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Rachael Turner, Clerk and RFO 

Hever Parish Council 
PO Box 310 

Hartfield TN6 9FZ 
Tel: 07784912645 

clerk@hever.org 

Minutes 
 
Minutes of the Hever Parish Council meeting, that was held in Hever Village Hall on Thursday 7th 
November 2024. The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm and the planning meeting commenced at 7.00 
pm. 
 
Present: Councillor Angela Haydon (AH) Chair, Councillor Hilary Jones (HJ), Councillor Stephen Lark (SL), 
Councillor Duncan Leslie (DL), Councillor Nick Roberts (NR), Councillor Mark Thomas (MT), Councillor 
Phil Lindsay (PL) and Councillor Nick Pepper (NP) 
 
Also Present: Rachael Turner, Clerk & RFO, County Councillor McArthur and 1 member of the public 
(MOP) 
 
Absent:  Councillor Joanna Wade (JW) and Councillor Rick Brookes-Smith (RBS) 
 
 

1) Apologies received from Cllr Wade and Cllr Brookes-Smith. Apologies also received from 
District Cllr Barnett 

2) Public Forum. 

a) County Cllr McArthur reported that implementation of the entry and exist system at the 
ports had been delayed and would not be brought in until next year. 

b) The MOP present asked regarding the appeal against Enforcement at Hever Stud. It was 
confirmed the HPC response would be supporting Sevenoaks District Council in the 
issuing of the Enforcement Notice, and to urge the Planning Inspectorate to dismiss the 
Appeal and enforce the land being returned to its original state as Green Belt grazing 
land. The HPC response would be on the website the following day and will also be 
submitted to the Planning Inspectorate before the deadline. 

3) No declarations of interest were received. 

4) Minutes of the meeting held on the 12th September 2024 were approved and to be signed by 
Cllr Haydon. 

5) *Planning:  Please see Planning Meeting Minutes.  
a) An update on Land West of Hever Road/ Hever Stud Appeal against Enforcement was 

given. The Planning Committee had agreed to submit a response to the Planning 
Inspectorate supporting Sevenoaks District Council in the issuing of the Enforcement 
Notice and to urge the Planning Inspectorate to dismiss the Appeal and enforce the land 
being returned to its original state as Green Belt grazing land. 

 
Councillor McArthur and the 1 MOP left the meeting. 
 

6) Finance 
a)  The bank reconciliation was duly approval by all and signed by member of FEC. 
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b) Payment for items of expenditure, including ratification of items made between meetings, 

was duly approve by all. 
c) The proposed Budget for 2025-2026 with a Precept request of £53,000, as advised by FEC, 

was received and will be considered at the January meeting. 
d) The FEC Meeting Minutes from October 2024 were received and the proposal from FEC to 

change HPC bank accounts from Nat West to Unity Trust was approved. Clerk to action. 

7) To receive update reports on: 
a) Pond update received. Cllr Roberts confirmed the Pond Contractor had started. There will 

be a community pond clear and tidy on Sunday 24th November at 9.00 am. Any 
volunteers would be welcome. Clerk to publicise. 

b) Gatwick  - update from Cllr Lark received who confirmed discussions regarding the 
second Gatwick runway and airspace changes were continuing.  

8) The contribution made by HPC to Eden Valley Museum was reviewed. It was proposed to 
increase the donation to £150. Duly approved. Clerk to action. 

9) Meeting dates for 2025 were proposed and approved as follows:  
Tuesday 14 January - Hever Village Hall 
Tuesday 4 March – Four Elms Village Hall 
Tuesday 6 May (Annual Meeting of HPC) – Four Elms Village Hall 
Tuesday 20 May (Parish Assembly) – Hever Village Hall 
Tuesday 1 July – Four Elms Village Hall 
Thursday 4 September – Markbeech Village Hall 
Monday 3rd November – Hever Village Hall 

10) Caretaker works –  
a) Hever Field bench – Simon from Scott Timber has very kindly offered to repair/replace 

the damaged picnic bench. He is donating his time and materials which is much 
appreciated.  

b) Dave Andrews continue to carry out the play equipment safety inspections and has also 
carried out sanding and painting the goal post on Four Elms Field. He is repairing some of 
the gym equipment on Hever Field. 

c) Cllr Thomas has refurbished the Markbeech notice board and will reinstall it shortly. 
d) The large map board at Hever is in need of maintenance and the map replacing. Clerk is 

investigating if there is a local person who can assist with this. 

11) Environment – a volunteer is required to co-ordinate lending the infrared camera to 
residents and keeping record of this. Cllr Thomas kindly volunteered. 

12) Warm Spaces 2024 – Considered running a regular social event for residents on a monthly 
basis as a drop in/ social with refreshments and possibly funding an activity. Volunteers 
would co-ordinate.  Costs of around £100 per session, duly approved. Clerk to investigate 
options further and to see if external funding to support this is available. 

13) Resilience Plan –Cllr Jones and Cllr Haydon have been attending the local Cluster Community 
Emergency and Resilience meetings. There are questionnaires and risk assessments to be 
completed and volunteers to be sought, such as a named Community Resilience Officer; a 
volunteer coordinator and flood wardens, for whom initial training and refresher training 
would be provided. Information about possible rest centres; local residents with access to 
tools and equipment that might be needed in an emergency and on vulnerable people in the  
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community, are examples of the assessment of local skills and resources required. No 
volunteers came forward at the meeting and it was felt, at this time, HPC should postpone 
completion of the questionnaires due to the volume of work required. HPC should revisit the 
decision in the future as it was recognised it was important to have emergency plans in place. 

