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Rachael Turner, Clerk and RFO 

Hever Parish Council 
PO Box 310 

Hartfield TN6 9FZ 
Tel: 07784912645 

clerk@hever.org 

Minutes   
 
Minutes of the Hever Parish Council meeting, that was held in Hever Village Hall on Tuesday 14th January 
2025. The meeting commenced at 7.30 pm and the planning meeting commenced at 7.00 pm. 
 
Present: Councillor Angela Haydon (AH) Chair, Councillor Hilary Jones (HJ), Councillor Stephen Lark (SL), 
Councillor Joanna Wade (JW), Councillor Duncan Leslie (DL), Councillor Nick Roberts (NR), Councillor 
Mark Thomas (MT), and Councillor Nick Pepper (NP) 
 
Also Present: Rachael Turner, Clerk & RFO, County Councillor McArthur, District Councillor Barnett and 2 
members of the public (MOP) and PC Maunsell, Beat Officer. 
 
Absent:  Councillor Rick Brookes-Smith and Councillor Phil Lindsay 
 

1) Apologies for absence received and approved from Councillor Rick Brookes-Smith and 

Councillor Phil Lindsay. 

2) Public Forum. Cllr McArthur reported that Devolution was moving at speed with KCC applying 

to be on the Government’s Devolution Priority Programme. This will see some areas in the 

country progressing through the devolution process on an accelerated timescale, with 

Mayoral elections taking place in the county as early as May 2026. More will be known by the 

end of January.  

Cllr Barnett said he felt local people would benefit from Devolution as there would be money 

available for funding of local projects, such as benefitting the local councils with funding for 

local affordable housing provision. 

Feedback from residents on the new green recycling waste bags was not that positive. It was 

confirmed that residents could continue to supply and use their own clear plastic waste bags 

to put recycling in and they would still be collected. 

Cllr Wade raised the issue of road repairs and Cllr McArthur encouraged issues to continue to 

be reported through the KCC website. Any ongoing issues could be raised with her for 

escalation. Cllr Pepper reported an ongoing issue with flooding in How Green Lane. Clerk to 

forward details to Cllr McArthur. 

PC Maunsell introduced himself as the Beat Officer and confirmed both he and his colleague, 

PC Donegan, had a presence in the area and encouraged residents to report any issues and 

crime via the website or calling 101      

https://www.kent.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us-beta/contact-us/ 

He reminded residents to sign up to https://www.mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk/ to receive 

relevant local updates from Kent Police and to report issues through here too. 

mailto:clerk@hever.org
https://www.kent.police.uk/contact/af/contact-us-beta/contact-us/
https://www.mycommunityvoicekent.co.uk/
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A MOP raised concern over the speed of cars through Bough Beech Road. It was confirmed 

that traffic surveys had been carried out around Four Elms and showed that most cars were 

travelling within the speed limit. Highways were looking at safety at the crossroads and were 

not looking to reduce the speed of the roads nearby. 

 

Cllrs McArthur and Barnett and PC Maunsell left the meeting at 7.55 pm.  

3) Declarations of interests – Cllr Wade confirmed she was on the HVH committee so abstained 

from voting on the Grant Application made for HVH under agenda point 8a.  

4) Minutes of the meeting held on the 7th November 2024 were duly approved and signed.  

5) Planning:  Please see Planning Meeting Minutes   

6) Finance 

a) Bank reconciliation prepared by the RFO, was approval by all and signed by member of FEC 

(SL). 

b) Payment for items of expenditure, including ratification of items paid between meetings, 

was duly approved. 

c)  The budget proposed by FEC for 2025-2026 with a Precept request of £53,000 was 

unanimously approved. 

d) The Clerk confirmed the CIL Report 2023-2024 had been submitted to SDC and was on the 

HPC website. 

7) Update reports were received on: 

a) Pond - Cllr Roberts reported there has been fishing line left around the pond that has 

effected wildlife and some littering too. The drainage issues from Pootings Lane that are 

impacting the pond are finally being investigated by Kent County Council. A local 

contractor dug out the ditch behind the bus stop. This was funded by pond monies, 

however, the ditch is on private land not owned by HPC so needs to be maintained by the 

landowner in the future. Clerk to investigate.  

 

 Councillors noted their thanks go to Willerbys for supplying, installing and decorating 
the tree and for all their efforts in keeping the battery charged so the lights worked and 
looking festive. 

 
b) Gatwick  - Cllr Lark reported an update had just been received from GACC and CAGNE. 

Responses to the consultations were very complex. Cllr Lark to review if further HPC 
response is required at this stage. 

 
CAGNE have requested funding to help to engage legal experts in producing a robust 

response to the recent Secretary of State letter and Gatwick’s response. To be considered 

at next HPC meeting. 

8.15 pm the two MOP left the meeting. 

 
8) Grant Applications: 

a) Hever Village Hall requested £500 to install and supply Wi-Fi. Considered and duly 
approved to give a grant of £500 for this purpose. 
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b) We Are Beams requested a grant of £750 to help towards the running costs of their 

family advice service that is accessed by families of disabled children. Considered and 
duly approved. 

