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Rachael Turner, Clerk and RFO 

Tel: 07784912645 
clerk@hever.org 

Draft Minutes 
 
Attendees: Angela Haydon (AH) Chair, Joanna Wade (JW) Vice Chair, Stephen Lark (SL), Nick Roberts 
(NR), Phil Lindsay (PL), Angie Connolly (AC), Duncan Leslie (DL) Edward De Ryckman (EDR), Rick Brookes-
Smith (RBS) 

Also in Attendance: Rachael Turner (Clerk and RFO) and three members of the public (MOP) (Mark 
Thomas and 2 others). 

The meeting was held in Markbeech Village Hall on Thursday 12th January 2023. The meeting 
commenced at 7.30 pm.  The Planning Meeting commenced at 7.00 pm. During the Public Forum, the 
Chair read out a report from County Councillor McArthur: 

Travel to school - there are still areas struggling with bus services to school, following the commercial 

withdrawal of some routes. Officers continue to work on solutions.  

Road works affecting Hever Primary School - Cllr McArthur has been keeping in touch with the Co-chair 

of Governors at Hever Primary regarding the lengthy road works affecting access to the school.  

KCC Budget - there will be further difficult budget cuts at KCC, the financial situation is extremely grave.  

Kent Community Assets Programme – this project has been looking at the location of the Council’s 

community services to ensure its estate is in the right places to support focused service delivery where it 

is needed the most.  A consultation will be starting mid-month – the proposed impact on our area will 

be minimal.  

Grants – Cllr McArthur has paid a grant towards the Mark Beech Village Hall's Centenary Project. 

 

Agenda 
1) To receive apologies for absence and resolve to approve reasons given.  Apologies received 

from KCC Councillor McArthur. 

 

2) To receive declarations of interests - Councillor Angie Connolly declared she was on the PTA 

for Four Elms School who had submitted a Grant Application to be considered at the 

meeting. 

 

3) Minutes of the 10th November 2022 meeting were approved and signed. 

 

4) *Planning:  Please see Planning Meeting Minutes. Planning Committee comments approved. 

 

5) Finance 

a) Bank reconciliation prepared by the RFO, for approved and signed by member of FEC (SL). 

b) To resolve to approve for payment items of expenditure to include ratification of items 

made between meetings. (ALL). Duly approved. 

mailto:clerk@hever.org
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c) To approve the budget for 2023-2024, as proposed by the FEC. (Budget total £52,460). 

Unanimously approved. 

 

 

 

d) To approve the Precept amount request for 2023-2024 of £50,000 (no increase on prior 

year) as proposed by FEC. Tax base is £646.99 with Precept amount of £77.29 per Band D 

two adult household per annum. Equates to 11.95% of council tax. Unanimously 

approved. 

 

6) Committee Reports 

a) Pond  -  
i. Following the damage incurred from the accident, the fencing repair has been 

delayed but will be completed shortly. The Millennium signpost repair is 
underway. One quote is outstanding (for the bench repair) but the Clerk was 
requested to submit the rest of the quotes that are awaited by the insurer so they 
can process the claim. 

ii. A resident had raised concerns that the water collecting on the Four Elms Road 
(near the bus stop) and overflowing to neighbouring properties since November 
was from the pond. The resident has been reassured it was not from the pond. In 
addition to the excessive amount of rainfall, plus blocked drains and possible leaks 
were likely to be the cause of the problem. The Clerk confirmed the blocked 
drains were reported to KCC in November and were still outstanding. Clerk has 
chased up and is awaiting action and feedback from KCC. 

b) Gatwick - Gatwick FASI-S Project have stakeholder engagement meetings planned in the 
next month. 

7) *Grant Applications 

a) Hever C of E Primary School requested a grant of £1,000 for a back-up power supply as 

there were safeguarding, security and welfare issues faced by the school due to during 

power cuts. As the budget is limited, a grant of £500 was approved and a suggestion they 

could approach the electricity supplier for support towards the cost of the backup power 

supply. 

b) Four Elms Primary School requested a grant of £5,000 towards the £8,000 cost of 

developing the learning hub area in the school. It was agreed this was a project that HPC 

would like to support, however the grant budget is limited so a grant of £500 was 

approved. Clerk will investigate to see if some CIL monies could be used for the project 

and will also explore other possible funding options, including approaching Councillor 

McArthur. 

c) Home-Start – A grant query has been received from the charity Home-Start South West 

Kent who provide vital support to local families in need. Clerk is to suggest they submit a 

grant application to be considered at the next meeting. 

 

8) Kings Coronation – Plans are to screen the live Coronation on the 6th May and invite local 

families to bring along a picnic. It is envisaged £1200 from HPC will be required. Councillor 

Wade is to check venue availability and will report back with details for the next meeting. 
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9) To Co-Opt a new Councillor.  Two applicants were present who introduced themselves again 

to the full Council. The majority vote was for Mark Thomas to be Co-Opted as Councillor, who 

subsequently accepted the role and duly signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office form. 

 

 

 

The Clerk will issue the new Councillor with his induction pack and forms and the HPC email 

address. 