14) Update from the Clerk  
a) Four Elms Field Charity – Clerk has made contact again with The Charity Commission to 

clarify they will accept the proposed meeting plan as quorate in line with the Four Elms 
Field Governing Document. 

b) Insurance – A third party company is trying to reclaim costs from the driver that arose 
following the accident at Four Elms pond in November 2022. Clerk has completed 
authority for them to pursue the driver who caused the accident. 

c) Consultation on enabling remote council meetings and proxy voting. The Government has 
finally agreed to review this – consultation live until 5th December. Please do submit your 
views: 

 https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/enabling-remote-attendance-and-proxy-
voting-at-local-authority-meetings/enabling-remote-attendance-and-proxy-voting-at-local-
authority-meetings 
d) Willerby Landscapes are kindly supplying and installing the Christmas tree at Four Elms 

again this year. Sadly the electricity supply used in the past (from the garage) and the 
post is not available. Clerk will source solar/ battery lights instead but they may not be as 
brilliant! 

e) A volunteer is needed to put up Markbeech Christmas lights – Cllr Thomas kindly 
volunteered. 

f) Hever Village Hall  - The Clerk had been contacted regarding land adjacent to Hever Field 
and is looking into it. 

15) Items for information only and correspondence 
a) Clerk is to set up WhatsApp group for Councillors 

16) Items for noting or inclusion on future agenda at the discretion of the Chairman. 

a) Affordable Housing Needs - The survey results showed the need in the parish was for 8 
units. RACE had reported that no suitable sites had been identified so were not going to 
move forward with it at this stage. 

b) Highways have repainted the white lines at Four Elms Crossroads 
 

Date of next meeting – Tuesday 14th January 7.00 pm Planning and Full Council at 7.30 pm in Hever 
Village Hall. 
 
Meeting closed 9.15 pm 
  
Meeting dates/times can be subject to change, please always check Hever.org website for next 
meeting date/Agenda. 
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HEVER PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE MEETING  

7th November 2024, Hever Village Hall, 7pm  

 

Present (Planning Committee): Councillor Nick Roberts, Chair (NR), Councillor Angela Haydon (AH), 
Councillor Hilary Jones (HJ), Councillor Duncan Leslie (DL), Councillor Mark Thomas (MT),  
 
Also Present:  Councillor Stephen Lark (SL), Councillor Nick Pepper (NP), Rachael Turner, Clerk & RFO 
and 8 Members of Public (MOP) 
 

Discussed and view agreed at the meeting:  

SDC Ref.  Address Summary of application 

24/02735/FUL 

Land Adjoining 1 
Keepers Cottages 
Pigdown Lane Hever 
Kent TN8 7LU 

Demolition of existing stables (with consent for a dwelling) 
and erection of a new 2-bed dwelling with associated 
parking and amenity. 

View agreed: no objection, provided the concrete slab is removed in the first instance and provided 
access to the public footpath is maintained. 

 

Other: Planning Enforcement: 

Hever Stud/Land West of Hever Road/ Hever Hotel  

View Agreed: Hever Parish Council (HPC) strongly supports Sevenoaks District Council (SDC) in issuing an 

enforcement notice and believes that the appeal against the Enforcement Notice should be dismissed 

and the land restored to its’ former state as Green Belt grazing land. 

 

Views Submitted since last meeting: 

SDC Ref.  Address Summary of application HPC view submitted 

24/02187/HOUSE 

The Mill House Ide 

Hill Road Four Elms 

Kent TN8 6NS 

Extension with partially glazed roof 

for new indoor swimming pool. 

Single storey infill extension with 

roof lantern and rooflights. New 

extended raised terrace withsteps, 

and associated changes to 

landscaping 10.24 Amendment: 

Planning statement updated to 

correct Green Belt figures 

 

 

No objection 

24/02195/HOUSE 
The Hollies How 

Green Lane Hever 

Kent TN8 7NN 

Development: Detached open sided 

car port for two cars. 

 

No objection 
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24/02269/HOUSE 

The Bower Pond 

Cottage Hever Road 

Edenbridge Kent TN8 

7LE 

Proposed ancillary single storey 

outbuilding to provide home office 

and entertaining space - 11 24 

Amendment: The site elevation 

drawing has been removed from the 

proposed drawings - for information 

only 

 

 

Object 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Decisions received from SDC since last meeting:  

Ref Address Details of application SDC Decision 

24/02269/HOUSE 

The Bower Pond 

Cottage Hever Road 

Edenbridge Kent TN8 

7LE 

Proposed ancillary single storey 

outbuilding to provide home office and 

entertaining space - 11 24 Amendment: 

The site elevation drawing has been 

removed from the proposed drawings - 

for information only 

 

 

 

Granted 

 

 

 

24/02457/HOUSE 
Hollow Oak Hever 

Road Hever Kent 

TN8 7NJ 

Development: Single storey side 

extension with roof lantern, two-storey 

rear extension, infill extensions to 

dormers, additional rooflights. Extend 

front porch. 

Granted 

24/02187/HOUSE 

The Mill House Ide 

Hill Road Four Elms 

Kent TN8 6NS 

Extension with partially glazed roof for 

new indoor swimming pool. Single 

storey infill extension with roof lantern 

and rooflights. New extended raised 

terrace withsteps, and associated 

changes to landscaping 10.24 

Amendment: Planning statement 

updated to correct Green Belt figures 

Granted 

 


