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Rachael Turner, Clerk and RFO 

Hever Parish Council 
PO Box 310 

Hartfield TN6 9FZ 
Tel: 07784912645 

clerk@hever.org 

Minutes 
Minutes of the Hever Parish Council meeting, that was held in Four Elms Village Hall on Monday 8th July 
2024. The meeting commenced at 7.45 pm and the planning meeting commenced at 7.00 pm. 
 
Present: Councillor Angela Haydon (AH) Chair, Councillor Joanna Wade (JW), Councillor Nick Roberts 
(NR), Councillor Hilary Jones (HJ) Councillor Stephen Lark (SL), Councillor Duncan Leslie (DL), Councillor 
Rick Brookes-Smith (RBS) 
 
Also Present: Rachael Turner, Clerk & RFO, County Councillor McArthur (arrived 7.58), Councillor Barnett 
(left 7.50) and 13 members of the public (MOP) 
 
Absent:  Councillor Mark Thomas, Councillor Phil Lindsay 
 

1) Apologies received and noted from Cllr. Lindsay and Cllr. Thomas and also from Cllr. 

McArthur who was delayed. 

 

2) Public Forum.  
a) The unauthorised development at Hever Stud Farm was raised by a MOP. It was 

confirmed that HPC strongly oppose the development and support the community. 
Everyone was encouraged to continue reporting any further activity on site there to 
Planning Enforcement at SDC. The Temporary Stop Notice was in place and the site is due 
to be investigated. The Clerk is to contact SDC re the application 24/01141/LDCEX to 
clarify no decision will be made whilst the Temporary Stop Notice is in place. 
 
MOP’s voiced concern and great disappointment that local Ward Member, Cllr. Barnett, 
failed to represent their views and had not referred the previous application to the 
Development Management Committee given the amount of local opposition from 
neighbours and the Parish Council, which resulted in the application being approved. Cllr. 
Barnett left the meeting at 7.50 pm 
 

b) County Councillor McArthur reported Operation Brock would be in place for the summer 
on the M20. There was a slight change of process in queuing for lorries. 
 
The recycling bags will be rolled out to households around September time. Households 
should continue with the current bags until then. KCC is continuing to look at improving 
recycling however, the current lorries would need to be changed.  Next year there may 
be the introduction of a weekly waste food collection. 
 

c) Councillor Leslie** commented that Visit Kent funding had been withdrawn by KCC. 
County Councillor McArthur will investigate. 
 

3) Declarations of interests – Councillor Leslie declared his interest relating to Hever Castle**  

mailto:clerk@hever.org
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4) The minutes of the Annual Meeting held on the 1st May 2024 were duly approved and signed. 
 

5) Planning:  Please see Planning Meeting Minutes.  
 

6) Finance 
a)  The bank reconciliation, prepared by the RFO, was duly approved by all and signed by a 

member of the FEC (SL). 
b)  Resolved that payment of items of expenditure, including ratification of items made 

between meetings, be approved. Unanimously approved. 
 

7) Received update reports on: 
a) Pond  
b) Pest Control Service – a local company is now providing pest control services at the pond 

and also the Hever Shed. 
c) Pond Contractor – Councillor Roberts reported he was in discussion with a couple of 

people who were interested in the Pond Contractor role. 
d) Gatwick  
e) The airport expansion is an ongoing consultation 
f) CAGNE were seeking donations to support their endeavours in opposing the Gatwick 

expansion. For further information on the work CAGNE do and to support them, 
information is available at www.cagne.org 

g) Footpaths 
h) KCC PROW team have confirmed that footpath SR575 (at Chippens Bank) will be repaired. 

Clerk is to chase up outstanding works inspection and potential works on SR527 (past 
Hever Church) that was also reported as needing repair in December 2023. 
  

8) Considered Grant Application received from Edenbridge Community First Responders for 
£1,000 towards kit, uniform and defibrillator for newly trained responders. Councillor 
Roberts declared an interest so abstained from the discussion. A grant of £1,000 was 
unanimously approved. 

 

9) It was agreed for individuals to respond to the KCC 25-26 Budget Consultation. Responses are 
due by 7th August.  

 

10) Affordable Housing Needs Survey Results. These showed a potential need for eight new 
affordable homes in the parish. RACE, who conducted the survey, will be invited to present 
the results and give further information for consideration. 

 

11) Roads – An updated Highways Improvement Plan (HIP) was supplied by KCC but information 
was omitted. Clerk to chase up. Once updated HIP has been received a meeting will be 
arranged with Highways. 