10) Sevenoaks 2040 Plan – A response from HPC using the agreed responses to the short survey 

has been submitted. 

 

11) Hever Parish Field – dates for events from Hever School PTA:  

a) Easter Parade - Friday 31st March - from 2pm to 5pm 
b) Maypole Celebration (moving the maypole to the field that week and moving it back asap 

after) - 26 May 
c) Summer Fete - Some set up 30 June, Fete 1 July 
All dates duly approved. Clerk to remind the PTA to ensure parking arrangements are in place 
for the events. 

12) Tribute Bench – To recap, HPC were approached for a tribute bench at Four Elms pond, which 

was deemed an unsuitable site. A request was also received to place a bench just outside of 

the village. The family who requested the bench were happy for the bench to be placed 

elsewhere in the village. A verge was identified as a possible site, however, ownership of the 

site has not yet been confirmed. HPC are still awaiting confirmation of ownership, as this was 

unclear from the Land Registry. Clerk has chased a response again from KCC Highway 

Definitions team, as this has been outstanding since October. A response has been promised 

within the next week. Adjacent property owners have confirmed they do not object to a 

bench being placed there.  

 

13) Bulk Refuse Freighter has been booked for the following dates 18th February, 20th May, 22nd 

July, and 30th September. Clerk to publicise on the website, on social media, Link magazine 

and signs are to be displayed. 

 

14) May Annual Meeting – It is necessary to change the meeting date due to elections and the 

bank holiday for the King’s Coronation. The May Annual Meeting will now be one week later 

on, Tuesday 16th May.   

 

15) Community Litter Picks – This will be held on Saturday 11th March 2023. Four Elms and Hever 

will be at 9.30 am and Markbeech at 1.00 pm. Clerk to publicise. 
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16) To receive report from Clerk outlining any actions taken since the previous meeting and any 

other updates.  

a) Four Elms water and flooding issues. Clerk reported issue to KCC in November. Have 

asked for follow up as residents (from Brookfield) are continuing to be flooded and there 

are concerns over damage to property. Refuted the water was coming from Four Elms 

Pond. Clerk has chased up KCC. 

 

 

b) Annual Safety Inspections of the Four Elms playground and Hever Trim Trail. List of works 

given and scheduled to be done this month. A new gate to the playground is required. 

Clerk to investigate options. 

c) Public Footpaths – Councillor Edward de Ryckman is surveying local footpaths, starting in 

Four Elms and will report back at the next meeting. 

d) Hever Field hedge cut – partially done access issues due to people parking despite works 

taking place. Three quotes received – went for cost effective option and severe first cut 

as long overdue. 

e) HPC computer – anti-virus software updated and annual health check of pc has been 

carried out.  

 

17) Items for information only and correspondence 

a) HIP – Meeting with Highways planned for this month. Councillor Wade raised concern at 
the amount of potholes on How Green Lane and the issues caused by diversions due to 
roadworks. 

b) Meeting with Hever School to be put in diary. The Clerk will also arrange a meeting with 
Four Elms School.  

18) End of year gathering after the meeting all welcome for refreshments. 

 

19) Items for noting or inclusion on future agenda at the discretion of the Chairman. 

a) A big thank you to Willerby Landscapes for supplying and installing the Four Elms 

Christmas tree and also to the café owner for the supply of electric for the lights. 

b) Civility & Respect Pledge – this will be added to the agenda for the March meeting.   
c) Councillor Edward de Ryckman to be added to the Planning and Pond committees. 

Date of next meeting Tuesday 7th March 2023 – Hever Village Hall 7.00 pm Planning, 7.30 pm Full 
Council Meeting  

Meeting closed – 8.45 pm 

Meeting dates/times can be subject to change, please always check Hever.org website for next 
meeting date/Agenda. 
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HEVER PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE – AGENDA 
12th January 2023, Markbeech Village Hall, 7pm  

Please note: Sevenoaks District Council (www.sevenoaks.gov.uk) is the planning authority.  HPC is a 
consultee on some applications.  Any member of the public can comment directly to SDC on a planning 
application.   
See:  http://hever.org/what-powers-does-hever-parish-council-have-in-planning-applications 
HPC Councillors have the responsibility as individual committee members to have studied application 
documents prior to the meeting to enable input and worthwhile discussion to form a consensus.  
Minutes will be recorded as decisions / comments submitted to SDC. 
If a Councillor has declared an interest in an item on the agenda, they will asked to leave the room for 
the duration of the agenda item and then invited back in again. 
 
CURRENT PLANNING – To consider the applications and to resolve to agree recommendations.  
A list of recent applications (received since the previous meeting) is provided separately.  Any planning 
notifications received between Agenda issue and meeting day may be considered. 
   