 

9) Hever Village Hall (HVH) Update – Cllr Wade reported all weather access had been installed 
to enable vehicles to be driven to the door for easier access.  This had been funded by 
Gatwick. Discussions regarding the rebuild and location HVH were ongoing. 

 

10) Highways Improvement Plan (HIP) - The current plan is up for review. KCC Highways have 
confirmed safety at the Four Elms crossroads is being looked into and it is possible that 
pedestrians in road signs could be installed in Markbeech. It was noted that some warning 
signs are covered in overgrowth. Clerk to request KCC to ask residents to cut back hedges. 

 
There are currently only 2 Councillors and the Clerk on the Highways Working Party. Cllr 
Pepper volunteered to be the 4th member. 
 
The Highways Working Party will meet to put together an updated HIP and then Clerk to 
arrange meeting with Highways. It was thought that Hever school warning signs and also 
pedestrians in road signage along the road to and from the castle would be beneficial. 

11) Caretaker works  
a) Bus stop cleaning is scheduled in the coming weeks 
b) Equipment repairs Hever Field – parts have been ordered to replace the broken parallel 

bars 
c) Some road signs are in need of a clean. Clerk to request this is done. 

12) Environment 

a) Litter pick dates confirmed as Saturday 29th March for Four Elms and Saturday 22nd March 
Hever (am) and Markbeech (pm). 

b) Recycling of soft plastics (film, bags etc). Waitrose in Edenbridge have a recycling station 
for this. 

13) Warm Spaces – Clerk confirmed there was a group Knit and Natter running in Markbeech 

who had been informed they could apply for funding. It would be beneficial to run monthly 

sessions in Four Elms too and a person is being sought to run this.   

14) Clerk Update  

a) We were saddened to hear of the death of Richard Bennett who had done so much for 

HPC around the parish over the years. Our thoughts are with his family and friends. 

b) Four Elms Field Charity –following discussion with Charity Commission, Clerk is taking 

legal advice on best way to either close the charity or update the Governing Document to 

enable the charity to be run.  Costs likely to be around £500. Duly approved.  

c) Clerk in process of form filling to change HPC bank accounts from Nat West to Unity 

Trust.  

d) WhatsApp Group. This is now up and running to be used for reminders/ items that need 

urgent response and not for general discussion. Most Councillors have signed up to this. 

e) Huge thanks to Willerbys for the Four Elms Christmas tree. A lot of effort went into 

maintaining the display 
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15) Items for information only and correspondence – 

a) SDC have a Survey on Waste Collection. Please do have your input as it will shape waste  

collection for the future in the district. The survey is open until 7th February: 

https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/bigwaste 

16) Items for noting or inclusion on future agenda at the discretion of the Chairman: 

a) Cllr Jones asked if living roofs could be considered for the HPC bus shelters. Clerk to look 

into details. 

Meeting closed: 9.20 pm 

 
Date of next meeting – Tuesday 4th March 7.00 pm Planning and Full Council at 7.30 pm in Four Elms 
Village Hall. 
  
Meeting dates/times can be subject to change, please always check Hever.org website for next 
meeting date/Agenda. 
 

 
HEVER PARISH COUNCIL PLANNING COMMITTEE – MINUTES  

Tuesday 14th January, Hever Village Hall, 7pm  
Present: Councillor Nick Roberts (NR) (Chair) Councillor Angela Haydon (AH), Councillor Hilary Jones (HJ), 
Councillor Duncan Leslie (DL), , Councillor Mark Thomas (MT), and Councillor Nick Pepper (NP) 
 
Also Present: Rachael Turner, Clerk & RFO, District Councillor Barnett and 2 members of the public 
(MOP) 
 
No new applications were received for discussion at the time of the meeting. 
 

SDC Ref.  Address Summary of application 

NA NA NA 

 

Other: Planning Enforcement APPEAL 

Hever Stud/Land West of Hever Road/ Hever Hotel  

The appeal hearing, now scheduled for May 2025 will be held in Sevenoaks at the Argyle Road offices. 

HPC would like to have representation there. 

Cllr Barnett confirmed his support of SDC in defending the enforcement. 

Meeting closed 7.30 pm 

Decisions received from SDC since last meeting:  

Ref Address Details of application SDC Decision 

https://www.sevenoaks.gov.uk/bigwaste
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24/02457/HOUSE 

Hollow Oak 

Hever Road 

Hever Kent TN8 

7NJ 

Development: Single storey 

side extension with roof 

lantern, two-storey rear 

extension, infill extensions to 

dormers, additional rooflights. 

Extend front porch. 

 

Granted 

24/02269/HOUSE 

The Bower Pond 

Cottage Hever 

Road Edenbridge 

Kent TN8 7LE 

Proposed ancillary single storey 

outbuilding to provide home 

office and entertaining space - 

11 24 Amendment: The site 

elevation drawing has been 

removed from the proposed 

drawings - for information only 

 

 

Granted 

 

24/02648/LBCALT  

Oak House 

Mapleton Road 

Four Elms Kent 

TN8 6PL 

Development: New stud wall to 

create utility room 

 

Granted 

 