 

12) Councillor Vacancy – One candidate, Nick Pepper, applied for Co-Option for the Councillor 
vacancy. Nick Pepper gave a brief overview of his application. A vote was cast and it was 
unanimously agreed to Co-Opt Nick Pepper as Councillor, Four Elms Ward. Acceptance of 
Office form to be signed. 

http://www.cagne.org/
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13) Caretaker works – The picnic table and gym equipment on Hever Field are ageing and decay 
is present. Repair will be investigated and if not feasible then alternative options will need to 
be considered. It was questioned whether it would be preferable to consider replacing some 
of the gym equipment with children’s play equipment instead. This could be something to 
ask the community about their thoughts to assess need. 

 

14) D-Day 80 Anniversary – Event review. It was reported the event was an enjoyable evening 
with around 380 people attending and tickets sold at a nominal price of £2 each. This was a 
lower number than anticipated, possibly due to other events on the same day and it being 
mid-week.  Given the overall cost of the event, which was partly funded by ticket sales with 
the balance met by HPC and Hever Residents Association, it was suggested future community 
events, such as a picnic, could be held on a weekend elsewhere to keep the cost per head 
down. 
 

15) Environment    
a) Litter Pick date was agreed for Saturday 28th September. Clerk to order additional bag 

hoops. 
b) It was proposed to purchase a Flir One Edge Infrared camera at a cost of £229. This would 

be for residents to borrow to identify areas of heat loss from their house, so energy 
efficiency and cost of household bills could be reduced. Unanimously agreed. Clerk is to 
arrange purchase. Councillor Wade left meeting at 8.32 pm. 
 

16) To receive report from Clerk outlining any actions taken since the previous meeting and any 
other updates.  
a) Four Elms School have submitted a request for an accessible parking space for a pupil in 

the parking and access area to Four Elms Field. This area is owned by KCC and HPC have 
licence for use. Clerk has contacted KCC and, given the circumstances, they have agreed 
in principle. Further information on requirements is to be supplied to KCC by the school. 

b) Bulk Refuse Freighter – There has been a request for the two freighter vehicles to visit 
different ends of Four Elms for residents to use. Clerk has enquired and KCC have said this 
is not possible. 

c) Streetlight at Four Elms – BT have asked HPC to remove the streetlight, as they are 
needing to move the telegraph pole it is attached to. Clerk to investigate original 
agreement and to enquire as to whether there is any alternative to the pole being 
removed. In the current place it provides street lighting for the Parish Rooms and is 
opposite the school in an otherwise unlit area so is needed for safety reasons. 

 

17) Items for information only and correspondence 
a) Clerk confirmed she will be taking some annual leave over the summer. 
b) FEC Meeting will be arranged for early October. Finance Procedures will be updated, 

banking provider reviewed and planning for the draft 25-26 budget will be carried out. 
c) The Family Fun Day will be held on Monday 19th August in the Four Elms Field from 10.30 

-1.30.  Clerk to arrange refreshments for the children.  
 

18) No items for noting or inclusion on future agenda at the discretion of the Chairman. 
 



Hever Parish Council 8th July 2024 Minutes Final P a g e  | 4 

9.00 pm meeting closed. 
 
 
 
Date of next meeting – Thursday 12th September 7.00 pm Planning and Full Council at 7.30 pm in 
Markbeech Village Hall. 
  
Meeting dates/times can be subject to change, please always check Hever.org website for next 
meeting date/Agenda. 

 
 
 

HEVER PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING 
Held on 8th July 2024 in Four Elms Village Hall at 7pm  

 
Present:  Councillor Nick Roberts, Chair, Councillor Angela Haydon (AH), Councillor Hilary Jones (HJ), 
Councillor Duncan Leslie (DL), Councillor Rick Brookes-Smith (RBS) 
 
Also Present: Rachael Turner, Clerk & RFO, 13 Members of the Public and Councillor James Barnett 
 
   
Discussed and View Agreed At the Meeting:  

SDC Ref.  Address Summary of application 

24/01474/REM 

Mobile Home Land 

West Of Hever Road 

Hever Kent TN8 7NP 

Development: Reserved matters (access, appearance, 

landscaping, layout and scale) for two new equine 

isolation units pursuant to conditions 1, 5, 6, 7, 9, 11, 12 

and 13 of 23/03241/OUT for provision of two new equine 

isolation units with all matters reserved. 

HPC view agreed:  object.  

Note - There are serious concerns over this development with much opposition from local residents, 

some of whom attended the meeting. During discussion about the application a  MOP asked Cllr. 