PLANNING NOTIFICATIONS To note the decisions from SDC or the Planning Inspectorate.   A list of 
notifications (received since the previous meeting) is provided separately on request or can be found on 
SDC website.  
Planning Committee Members Present At Meeting: 
Angela Haydon, Phil Lindsay, Duncan Leslie, Nick Roberts, Rick Brookes-Smith 
 
Discussed and view agreed at the meeting:  

SDC Ref.  Address Summary of application 

22/03264/HOUSE 

 

Oak House Mapleton Road 

Four Elms Edenbridge Kent 

TN8 6PL 

Rear single storey extension 

 

HPC Comment: No objection 

22/03566/HOUSE 

 

Hazeldene Uckfield Lane 

Hever Edenbridge Kent TN8 

7LJ 

Proposed two storey rear extension with changes to 

the roof. Internal and fenestration alterations. 

 

HPC Comment: Concerns that this application, coupled with growth over the years (a bungalow, extended  

to a two storey dwelling (with extensions in 1979 ,1980 and 1981), would this cumulative extension 

exceed the maximum permitted 50% increase in size based on the original square footage of the original 

http://hever.org/what-powers-does-hever-parish-council-have-in-planning-applications
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building? The planning is for 8 bedrooms and only 2 bathrooms as opposed to the current dwelling having 

5 bedrooms and 3 bathrooms. Hever Parish Council would have no objection to this application, subject 

to confirmation of these enquiries. 

 
Other Planning/Consultations to Note: 

Sevenoaks 2040 Plan 
 
 

HPC views submitted (short survey) 10.1.23 

 
To note Appeal(s) made since last meeting:  

None received at time of printing 

 

Planning Enforcement: 

Planning 

Enforcement - 

22/00444/OPDEV 

Medhurst Row Farm 

Prettymans Lane 

Edenbridge Kent TN8 6LX 

Alleged erection of a barrier/gate adjacent to a 

highway. Planning Enforcement will investigate as 

access for turning round has been blocked. Safety 

concerns have been raised by HPC for access for 

emergency services, deliveries and residents. 

 
 
To note Planning Applications received and views submitted since last meeting: 

22/02335/HOUSE 

Amendment 

The Dyehurst 

Stud Dyehurst 

Lane Hever 

Edenbridge 

Kent TN8 7LB 

Erection of porch; erection of raised platform to the rear; 

installation of 2 windows to rear. Summary of the main changes: 

The description has been altered to reflect the proposed addition 

of two windows and raised platform to the rear which is already in 

situ. Updated existing plans have also been provided 

HPC Comment: No objection, however, concern has been noted about continued development of the 

site. 

22/02918/LBCALT &  

SE/22/02917/HOUSE 

 

 

Polebrook Hever Road 

Hever Edenbridge Kent TN8 

7NJ 

 

Proposed refurbishment and alteration to 

fenestration of outbuilding adjacent to oast and 

proposed new freestanding Gardeners store. 

 

HPC Comment: No objection 

Outcome: Granted - 22/02918/LBCALT 

22/02877/FUL 

The Greyhound Inn 

Uckfield Lane Hever 

Edenbridge Kent TN8 7LJ 

Change of use of the public house premises to a 

dwelling along with alterations to fenestration and 

erection of a porch 

HPC Comment: No objection 

Outcome: Granted 
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22/02997/HOUSE 

 

The Cottage How Green 

Lane Hever Edenbridge 

Kent TN8 7NN 

 

Erection of detached oak framed double garage 

 

HPC Comment: No objection 

Outcome: Granted 

22/03217/FUL 

 

Land Adjoining 1 Keepers 

Cottages Pigdown Lane 

Hever Edenbridge Kent TN8 

7LU 

 

Conversion of stables to create new dwelling with 

associated parking, private space and landscaping) 

and erection of new stable block on existing slab 

 

HPC Comment: HPC object to this application. The increase in size is too great and represents over 

development of the site. 

22/03265/LBCALT  

 

Oak House Mapleton Road 

Four Elms Edenbridge Kent 

TN8 6PL 

 

Rear single storey extension 

 

HPC Comment: No objection 

 
Decisions received from SDC since last meeting:  
 

Ref/Address Details of application Decision by SDC 

SE/22/02917/HOUSE 

 

Polebrook Hever Road Hever Edenbridge Kent TN8 

7NJ 

 

Granted 

22/01896/FUL  

Wilderness Farm 

Wilderness Lane  

Development: Demolition of existing timber barn 

and erection of a 3-bedroom dwelling with 

associated parking and landscaping. The applicant 

has submitted revised elevations and plans 

following the Conservation comments received on 

the initial scheme 

Granted 

21/04114/LDCEX 

Land North Of 

Brocas North Farm 

Brocas Road Hever  

Confirmation of use of building as a C3 dwelling 

houseHPC requires further evidence to support the 

application e.g. utility bills, Council tax and rent etc 

Granted 
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22/02306/MMA 

How Green South 

How Green Lane 

Hever Edenbridge 

 

Amendment to 20/02255/HOUSE Granted 

22/02730/LDCEX 
Wincots How Green 
Lane Hever 
Edenbridge Kent 
TN8 7NN 
 

Development: New vehicular access to serve 

dwelling at Wincots including provision of post and 

rail fence, gates, piers and associated permeable 

hardstanding 

Granted 

21/04203/LBCALT 

Medhurst Row Farm 

Prettymans Lane 

Edenbridge Kent 

TN8 6LX 

Refurbishment works to reinstate agricultural barn Granted 

 


