PT 

Proposed demolition of existing modern single storey 

extensions and replacement with two storey 

extension and dormer. Creation of roof over 

proposed new side door. Alterations to fenestrations. 

Minor internal alterations. Provision of replacement 

pool house. Demolition of existing outbuildings. 

Associated landscape works. 

View submitted: No objection 

 
 