Barnett if he should register a conflict of interest in applications connected to Hever Stud (24/01474/REM), as it 

is alleged he lives within the Hever Hotel complex, which is understood to be effectively owned by the same 

entity. Cllr. Barnett acknowledged that he did live within the Hever Hotel complex but did not believe he was 

conflicted.  

24/01483/LBCALT 

/24/01482/HOUSE 

Oak House 

Mapleton Road Four 

Elms Kent TN8 6PL 

Reopening existing blocked up doorway, alterations to 

fenestration and internal alterations. 

HPC view agreed: No objection 

24/01484/FUL 

Land West Of High 

Stables Roodlands 

Lane Four Elms Kent 

Development: Demolition of existing hay store and the 

erection of a new timber equestrian building to provide 

three stables, hay storage and a tack room. 
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HPC view agreed: No objection, subject to subject to the height and scale of the building being within 
acceptable parameters and on the condition the development would not be for commercial use and 
would be for personal use only. 
 

 
 
Views Submitted Since Last Meeting: 

SDC Ref.  Address Summary of application HPC view submitted 

24/00875/HOUSE 

How Green East 

How Green Lane 

Hever Kent TN8 7NN 

Erection of outbuilding and 

outdoor swimming pool 

 

No objection 

24/01141/LDCEX  
Land West Of Hever 

Road Hever Kent 

Vehicular Access Roads and 

Parking. Entrance Gates and 

Gate Posts. Retaining Wall. 

Pedestrian access steps to lower 

level 

 

Objection 

24/01260/FUL 

Pigdown Plantation 

Pigdown Lane Hever 

Kent TN8 7LX 

Conversion of existing first floor 

space within forestry building to 

provide pottery and craft studio 

including provision of external 

staircase to first floor space 

 

No objection 

24/00292/FUL  

Land South Of 

Tainters Hill Hever 

Road Hever Kent 

(Hever Castle) 

Construction of a boiler house & 

fuel silo, installation of a biomass 

(wood) heating boiler & 

installation of underground 

district heating pipe network 

 

No objection 

 
 
 
 
Decisions Received From SDC Since Last Meeting:  
 

Ref Address Details of application 
SDC 

Decision 

23/03241/OUT 

Hever Stud Farm 

Hever Road Hever 

Kent TN8 7NP 

Outline application for provision of 

two new equine isolation units with 

all matters reserved. Amendment: 

amended elevations and floor plans. 

 

 

Granted 
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24/00719/FUL 

The Stables North 

West Of Log Cabin 

Pigdown 

Plantation 

Pigdown Lane 

Hever Kent TN8 

7LX 

Conversion of existing L shaped 

stable building to provide a one 

bedroom dwelling with associated 

amenity space 

Granted  

24/00951/HOUSE 

1 Keepers Cottages 

Pigdown Lane 

Hever Kent TN8 

7LU 

 Erection of a 40sqm ancillary 

domestic outbuilding for use as a 

home gym. Removal of hardstanding 

and an outbuilding. Amendment: 

Proposal description amended to 

removal the works relating to the 

removal of hard standing, as this is 

not part of this application. 

Granted 6 

24 

24/01033/HOUSE 

The Coach House 

Hever Warren 

Hever Lane Hever 

Kent TN8 7ET 

Erection of Oak framed Summer 

House style Outbuilding following 

removal of existing outbuilding. 

Granted 7 

24 

24/01163/FUL 

Hillside Uckfield 

Lane Hever Kent 

TN8 7LJ 

Change of use of dwelling to short 

term accommodation for three years 

Granted 

7.24 

 

Appeals: 

23/03317/HOUSE 
Appeal ref: 
24/00023/RFPLN 

Willow Cottage 
How Green Lane 
Hever 
Edenbridge Kent 
TN8 7NN 

Development: New roller 
shutter door for existing 
open forestry store. 
Appealed against refusal 
of PP 15/5/24 

Planning Inspectorate ref: 
APP/G2245/D/24/3344397 
Date of appeal 2.7.24 

 

OTHER: 

Planning Enforcement: 

Following on from HPC reporting concerns to SDC over unauthorised development on the site for more 

than 6 months, and recently mobile structures being installed on the site, Planning Enforcement has 

finally issued a Temporary Stop Notice on Hever Stud Farm, Hever. 

 

Land South of Four Elms Road, Edenbridge Development 

Pre- Application stage open for comment until 19th July for 443 new dwellings (extant approval is for 340 

homes). Of the 100 extra homes, this includes 40% affordable housing, so 40 units. 
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